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Projection Notes

Latest information on Simplex E-7
and preview model projector. By
Paul R. Cramer, Local 150, IATSE.

In answer to a question by one of the brother
members of Local 150, TATSE: "Has anyone dis-
covered a way to successfully stop the cooling
tan on an E-7 Simplex from drawing the gasses
out of the lamphouse in the booth?” the timely
question draws a welcome “yes.” It 1s a pleasure
to not only explain the solution but also to pass
on a boost for Herbert Grithn and his Inter-
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national Projector organization for hitting upon
something that may revolutionize the projection
booth as far as sound-proofing and lamp heat
regulation are converned.

The method of stopping the draft is simple,
as are all really great things—they usually are
so simple we wonder why someone didn’t think
of them years ago—but in this case, the solution
awaited the dissovery in another held of the in-
gredients and methods of making the article that
the International Projector organization has
adapted to solve this problem. Our description
of the article will have to be quite meagre, in-
asmuch as there are only two sets out, one at
the Chinese in Hollywood, the other at the Alex-
ander 1n Glendale, Califorma. Brother Fred
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Abhorve, close-up of the new attachment for
Simplex Model E-7 (described in accom-
panying story) which may revolutionize
projection practice in sound-proofing and
lamp heat regulation: and at right. a > pre-
view” shot of the new Simplex preview
model. now in operation at the Alexander,
Glendale, California.

Weaver (Local 150, IATSE) of the Chinese
assures me that the system works excellently, It
still 1s being experimented with

Method used 1s a stereoptican shide idea, ncor-
purr.lltd into the provector 1it-~ru.:r'| just to the reas of
the rear shutter (as illustrated in the accompanyimng
picture) in place of the usual cone that fits into the
mouth of the lamphouse, There 15 a gadget that 15
shaped similar to a regular shde holder: and into
this shde holder 1s ‘~.|.t]"["l;=| i E"‘]..HL"I.E o r'il.u.' ul
optically flat, clear, heat-resisting material capable
of holding and dissipating ternithe heat  (much
more than ever wll out of a projection
lamp). This picce of optically flat, clear, heat-
resisting material stops all dratt from the rear
shutter fan, as well as stopping the mouth of
the projection lamphouse, thereby giving the pro-
pectionist better control of the projection lamp-
house itself.

Brother Weaver assures me that 1t 1s virtually
impossible to tell when the glass 15 1n or out
There 1s a shght waver as the edge ot the glass
passes the ‘light beam, during its insertion, but
otherwise there 1s no telling, as far as the audi-
ence 15 concerned, whether the glass 15 o or out

1913 to E-7

Last month we promised dope  from
Brother Weaver about the new E-7 Simplex, re-
cently installed at the Chinese. The accompany-
ing pictures show the new Chinese setup, which
i:-i l.lﬂl.ll.'[' Ehr care ol Brothers "'l.‘.n:lL'.I\'L'l'._ :";-I.l'l:rl-'ll.'LiL'T.
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Luppy, Babcock and Greiner, all of Local 150,
IATSE,
In Number 1 you will see the copper water

pipes (in circle), This water pipe formerly sup-
plied the cooling jacket around the old aperture
plates with cold water: but thanks to the new
cooling system of the E-7 Simplex these pipes
will no longer be necessary, thereby taking away
another worry of the projectionist.

Number 2 shows a close-up of the E-7 projec-
tor head and the RCA push-pull sound head.
I know that it will be unnecessary to suggest
that you note the extreme cleanliness, sturdiness
and simplicity of this projector head, from the
general utility lamp at the top of the head to
the one shot ol system at the bottom, the top
loop hre trap that really works, the adjusting
screw that gives vou control over the tension
shoes, the extra length of the tension shoes, and
the oil well on the bearing of the intermittent
sprocket, Last but not least note the new type
douser and bracket that Bro, Weaver has made
especially for this new Simplex E-7.

After a close study of the accompanying pho

tograph, one cannot help but praise the hands

wirk of the International Projector people 1o
turning out such a I|u|'g. remutrkable paece ol
workmanship.  Not only 15 the projector visually

far advanced, but there are unseen advancements
that make it truly a great piece of equipment,
such as having all the sprockets and rollers and
in fact all parts of this prroectio that touch the
hlm in any way have been machined
that all that touches the hlm 1s from the center
ot the x'["rl.'lL!iL'l holes outward, I|L-;-r-.‘|‘-1_.' prevent
ing all of the ola pme damage to blm trom
scratches.  This, T should say, was quite a jump
on the Academy Research Council's damaged hlm
report,

Just to digress a moment, compare this latest
thing in the art of projection with the projec-
tors 1 Number 3 The center shot, taken at
the American Theatre at Fifth and Broadw ay, Los
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Angeles, in 1915, and top picture of the Powers
projectior at the Colleee Theatre at Fitth and Ha
dlso 14913 e prouCiig ||*--.-! it the American

