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New theatre er ected and operated by Dent Theatres, Inc. , of Dallas, and de igned by W. cott Dunne, 
offers original as well as p ractical features in construction. Efficiency in floor plan i an out tanding 

factor. 
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Th e entran ce to t h e Arcadia. The tree stu mp is of concrete reinforced with ra;Jroad rails , wh ile th e b ran ches are 
of angle iron bolted to the rails . S urely, no tree in Arcadia was ever stronger. 

RI GINALITY, of course, is that 
w hi ch makes men a nd things-from 
cabbages to kings outstanding. And 

on th e oth er hand, originality may be that 
w hich makes men and th ings merely bi 
zarre a nd t hus, as time passes on, ridicu
lous. But, as the wise m en have said about 
conduct (wh ich is an art it self), the proper 
course is that of moderatio n. And in thi s 
fashion is introduced the Arcadia. 

* * * 
Th e Arcadia is a house erected and oper-

ated by. Dent Theatres, Inc. , in a suburb 
of Dall as . It is an unusual motion picture 
palace. But it w ould seem that it is also 
a house of lasting beauty-as la tin g a s even 
b eauty may eve r be. And th e e are se riou 
m atters in the de igning of thealre , par-

ticularly wh en one co nsid ers th e fac t tha t 
the city o f Dallas it elf has a s izeabl e but 
not extrem ely large popula tio n of Ie t ha n 
300,000. 

Th e Arcadia, how ever, is not onl y a n 
o rig inal and attractive th eatre. I t i a n ex
ceeding ly practical th ea tre fo r it purpose . 
Th e D ent circuit, o f cour e, has had the 
experi ence in handl ing large numb rs o f 
p eople plea sure-bent tha t many o th er cir
cuits have had. And it h a applied the Ie -
sons lea rned. 

* * * 
Th e Arcad ia has a fl oo r plan no tably elli 

c ient for the ha ndl ing o f s uch crowu s. It 
is urrounded b y la rge parking . Iab '. Com
fort and convenience \Vcr " obyjo\l sly as 
mu ch th e guiding facto r, " ' th e d e,i~ nin ~ 

o f thi house as \\ as th need (')r b eau " 
F o r th e Arcadia i ' itua tcu 111 a resIdential 
community o f th e hig hcr type. 

T he Arcadia \Va de igncd b y \\' COlt 
Dunne a ft e r a se r ie' o f co nsulta l ion' Wllh 
prac tica l ' howmen, 10 be accommodated in 
an arcade hOPP 1l1g bu ilding measuring I 
11 0, owned by A. J. K I'1I1 of Dalla,. Thi, 
buildin g occ upied a corner and \\ a, ,e SO 
fee t bac k of sidl walk lone, and :0 i c off 
the no rt h and "ot propl'r!" line.. he in
t e r\" e n in~ "'paCl':-; ha\<in'" bl\.:11 P3\"ld "~Ilh 
concre te 50 Ihal till' buddin ,I d a- an 
i' la nd urrounucu b)' parkin "pa-c 

• • • 
I t \\'3' dl'l-Idl'll 10 II' I\\O-Ihinl- i the 

deplh of the buildin al0n~ it, llHire len lit 
a nd in "ddllll'n Ie' pr Jeel Ih" 6(1 i I WId It 
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A view of the auditorium, 700king 
toward the stage. To the patron, 

the cei7ing has a true sky effect, 
the b7ue reaching down to the top 
of the "garden" walls, back of the 

ti7ed c070nnade. The motif is 
Mediterranean. 

no rthward over th e slab there, thus securing 
a space 6Ox160 parallel to Greenville ave
nue, and to use the o riginal arcade entrance 
in the center o f the building for the theatre 
ent rance. As 25 feet was devoted to stage, 
this brought the entrance of the theatre to 
the righthand side of the theatre, a little 
to the rear of the center of the auditorium, 
which was excellent for the amphitheatre 
t ype of theatre desired. The potential clien
tele of fairly well-to-do home owners made 
a balcony inadvisable, and the amphitheatre 
house is the nearest possible approach to 
the one-floor, one-price house. 

The interior of the space to be used was 
g utted, except for the shops facing on Sears 
st reet. The forward end and north slab 
were excavated, forming a concrete base
ment under stage (in which are the dressing 
rooms and art shop) and giving slope to 
the floor, and the rear end was vaulted over 
the shops, which remained in their original 
positions. 

* * * 
The auditorium is atmospheric. The mo

tif is a garden wall and colona de in the 
Mediterranean style. The garden walls are 
of travertine stone, the columns above them 
of plaster, surmounted by a tile coping of 
variegated color. The smaller columns are 
also of plaster and are surmounted by 
wrought iron lamps of Italian design. 

