NEW EGYPTIAN THEATRE
PENS TUESDAY EVENING

TRIBUTE-TO
THIS CITY

Doors To Playhouse ﬁWill Be |

. Opened To Public At Six
©’Clock

AI‘L IS READY NOW ‘ﬁ the Egyptian styde in itself is n

DeKalbh's new $300000 DeKalb
FEgyptian Theatre, built through the
co-operation of approximately 300
individuals of this city, members of
the DeKalb Theatre Company, will
be opened to the .public at 6:00
o'clock tomorrow evening. KEverye
thing will be in readiness for the op-

ening it was announced today bLY
Manager Dale A, Leifheit and <S5a

Miller. of Woodstock, president of
the DeK.Elb Egyptian Theatre. Mr.
Miller heads the company which wiil
operate the theatre while Mr, Leif-
heit is president of the DeKalb Thea-
'tre- Company, builders of the new
show palace.

Althouzh the doors of the theatre
will be opened at 6:00 o'clock, the
curtain will not rise on the first eve-
ning performance for . another
hour, 7:00 o'clock. There will be but
two shows tomorrow evening, it has
been announced. But the public will
be allowed to wander through the
beautiful building as long as is wish-
'ed. The doors will be open early in
'order that they may ha.\re this op-
portunity.

The opening of the new 1,600 seat
theatre is the realization of a dream
brought to perfection by the archi-
tect, Elmer F,Z Dehrns,
vears a member of the firm of Rapp
& Rapp, considered the dean of the-
atre architects. Mr. Behrns has do-
signed a number of theatres, includ-’

ing those in Woodstock, St. Charles
Pekin, and in other
Tilinois and. Wisconsin cities. Mr.,

Crystal Lake,

the Nile,

- far end of the
Brand stair case leading to the mez-

®lve, one finds

Tor several
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.."tha ‘whole theatre an effort has
‘Mmade for strength and dignity,

momumental one. The rich flora

especially the lotus and
PapsTUS, !  furnished the principal mo-
tifs ‘of ornament, and even suggested

the form of structiural design.

On entering the/ lobby one is im-
pressed at the lofffiness and grand-
our of the two story lobby, with mas-

sive beams and * ffilasters, yet ex-
tremely refined and deélicate. At the

obhy one sees the

annine bhalcony, Hepe, as eyerywhere

the! whole. result a
harmonious affair even the the fur.
Mshings, such as furniture. lighting

JixXtures, etc. The main fover, towo,
maintains a certain ruggedness, en-
hanced by ornamental cornices

Sky Is Depicted
On entering the main anditorium.

the traditional elements of composi-
tion in plan have recurred here
mainly the open court. even as in
the old times,  surrounded by & con-
tinunons colonnade or peristvie with
the open sky. above which the rain-
less. climate rv*rl“l'll?fﬁd In the then-
ire, onec sees murr*h betwernl thess

enlumns, furthering the effect of old
Egyvpt and incide ‘ntally making the
Interior appear nn»ﬂ vast court. Thesa
murals depict sunrise and-sunset and
also a.transition of Fegyvptian archi-

tecture from 3,400 B. O to 1,100 B,
A ’ |

The beauty of this style is In_its
natfuralness Take one of the columns
A8 An instance-— the motif of this
design was taken from the palm,

Behrns has become a familiar figure, P*PYTus or lotus palm leaves, being

in this city as he has personally mp-g
ervised the construction of the mo-y

tion picture playhouse.

carved upright about the top of the
shaft, bending gracefully under the

welght of the abacus. Likewise the

The following description of the 9'nament is based on natural forms

new theatre is-by Mr. Behrns: ‘

or on rnnventinna] geometric lines—

tied together by colors that

The DeKalb' Egyptian Theatre !Ilf ture itself.

its name, arouses in one thoughts of
_t?mq_l_l_a. Sphinz angd Pyramids —nﬂ-

-

C %y better wpfmw_
le ¥ a1d  tecture (starting nt

Eglnning of the third mi
before Christ and existing for a

Style Is Dignified
. The Egyptian style, though monu-
mf'ntal and dignified, is ‘neverthe-

\Jess, tamous for beauty of proportion
‘&®hd. dignified grace, which gives it

riod of over 3,000 years) let the read« * the touch of magnificence and sub-

er be guided by a short synopsis nﬁ
gyptian history as they look at tbl:

design of this theatre,

limity far more than a maze of orna-

mentation and myriads of mlor eyer

gould. . | :

As one sees the exterior of thhf And m 0!‘! looking at the statues

theatre he. is attracted to the t
guardians of this temple flankin
each side of a stained glass window

in which is depicted the sacred beetlJ
e two g'utrd.h.nl.

of the Egyptians,
or Pharaohs, as they
the kings and leaders,

are called, are

of Rameses 11

whumoa?

FJ
he

set Iin a cano
miche in each gide, one can feel

g uiet, peaceful and restful dignity of

this particular styvle which was tak-
an during the reign of Rameses 11T,
Mut 1200 B. C.

And again, lnnkinr further, at the

the building of the pyramids and organ arches and then at the pros-

roval tombs and to this

day theélr eeniom
statues guard palace and tomb Thrue«

itself, surmounted bv the
bust of a FPharaoh, one is not sur-
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rcommunity plays,

e 0O TIge
Baker, multi-
millionaire New

York . banker,

earned his first

money (37)
- selling cran-
berries he
found beneath
-~ bushes other
pickers  had
overlooked. To-
day he iIsoneof /J <
the five rlchut
men., |
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same effect Iin the

prised to see the

asbestos curtain and drapes; is not
surprised to see A huge stage which
can accommodate all vaudeville or

modern _conveniences and stages, scis

1 and properties.

The projection room equipment is
the same as used In the best theatres.
All of the lighting effects are con-
troliled from a switchboard in the
projection room and are obtained bv
means of resistance plates. . These
plates or dimmers allow the operator
to fade out one or more colors and

bring up:anther color, thereby get-
ting an indefinite amount of color
combinations.

In the winter time the theatre is
heated with fresh, clean air taken
from outside. A large fan draws the
outside air in and blows it over two
large cast iron furnaces which warm
the fresh air to proper temperature
The air is then forced thrnuzh ducts

or tunnels to the mushrooms under
the seats.

hausted through the grill in damp

‘and grills In rear balcony ceiling by

means of roof wventilators. Th=-
amount of fresh air delivered each
hour' for each person is 1,200 cubic
feet.

In the summer the patron will re-
ceive ventilation
roof which will introduc:.e the air into

the auditorium through the grills in

the ceiling organ’ lofts. - ;

The building occupies a site of 162
feet by 74 feet, without the lobly
which is 25 feet wide and 95 [feel
long. :

and has all the

The foul air is then ex-

|
Sfrom a fan on t!n-




