Architectural perspectives of current modern thea-
tre proposals and projects now under comsideration or
construction. Early stage visualizations of fort ing
structural achievements; the finished projects to be fea-
tured in future issues of THE MODERN THEATRE section.
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Theatre, lormerly the legitimate playbouse. EI
Capitan, owned and operated jointly by Paramount
and Fanchon & Marco. The 28-year-old theatre.
modernized. and set to reopen during the Holidays
as a firstrun “showcase” is one of the most in-
geniously designed projects to huve passed across
the boards of architecture in many moons.

Basing its appeal upon hitherts unthought ol
applications to modern living and higher standards
ol entertainment. Architects Wm. L. and Hal Pereira
ol Hollywood and Chicago created revolutionary
designs for u most modern and functionally efficient
theatre, which in all respects is lorthrightly dedi-
cated to relaxation and diversion.

The redesigned froat (ubove) is spectacular in
conception. Neon grill lluted fins above the mar-
queo are animated by a pastel color blend to
form a living tone-picture. lramed in marble. A
change from the lormer tunnel-type one-story la-
cade was made possible through the cooperation
ol tenants on the second and third Hoors ol the
large commercial building. The marquee ies a
graceful unit serving its two implied lunctions—
advertising and sheller. It supports large altrac-
tioa boarde which have decorative interior laces.
The entrance lobby features deep shadow boxes
sot in bases to contain well cultivated plants. In
addition to the usual promotional paper. models
and props of tho new Paramount pictures will be
displayed through cooperation of the studio.

Within the house. a complete metamorphosis ol
design took place. In the loyer (lett above). heavy
plaster walle were resurfaced with grass cloth
and bleached woods. Slip-covered lumiture ol
residential type was udded. and the walls nre to
be hung with fine stur photographs by well-known
photographers and etchings of interesting set de-
signs, which will be changed frequently.

The meszanine lounge (lelt bulow) olfered un-
usual itios lor i ingenuity. lts
lormer tunnel elfect is rolieved hy trellisos and
copper palme to provide u tropical garden setting.
The commodious room is designed primarily for
use as a milk bar and will accommodate 200
porsons.

Other parts ol the Hollywood Paramount are
oqually unusual. In the auditorium balcony. for
oxample. per cenl ol the soals were sacri-
liced to creats lurger steppings lor the new Para-
mount Lounge Seating. a typs of elongated solas
sts and dividing end tables
d trays ond llameless light-
ating is similar to automo-
bile ats in both appearance and comlort. The
auditorium ulso leatures one of the cascading
scrosn curtains which the Pereiras introduced in
their design of the Esquire in Chicago a lew years
ago.
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