The entrance foyer is simple and beauti
ful. It is of travertine with a micalithic 
ceiling. Five one-sheet size, wrought iron 
frames in Italian design, adorn each wall. 
Three are practical one sheet frames, and 
two contain bevel mirrors. In the vestibule 
between this foyer and the auditorium are 
two additional wrought iron frames enclos
ing full length mirrors. Suspended wrought 
iron lamps are additional fixtures in foyer 
and vestibule. There is also a handsome 
drinking fountain in the vestibule . 

The Arcadia stage is fully rigged. Below 
it are the dressing rooms and art shop, alJ 
of concrete. The dressing room floor is 
reached by a circular staircase of cast iron. 

* * * 
The booth is equipped with two of the 

very latest Simplex projectors, Brenkert 
spot light, double dissolving stereopticon, 
etc. The location of the booth is such that 
there is a very insignificant projection angle. 
Consequent ly, it shows a better picture than 
many other houses. 

The organ is a Reuter, the largest theatre 
organ in Dallas, with 12 sets of pipes and 
several instruments of percussion in the 
main in strument and an echo organ with 
quite a complement of instruments. 

The seatin g of the auditorium is a chair 
of our own design built by American Seat
ing Company. There are 1,040 chairs in the 
forecourt and amphitheatre. Dent Thea-

The foyer at the entrance to the 
auditorium. This vaulted chamber 
is of travertine with a mica7ithic 
cei7ing. On the walls are fve 

wrought iron frames of Ita7ian de
sign, three for one-sheets, two with 

• m1rrors. . 
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The auditorium from the stage. 

Noteworthy is the unique seating, 
the 1,040 chairs ~tting into the 

color scheme of the theatre. The 

seats are in six diHerent color

groups and set with backs ~tted 
at random. 

Inc., gave an unusual th eatre an UI1 -

treatment and caused the seating to 
drawn into the decorative scheme of the 

house. The chair backs and arm rests are 
finished in duco, with probably the backs 

l of one-half of the total number o f chairs 
done in · desert sand, the balance in o ther 
colors. There are approximately 100 in 
cafe-au-lait, 100 in a light shade of blue, 
100 in orchid, 100 in green, 100 in Chinese 
red. All of the arm rests are in desert sand. 
The pneumatic seats are finished in g ray 
Spanish leather. The backs were fitted at 
any regularity or irregularity. The effect 

. is as startling as it is pleasing. There is a 
satiny sheen to these ducoed backs which 
you will observe in the photo taken from 
the stage. 

For the loges, the Roxy triple spring seat 
loge chair was selected. Thirty-one of these 
are used. They are identical in every de

I tail, even to color, to the chairs in the loge 
. section of the Roxy theatre, New York. 

* * * 
A very excellent ventilating system de-

vised by the engineering department of Dent 
Theatres, Inc., and found thoroughly prac
tical in other Dent theatres is used in the 
Arcadia. On the west side of the building, 
12 feet above the sidewalk, is a Carrier air 
washer. From the spray chamber the air is 
carried down into a large basement located 
below the center of the auditorium. From 
the basement it is carried forward under 

I 
pressure in three concrete ducts, each 4 feet 
by 4 feet, two of which rtm along and 

I under the side aisles, and the third run
ning parallel to these along the exact center 
of the forecourt. The side ducts discharge 
their cool air through orifices placed along 
the side walls, at a height of about 6 feet 
6 inches. The center duct exhausts this 
air through grilles under the central bank 
of seats. The rear section gets an equal 
amount of cooled air through two galvan
ized ducts, which discharge through grilles 
in the floor, and two which exhaust. An
other galvanized duct carries air t o the 
lounge beneath the amphitheatre and to th e 
various compartments opening therein. Ex
tending completely across the ceiling, just 
forward of the proj ection room, is a grille 
for additional exhausting of air when the 
theatre is packed in very sultry weather. 
There is no lack of circulation of air in this 
house. The heating system employs the 
same system of ducts for pumping in heated 
air and exhausting it. Natural gas is used 
in the hot air furnace. 

The Arcadia represents an outlay of $95,-
I 000 for building and $45,000 for equipmen t. 

Theatre men who have visited and inspected 
the house say not any of this money has 
been wasted. Indeed, the Arcadia is more 
than a show house it is one of the show 
places of Dallas . 

• 

The vestibule to the auditorium, a 

charming little ante-chamber ~t
ting, from ceiling to fountain, into 
the Italian scheme of things. H ere 
are two more wrought iron mirrors, 
and as in the foyer, wrought iron 

lamps. 
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The lounge. It is 
located below the 
amphitheatre and has 
off one end the w om 
en's room, with the 
men's off the other. 
The furniture is of 
iron and red mohair. 
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The organ 70ft and 
adjoining wall pane7s. 
The organ has 12 sets 
of pipes. In this de
tai7 is shown more 
c7 ear7y the I ta7ian 
garden motif in the 

decorative Plan. 


