
W O buildings recen tly completed 
by F abre and Hildebra nd , archi tects, of 
San F rancisco, a re illustrated in this n um­
ber. One of these, the Alta Mira Hotel a t 
Sausa li to, M arin County, replaces an old 
land mark razed by fire in 1929. T he fan­
shaped structure has a unique setting in 
the picturesq ue Marin hill s w ith plea sing 
outlook from practically every room. 

A maximum amount of sunshine is an 
added asset to the hostelry a three-story 
re-inforced concrete build ing w ith fire re­
s is tant, double sound proofed floors and 
walls , steam heat, polished maple floors 
fo r danCing and a radio in each gue t room. 
The dominant notes of the Alta Mira a re its 
dis tinctive simplicity and digni ty. The gen­
era l principa ls of Floren tine-I ta lian archi­
tecture have been successfull y a da pted to 
the topogra phy , climate and needs of 
American life. The building has one en­
trance on H a rri son Street, bu t the main 
entrance is by the garden from Bulkley 
A venue through an a rcaded loggia. F rom 
the vanta ge point of this spacious and shel­
tered loggia one of the ma gnificen t views 
of the Bay, for which the hills of Sausa li to 
a re famous, is to be ha d . The new hotel, 
set in its cha rming hillside surrounding, w ill 
impress one with the change which the 

• 

boosters of marvelous Marin have wrought 
in an old song. As sung by the Italian bard 
it went "See Naples and Die", but "See 
M arin County and Live" is the modern 
way. 

While the exterior of the hotel is of im­
posing design, it is w ithin its walls that 
one is arrested by the appeal of surround­
ings a subtl e charm of appointments and 
archi tectural form that suggest a sense 
of warmth, comfort and individ ual bea uty. 

In the nea r future it is the intention to 
build an a nnex to the South of the pres­
en t building con taining rooms w ith ba ths 
and a socia l ha ll on the fi rst fl oor. 

Separate cottages w ill a lso be buil t 
a round the grounds on the order of those 
at D el M on te and the Ambassador H otel, 
Los Angeles. (See Airplane View .) 

One of the great a ttractions of the Al ta 
Mira site are its trees and shrubbery. Be­
sides ra re specimens of euca lyptus, Irish 
Y ew trees . rubber trees, M onterey, Ita lian 
and Lawson cypress, there a re huge ma g­
nolias and colorful fl ow er beds scattered 
throughout the grounds . 

* * * 
In the new Uptown theater , San Fran­

cisco, Messrs. Fabre and Hildebrand , have 
uccessful y combined the early Spanish 

sty le with the new forms of C alifornia a r­
chitecture. There a re gay colors, jazzy pa t­
terns, brigh t pa tches o f light and unusua l 
details everywhere to interest and please 
the thea ter pa trons. 

Beautifully wrought iron ligh ting fi x­
tures, heavily padded carpets, luxuriously 
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STAIRCASE TO MEZZANINE, UPTOWN THEATER. SAN FRA NCISCO 
FABRE [, HILDEBRAND, ARCHITECTS 
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INTERIOR. UPTOWN THEATER, SAN FRANCISCO 
Fabre & Hildebrand, Architects 

furnished dressing r00111S and a mezzanine 
lounge extending the entire width of the 
theater, are some of the interesting details. 

The mezzanine lounge is generously 
equipped with restful furniture for the com~ 
fort of waiting patrons. Stairways at either 
end connect the lobby and mezzanine, al~ 
though it is not necessary to pass through 
the mezzanine to approach the balcony and 
loge section. Short ramps lead directly to 
the forward part of the balcony, the entire 
lower section of which is devoted to wide, 
deeply upholstered loge chairs. 

From the loges an impressive view is ob~ 
tained of the interior. The Uptown being 
atmospheric, much attention has been given 
to sky and lighting effects. The camouflage 
of open sky, airy distances and the substan~ 
tial character which has been given the con~ 
struction of picturesque houses, which com~ 
prise the side walls of the theater, has been 
ac hieved with much realism. The a udience 
would seem to be seated in an open court, 
s urrounded by adjoining tiled roofed struc~ 
tures with decorative balconies. There are 
arched promenades or covered passage~ 
ways at either side of the main auditorium. 
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