
Holland offers unique theater experience 
By BRIDGET EARLY 
Staff Writer 
The Holland Theater In 

Bellefontaine i entering th e­
ond phase of a po i ble five pha e 
renovation pr ~ect, with plan tor 
replacing the roof before winter, 
-according to Marge Brundage, 
chairman publ ic r lati n, for 
Logan Co unty Landm ark 
Pre er ation, Inc. 

The pre er ation purcha d th 
building in December of J 999 for 
$J 35 000 with the heJp of ben fac­
tor. Dick and P ggy Knowlton 
Logan County resid nt ho have 
fond memorie of the theater. 

The Holland i a one-of-a-kind 
atmo pheric theater de igned and 
built in 193 1 by architect Peter M . 
Hul ken who wa born and educat­
ed in Holland. The design retle t 
17th c ntury Out'h arenite ture 
depicting exi ting building in 
Holland, including the hou e in 
which Hul ken was born al 
Arnhem, built in 1643 according 
to record. 

Working windmill whirled 
beneath the ceiling whi h wa orig­
inaIJy dark blue with twinkling 
tar and rolling cloud. The de. ign 

al 0 incorporate Dutch cro bond 
brick, typi aJ of Holland. Brundage 
aid. 

The audit rium i 64 feet wide 
and 112 feet I ng and origin II 
had eati ng for 1 000. In addition. 
the balcony originally eated 400. 
A large tone arch pre ent the 3 
foot tage de igned for live theater. 

The theater wa one of everal 
theater built in New York, 
Penn ylvania and Ohio that w re 
owned by Schine Enterpri e Inc. To 
en. ure that the theater wou Id not b 
copied , Hul k n patented th 
de ign. 

The attached 5,000- quare-t ot 
office building hou ed the office ' 
of Schine Enterpri e In . for a 
time, Brundage aid. In ub eq uent 
year a number of bu ine offic 
have come and gOIl . 

One unique quality to the build­
ing wa that it wa bui lt of teel and 
concrete and wa con idered fire­
proof. The original picture reen 
wa 40 fee t wide, tbe large t in the 
tate at the time of con truction, 

ac ording to hi torical account . 
Con truction took only four 

month · to complete and wa one of 
the f w project going on in 
B II fomain at th time, accord­
ing Brundage. 

During th 1960 and 70 the 
go rnment anti-tru t law broke 
up the hine Enterpri e Inc. group 
and the building wa put up for 
aJe. 

While the building ha deterio­
rated in ub equent year the 
pre ervation i fortunate that the 
bui lding i ba ically ound. 

e e ary repair include a new 
ro f, pouting repajr and orne 
tuck pointing. The interior need 
major cleaning and re toration . 

The theater wa divided into 
everal maILer theater in recent 

yea . Fortunately great are wa 
taken not to damage the original 
fa ade. There are al 0 many of the 
original chair in the theater 
Brundage aid. 

he a l 0 aid tbat when the the­
ater wa divided tee I beam and 
concret were poured over the 
tage. Once the co ncrete i 

r moved the original wood tage 
will be re eaJed. 

Complete renovation could co t 
a much a $4 million to 5 mi llion 
and a lot of hard work, according to 
Brundage. The pre ervation i cur­
rently con ulting with everal 
re toration expert. 

15-member board of tru tee 
ha p nt five to ix month in 
trat gic planning. T hey meet two 

to three time a month and have an 
pen meeti ng the fourth Tue day of 

lh month to inform intere ted 
community member about theij" 
progre , Brundage aid. 

Cleaning crew removed three 
ee 'Holland' on Page A-7 

Unique cinema 
experience: The 
Holland Theater in 
Bellefontaine, with 
its Dutch architec­
ture facade, is one 
of a kind, accord­
ing to the group 
that has worked 
toward its preser­
vation . 
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:trucK beds of jnnk to be hauled 
-away. Crew' members swept and 
• mopped floors, cleaned restroom 
• eplaced light bulbs, checked wiring 
and replaced defective wire '. They 
Have also made repair to windows 

• 
nd doors to stop draft , according 

.to Brundage. 
: Plans' include renovating the 
:qffice space to u e for tudio, con-

erence rOOms, art da se and meet­
. ng rooms . .The building could a1 0 

·serve as a conference facility to fit 
•. nto the Retention and Expan ion 

ogan County '98 Objective, 
:according to Brundage. 
• Professidnal theater and touring 
• -acts are also expected. 
: Group~ and organization 
:expectoo to benefit from the space 
·available include the Cultural Art 
.commission, the Logan County Alt 
:Leagtie, 10£al theater groups, the 
:Loganna,ires, Bellefontai ne and 
:Logan County Schools, the We t 
"Central Ollio Community Concert · .. 
'Band, the Genealogical Society, 
:L>ance StUdios, .Logan County 
'CoftventioD~ and Tourism and other 
groops. · . . . 
: The preservation group al 0 sug­
gests many:new program could be 
developed such as amateur and pro­
fessional~ etJtertainglent, film festi­
Vm, edU~au()nal prpgram for the 
:arts, ' teen conventions, parenti.ng 
'Classes, COl\11llunity/county service 
~fojeots and numerous others. 
• The p:re5ervstion has beard from 
lmijviduaJ,s as far away as Calif. 
"who wish it support the' renovation 
and who are sharing fond m.emorie 
'about the theater. Bruhdage said that 
people have 'reminisced about get­
ting engaged at the Holland had 
:thc;ir first :.tes ~ received their . , -

fi I t i at the th ater. 
The . memory f accompanying 

her father on a 'date" to see "2 ,000 
League Under the Sea," hold a 
pecial plac in Bruodag " heart. 

She a1 0 aw many Ro Roger 
movie with her aunt at the Hiland. 

An one who li v d here ha 
memorie " of the Holland ," She aid. 

The Logan County Landmark 
Pre er ation Inc. new. lett r, The 
Projector, relates a memory from 
Ro e Donovan 

I It was the . be t job I ever had . 
AlJ fun. I wa in high chool (194 ), 
got ut before la t period and 
worked at Woolworth" till 5: 0, 
went home ate, changed cl the 
and wen t work at the H Hand 
Theater at the candy Oll nter,' 
Donovan wrote, adding that he 
remembered her mother winning 
$250 in a drawing. Her parent 
bought ice cream cone for the 
whole n ighborhood. 

Space j already being put to u e 
in the building. The Logan unty 
Art League, after 47 year in xi ­
tence has reahzed it dream of ha -
ing a gallery. The ga lJery is curr nt­
ly 10 ated fn the we t anne f th 
theater. When the renovation i 
complete a permanent rt oall ry 
will be in orporated into the plan . 

The pre ervation i acti ely eek­
Lng old photographs that may help 
identify original attwork or ar ru­
tectural de ign located in the foy r 
bebiodthe main lobby. 

Tho e interested in m r infor­
mation 'upporting the Holland 
Theater Renovati n or becoming 
member of the Logan ounty 
Landmark Pre ervati" n. In . b uld 
conta t the pre ervation at their 
office located in the 'H Hand Theater 
at 592-9002. . 


