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Aztec Theater, Soon to Open,
Only One of Its Kind In | U.S

Follows the Lines of Ancient
.Temples and at Same
Time Is Newest Thing in

. Country—De Luxe En-

. tertainment Promised.

OT nalone uavelts but sntertain-

ment of this better sorh
sured San Anteninng when the Aztec
Theater at Commeree and 8t Mary's
Streets opens 16 daars kbortly. For
monthy canstruetion has hasn earried
on ju a structure apparently nothing
more than aan offive building of a
modern type.

And, that is why something mere
than the casunl surprise gawiits the
theratergoers of this city, The build-
ern have delved intn thoss conturies,
veiled by the pnst, to find something
pew. and new it ix even in this day
of the million dallar thenters embran-
ing every convenience looking to the
comfort an entertninment of its pa-
troos. The Aztee hpu pll of that and
more. Tts design follows closely the
lines of the anvcient Aztee temples
found in the Ol Mexivs of am enrfier
day: and the many symbalx forming
o intexral a part of 1he mfctm.- of

the theagter ave ax earreecl as puine
taking  weareh  through Mexiean
archives wonld permit. e Aztee

were a eoforful (ol in
tion of their trmples. This ealorine
tax heen faithfully followesd here. and
which naturally will he heiglitenad
by the intricars sobome enveied out in
the lighting efforts, &u it is reasen-
oblr ¢oriain there iz not anathor the-
atep quite like it in the United Staiex,
and whirh at the samr time rcrentes
a new “poipt of interest” for San

in ousd

f

1
the decora-

i proximately 33 feet hizh above which'

Anfnvnn« “and visitors,

Thentrieal architerts say there ave
but fow theaters in the cntive worid,
in proportion to its gize, that have
the rnominess af !obb\- und  promes
unde spoce.  There ix eavouzlh room
in the varisus corridors, lounging
and retiving rooms for enongh persons
to strall ahoul to fill the auditorfum.
In addition to these spuces there wili
be & snlon devoted to theater parties
where ten or buffet luncheous may
be served,

The main labhy ix 535 hy 05 feet
with dim vunited ceiling G3 feet ubove
the floor. Tt was customury in the
building of the Aziec temples to pro-
vifle openings in the ceilings throogn
which {be smoke of the sllars fives
ond socrifices might filter toward the
heavens. Iun tha Aztee lobby this idea
has heen utilized and throvgh ihree
distynee shafts in the ceiling one may |
glimpse the stav-Lilled sky above,

Of course there are unt netuil open-
ings in the roof but tha art el deo-
otating and lbhe lighling effect Dbas
produced the perfeet illusion. Br an
unique elpctric effect it has been
made poasible o show floeting clouds,
nud the moon's pale light stremms
through the opepinge throwing @
splotch of light full upon a seulptyred
figure of an ancient Aztes pod of war,

Specin) furniture has boen dexigned
by the architects and some of the big
‘hand  ecarved widnut chairs and

mentul matifs in the play lhouse mny
be goined when it is stated that the
sunburst covered with gold lenf and
especially lighted Is about 20 feet in
diamster, On each side ol the pros-
cenium arve the great. highly arcornt-
od stene ergan ehambers, framed he-
twesn huge earved stone walls, all of
which will be erpecinlls lighted to pro-
vide focal pointa for the patrons' eyex
between shows.

William Epstein. the managing di-
rector, {eels gure that studenis of
srchacology will find mueh interest
in dociphering the senlptured pictyre-
zraphs, hierogirphica aud statuary
exant replicns of fnmous Aztec work
now yacovarad, |

A complete mystem of henting and
ventilation has been instalied, includ-
ing n refriperation system for hot
wenther which will guarantee com-
fort {o the patrans of tho theater in
the hottost venther, -

A large pipe organ, built ltpecInllS"
for the Aztec Theater by ihe Robert
Morton Ovgan Company of San Fran-|
clxen, hae been installed at a cest of
550000, snd is equipped with all the
‘Intest orchestral effecta that are re-
quired in modern phntopluy theaters,

Jr. Epstein has not announced the
form of entertainment he is going to
offer the theatergoers of this city but
Lsays it will be. bigger and of z dif-
“ferent sort than reen heretolore.

Me. Epstein, who sponzored the
Cowmmerve Reulty Company. and os:
wociated with bim are such widely
knowu businregs men usx Jessie and
Henry Nppenheimer, both netmbers of

benf'l-es Leavily ~ upholstered  will
'weigh as muaeh as GO0 pounds. ’

the banking firm of D.-and A. Oppen-
hrimer; nlso Albert Kreonknsky, Ern-
ext Stoves, Morrig Stern, Robert D.

The rei'rwg roomas for men and
women sre especially attraclive. The
entire height of the walls ame covered
with nneient tiles with ceulptured hg-
ures iniroduced -into them at in-
tervals.  Tn eneh roomn special furnis
ture of Spanish design will be ino-
stalfed.

Thre anditorium has hﬂon especially
desirned te produce the uwimnst in
comfort for the putrens while tratch-
ing the performanee. - The . unhol-
stered chairs widelr =paced snd are
the finest that could be hought. The
sealing eapacity inelnding the bafeony
“will be neerly 3,000, Cousidering the
Incge size an uncommnnly intimate ef-
fect has been obinined.

The' goeneral architectural effect of

Barclay and Dr. Wred Oppenheimer, !

Robert Kelir of the Eelwonl Com-
pany,  local architects, . and hix axso«
ciote, Robert Koening. bnve: worked
nnd en-operated in every way possie
ble in order to ¢arry out the unique
desizn - of this theater.

Mr. Epstein erid yvesterday that the
epening date woyld be apnounced
shortly.

the andltorium is that of a great open
court or patio in an Aztec palace, !
The court is surrounded by wnlls ap-

ond overhead one may dook info the
midnight =ky with Its twinkMng -eon-
stellation of etacs aned drzlung eloitdx,

The proscenivm’ eopening is treated
as 8 pgreat iriumphal arch, the jrex-
stone in fhe eenter buing seulplured
te fenture an Aziec sunburst. Some
idea of the gigantic scale of the orna-