Chedatre wits an I.-lni'l_l._'l.lF'll and  the privjectiongst

wis Brother Harold Salor of Locasl 37 and 150
|_-"'|,l]I"'\|. :.‘"\I-.Il||_ ';||l, sl ] tlhe !*\uu:r|- it the Amern
can and the big marble <lab that the projectos
wis sct upon, also the open hight at the AP
ture plate, and naturally the accompanyving straun
on the projectiomist’'s eyes as well as the hre
hazard.  Even as late as 19135 the use of an
electric motor  tie run the projector . was against
the law As 1 remember, these photographs

1.:“.' dTd |l1 rI"H :1].-.

||u|_'.'= L

taken by the heht of

ection lamp of the second machine we

Were

Saturday and Sundav, a SCWING e hine Ly
J"'-II"TIII_'LEI.'.IF"EI

In the o prcture o MNumber 3 on the shelt
in the rear of the Powers projector you will see
the powertul open work  wire wound  rheostat
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in use at that time and the ultra heavy wall
switches that were used. MNote the |:1:1f1itj.1:n nf
these wall switches, where we had to reach over
the hot lamphouse to cut the juice so we could
trim the carbons,

In the bottom photograph we see the corner
of Fifth and Hill Streets in 1913, with the gas
lights 1in the lobby ot the then luxurious College
Theatre, and the old Ocadental Hotel across the
street and the New Hotel Clark that was being
butlt next to .  Incidentally, the snappy roadster
with the turtle back was one used for hlm de-
livery 1n the Tally circunt.

Swinging ftrom  this “ultra modern”™ era of
1913, let us make a dash over to the Alexander
Theatre, Glendale, Calif., where Fox-West Coast
15 anstalling a complete outht of the new Simplex
sound System.  In tact everything in the booth
1s new but the lamps.

This nstallation took place June 22, 1938,
and 15 the frst Simplex  installation for Fox-
West Coast, as well as the largest installation
the Simplex people have undertaken of the more
than 100 sets they have nstalled to date. It
will not be possible to get @n accurate account
ot the performance of this equipment until next
1ssue.  But inasmuch as there were several reels
of wvarious productions of different studios run
off for test purposes, we can say that the equip-
ment was not found wanting, but the final analy-
s1s. will be atter the studios have run two or
three previews on this new system.

Now let us get to part of this equipment
that 15 of utmost anterest to the projectionist,
namely, the projector head, and the changes made
recessary by having a preview attachment added,
as pictured on Page .. We have printed a
pacture of the propecton head of the E-7 at the
Chinese in Hollywood, for comparison purposes
in the layout on Page ... Please note the
radical change of the position of the oil reser-
viur of the head installed at the Alexander and
the flywheel, out in front of the motor instead
of between the motor and the head, also the
compact carner tor the new piece ot heat-resist-
g matersal to stop the draft at the mouth of
the lamphouse,

Personally, 1 think the new location of the wml
reservorr s much better than the old location.
It takes the il out of the bottom of the pro-
jector and puts 1t on top and to the side of the
[rroecton head where 1t can be taken care of
much better,  Should 1t become necessary to put
4 preview attachment on your equipment, there
are no last minute changes to be made 1n the
head, so we all can enmjoy the advantages of dif-
terent types of preview attachments.

Brother Frank Hibbert of Hibbert, Platt, Urhk,
Bradley and Tart, all good members of the pro-
wection crew at the Alexander, and ot Local 150,
IATSE, tells me that the new preview attachment
1s & honev.  As vou can see by the photograph
it o1s a0 permanent nstallatton and 15 easy o
handle. The g door of the lower magazine
has a hinge 1n 1t and when the attachment s
in use the whole door opens but when standard
or composite  prints  are used the front half {If
the door closes and just the back halt or the
portion  ovel the |.Ifll-.1|:. reel 15 used. This 15 a
big advantage.

While talking to R. H. McCollough, supervisor
of projection of Fox-West Csoat, he explained
that the work being done at the Alexander in
Glendale 15 part of the routine emploved by the
circunt to keep apace with the constant improve-
ments 1 sound and projection as they are trnied
and approved by the technicians in the studios.

Picture Number 4 15 a good view ot the hrst
western nstallanon of the Simplex sound system,
at the San Carlos, Phoenix, Arizona. We had
this picture made before we obtained the ex-
clusive shots of the Alexander, Glendale, just
hetore EoIng o press,

( The installation of the Powers projector mn
the College Theatre at Fatth and Hill  Streets,
March 12, 1912, was done by John Filbert, then
located in his store at the corner of Sixth and
Aain Streets, 1in the Severance Building. )
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