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STATE THEATRE OPENS DOORS TONIGHT I 

.. ~ . .. --

-

-- -
• , 
i 

,--

-

• 

-

"Prid~ of the Peninsula" is the ~Iog~n adopted by the Bay Shore Theatre cor­
poratJO.n fOt: ~outh San FrancISco S new theatre, and after the grand open­
Ing tOnIg;ht It IS exp.ected that there will be plenty of people to agree. "Smart 
Money" IS the opemng feature. 
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Simple, Modern 
Design Feature 
Of New Theater 

, Charm Achieved by A 1'-1 
chitect without Com-

mon Faults I 

1 
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The "Royal" 
"State". 

is dead, long live the 

Sounds like a revolution, but it 

I 

· really means that s tarting tonight I 
South San Francisco's " talkie" fans I 

· trans£er thei r sounds and scenes to , 
South San Francisco's new S125,000 I 

~ showhouse. the "State", erected by 
] the Bay Shore Thea te r corporation 
f of wh ich A. J . Esch Ibach is presi ­
~ dent. , 

1 Designed by M. J . Reid of Reid 
Bros. who have drawn the plans for 

· 40 theaters in the bay region, the 
State li ves up 1.0 its s logan, "the 

t pride of the peninsu la". As the sta te. 
· Iy structure discarded the builder's 
• scaffoldings it became the object of 
t public admiration for its exterior 
~ beauty. Tonight its equa lly attrac-
· tive interior will be shown to the 

public for the first time. 
1 sr ANISII MOTIF 
' I The Spanish motif pr e vai l s 
) throughout and instead of the usual 
J hodge-podge of incidental decora­
i tions with which theater interiors 
· are so often plastered, the State of­
I fers distinct relief in simple charm 

built around a comprehensive cen­
tral idea. The walls represent bui ld­

t ings about a Spanish court, the bal­
· conies, windows and tiled roofs pro­
- I viding ample opportunity for decor­
I ative art and novel lighting. The 

effect is modernness without radi­
calism or mere profusion. 

· A spaciolls, th ick-carpeted lobby 
) s tretch es the entire length of the 
, rea l' of the theater, with direct cn­
t trances to the downsta irs sca ts and 
· s tairways leading to the loge and 
! balcony sections upstairs, where one 
r finds the ladies lounge on the mez­
! anine floor with luxurious appoint-
3 ments. 

In the loge section that last row 
I of seats is built in two-seat com­
• partments, suggesting a charming 
) spot for couples who don't like to 

be too far apart. 
I The seating capacity is about tOOO. 
· Mechanically the State oHers the 
· latest in sound equipment, and a 
1 Western Electric engineer will be in 

charge to supervise the operations 
· for the first two weeks. 
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HOST TONIGHT Dr" to 
• Be Toastmaster 

F or Dedication 

I ty Tax Collector to 1 
I Speak 

I 

I When the State theater opens its 
I doors tonight to a crowd of "first 
\ nighters", it promises to launch one s, 
lof the most successful theater en- C 

terprises on th~ pel'J nsl.lle. In h (\nol' ~ 
of the opening a formal dedication I 

. will be conducted between the first ; 
and second shows, with Dr. J . C. I 
McGovern acting as toastmaster. , ~ 
Mayor J . P . Quinlan, J . W. Cole- I 

I herd, Supervisor Thomas L. Hickey ~ 
and County Tax Collector Ambrose s 

" McSweeney will deliver short acl- c 
. dresses, to which A. J . Eschelbach, I 

A. J . EscheJbach, president of the president of the Bay Shore theater 
Bay Shore Theatre t~rpur.ation and corporation, will respond. As a spe- ~ 
fnr~cr mayor or the cll y Will be host ciaJ feature William Connelly, bari- t 
tOnight at what should be a fuJI tone, will s ing several selections, 
house_ YEARS OF PLANNING I 

Eschelbach Wins 
Opening of the theater tonight cul- t 

minates years of planning by Eschel- t 
bach. For a while Charles Peterson, 

( 

Life Ob
. . manager of San Bruno and Broad-

]ecbve I way theaters, planned to build in ; 
,South San FrancIsco but after sev- I 
I eral weeks of negotiations, joined 1 

Opening Tullight Marks forces with Esehelbaeh in the Bay 1 

R . I f Eff.t Shore Theater corporation, the olfi-
eWat ( 0 01 eers of which are Esehelbach, presi-

dent; Peterson, vice president; Wal- . 
Al Esche lbach, 28 years afte r his ter Preddy, secretary and Mrs. Mary 1 

first arrival i~ South San Francis~o, 1 Eschelbach, treasurer. f 
attains the highest success that life The opening feature picture is 
h~s yet afforded him when he .opens ( Smart Money", starring Edward J 

hiS new theater to the public to- I Robinson. with a Laurel and Hardy f 
night. While he might have sol.d the comedy, 'lIBe Big". News reels and I 
house on a reserved sea ~ baSIS, he short subjects will be shown with all l 

declined to reserve a . smgle seat, I programs. I 
even for part icular fri ends and a 1 - -
Chamber of Commerce delegation, . Contmuous shows Will be hel.d on 
and the house is turned over to the ! Satu~'days, Sundays and holidays 
public in every sense of the word as startmg at 3 p. m. Eschelbac~ states. 
the former mayor of the city un- On week days ~he doors Will open 

I ck th d at 6:45 p- m_ wIth the second show 
o s e oars. . 8 45 : 

Esche lbach has been in the thea- startmg at : . 
ter business here since 1912 when -------

!the first "Royal" theater was built Dru."d Ch."ef to 
Visit Chapter 

on Grand avenue. SIX years later he 
erected the theater which now gives I 
way to the $1 25,000 State, He is also 
proprietor of the Royal Supply com- ( 
pany. and with aU of his business 
duties found time to undertake a; Plan to Hold Convention 
long career of public service. He Here in 1933 
served on the city councIl from 1918 
to 1930, serv ing as mayor after May, 
1927. He is a Shriner, an Elk and Charles Colbert, grand chief of 

the United Ancient Order of Druids an Eagle. 
He came to South San Francisco ~nd , ,~tt;.e.r g!:.~~~ . :'..f!~ce_~ . ;Vi~t. ~~~_it 


