
Old Bellefontaine theater 
building to be refurbished 

The Holland Theatre in Belle­
fontaine has been purchased by 
Logan County Landmark Preserva­
tion Inc. to house the new Logan 
Country Arts Center. 

This move followed a year of 
activities beginning with the fonning 
of the group in November 1998 and 
continuing with negotiations to pur­
chase the theater. Much of the initial 
momentum for the project came from 
the Bellefontaine Middle School 
Enrichment Class's "Save the HoI­
land Theatre" project for which the 
class received second place in an 
international competition in the 
. spring of 1999. 

The theater opened in February 
\ 1931. It was designed by architect 

Peter Hulsken of Lima. a native of 
Holland. 

The 66- by 220-foot building's 
design incorporates Dutch cross 
bond brick and the main lobby fea­
tures a beamed ceiling. slate floors 

and rough wall s. The "oy~r has it 

vaulted ceiling and paneled wain· 
scoting walls. in the . lyle of a great 
Dutch hall . and is decorated wilh 
shields and coats of an b r presenl­
ing the imponant cities of Bollnnd. 
Th~ 64· by 11 2·foot uuditorilllll 

originally ~al d 1.000 and the h~ll ­
cony sealed 400. Th Slage. I' r~c 
enough to uccom,nodute legitimal~ 
theater. is fronted by a stune arch and 
there are working windmills on cal'll 
side of the main floor. 

The building is basically sound but 
needs a new roof and luckpointing. 
The interior will require major dean­
ing and restoration hut is intuct . 

A kick·off c(!l(!bralion will he hdd 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Wednesday at the 
theater. 

Benefactors Richard and p(!ggy 
Knowlton will be acknowledged for 
their gift to the project and theater 
tours. entertainment and refresh­
ments will follow. 


