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Sound engineers, cornpleUnJ: te:ll:! 
on the new nKO PII\Ul Th~l\ter pn 
~IClII' II lr('('t opposite Crescent Park. 
lall! .)'('stc rdlly·urtcrnoon pronounced 
the auditorium IIcoustlcnlly perfect, 
The Shl\lllro Contltrllctlon Com· 
pany, the gen~~1 contractor. I.' now 
awaiting the arrival oC Jo.eph 
Plunkelt. vlc~presldcmt ot Radio 
Kenh Orpheum. John Eberlon. the 
architect who desljtned the the&ter, 
and Lou COldlnKt dlvllloD mftnngl'r 
oC RKO. expecteu In town on Mon­
day. who will Inspect the housll IInd 
look over- the ruults ot the lIound 
engineer's test!. It the auditorium 
I. Ilccoptt'd. the Shllplro Company 
will be released Crom a bond tor 
$ll!O,OOO which It pOlted when It 
took the contract. guarl)nteelng thllt 
the house whon finl!thed would have 
persecr $COUlltlCII. 

Building 1\ thMler I\coulJUcl\lIy 
porCClot In thll day at tnl \C:ln~ plc­
tu'ros Is an art In ltHelf and require. 
Ipeclnl IqtormaUon ond training In 
Ihe work. John. Eberson. notionally 
known lblater nrchltect. who do­
Ilgned tho new RKO Ploxtl. and hie 
assIstant In chllrKo or construdlon 
hore. Harlow 'Vheelor. Aro oll!ports 
In thelller Bound control nnd the 
work they hllve built Into the 

-theater ('ully plUlltOd Lhe mOllt rigid 
requlremcmle oC tb" Iteurtd englneerll 
In the Inepeatloll ye ll lerrlAy. 

The lIound requlroments ot the 
mcdern Rtmoephorlc theftter ox­
hnd Iven to the lype or »l\lnt ueed 
on the walls. Labornlory lest. h.,,·o 
shown that 011 palntl have 1\ high 
ronecUng quality ftnd tho UBO of 
them on tho wallll and ceilings or 
an audltorluJh hllll ·been )cnown to 
caulSCI whllt III known as .. tuu" In 
the reproduction ot lound ftlm!'!. 
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In conneotlon with the finishing 
and decorAtion ot the thonter moro 
tllfln 2,000 egl:lI. or rBther the whItes 
of the ogStJ wero ' ulled on tho blue 
domo In the audltorluPl alono. 'rhls 
acomB lIke 1\ fulry IIlory at ftr&t 
Blance but \.t mUllt bo remembered 
that tho only pAInt lhlll c.an be UlIed 
In the modorn thoA~e .. li tempera. ft 
prepllu.tlon of dry pl~mont In ap­
propriate colorll. mixed with white 
at ogg. ThJs technique W8lJ dis­
covered morll than 1.000 )'esrs ago 
by the old mfttlters ot Greeco Ilnd 
Italy. m,,"y of whosll trescoea have 
come down to tho prosont tlmo In 
perfect preaorvatlon on tho \Valll! 
and celllnRs of cathedrols and 
pAlaces ot the old world. Mllny ot 
the grelltest pAlnllntts In the his­
tory ot lhe world have boen done 
In thll manner Rnd It IR only 
through this technique that tho 
work ot Rnphl\ol. Leonardo da 
Vlnel and other groat masters has 
been preservod 

Tompnra WIIS Ilsed on tho domo 
of the new RKO· PlnzB not only be­
cnuso It lasts longer. retains 1111 
eolors beller Ilnd Is acoustically ac­
ceptablo, but olso boclluae' only 
through tho use or tempera could 
Kor.:eOUlt deop glowing bluc ot the 
Spanish 'nIght 9kles ho dupliCAted 
In tho arched domo ot th., Budl­
torlum. 

Tho Spanish walls. niches Bnd de-­
IIIRns oC the IIldewolls hBVO be on 
polychromed In two tomaos ' ot 
plaster Ilnl"boJ roughly and with 
ono eolored pll\ster placed over an­
other to Ret the brllllnnt contrast­
Ing colore ncco1lS4~' In tha IIcenlc 
b8c~rounrl of a theat(![' or · thlll 
modern atmospheric typo. 'the 
wholo n/Tect Is plcoslns: nnd hAr-
monious. ' ----. ... .. " ---


