Thousands Turned Away When

. New Aztec Picture Theater
| Opens Its Doors to Public

Theenty public safety men were de-

tailed to handle the ‘crowd attempt-
ing to gain entrance to the Axtec
Theater at its premiere Friday night.
Altlaugh the demse crowd blocked
8t. Mary's and Commerce Streets
and for n tlime extended: to. Housten
Strret po ‘casuslties were reported to
police.’ . . :
- The crowd began forming befere
+8 p. m., more: than an hour hefore
| the doors’ wera to open and two hours
'before the show was scheduled to
begin. © Vehicle -traffic was pructical-
.1y peralyzed for & time about 7:00
.p. .m. 88 - police -and firemen .strug-
‘gled to clear the crowd so that au-
tomoblles and- street cars could pass..
“The theater:wag-tilled to it3 cipneity
of -about 8,000 and” 5.090 nersons
‘were - turned’- away, The - overflow
filled -ull the otker -motion- picture
theaters. : . . .

But - everyone who did. gain_ en-
trince had his expectations of San
Amtonio’s - new playhouse more
thean - fulfilled. The opening Lad . the
air of ® reception with sgcorss of bask-
ets of flowers lining’' the lobby as
evidence of good wishes of the .com-
munity. 'The actorz taking part ip
the opening program were shotwered
with bouqueir. Before the curtain
rose.. Albert Kronkovky, one - of the
ownery, told of the founding of ~the
new ‘theater.” Mayor John . Tobiv
expressed "the "congratalations of -the
city, 'and Claude Birkhead gave 2
sletech of the building..
the show William: Epstein, manzging
director,  and Jack Masoa, producer, |

were fniroduced, .
© . Intercsted In Houss, ..
‘The wivlom of the mnnagement. In
holding. .an. open. loure for an. hode
prior fo thie firat prograrn was manls
lest” when kundreds of miests. spent
e tinte -in viviting ahnost every nook
wl.eranny of Lhe masteryiece of Az’
ec arelitecture. With thoir entrance

1 beputifnl,

Trollowing |-

~avnther age. Ther eptered the per-
;tale of an aunthenric reolica of on
ancleut weinple of the Asterg vhero
avery ecovitive design 4ad molif g
bistorically correct. .

Then as members of the auvdlence
slipped into theit geatr and fastened
their wondering eyer on the vich xtngo
seenery, the curtning parted and the
cutertnimment waes on.  [irgt came
n clever prologue of the 13 Brood-
way girls and other nctory in the
show, rxplaining by tmeans of s=ong
ond dance the nnture of tbe forth-
roming euntertainment. 'The froture
.of .this. nomber, ani in {act one of the
outktanding slnra of the entive show,
was Qllve May, petite star who i® an
‘upusually nerompliched artist, both
ag r daneer and g soloist.

Fram tha time of the parting of
the first curtain, there was not a dull
‘moment in the entire progrum, which
was given undet the direction of Jack
Mnson, veteran producer of Broad-
way, London ond Paris successes.
Snappy ¢horuzes tn song nand dances
that svere full of nep and rhythm,
nned costinmes that were attractive aml
franrt, made their offerings wholly
plensing.  The danes feature of Yaois
‘Notalic and Sacha Piatov won well-
merited rerognitdon from an  enthu-
“sinstic oudience.  T.oir Natallie in
particular offered a splend!d perform-
ance, gruceful, -netiste and altogther
She was adbly supported by
her pariner.

Much interest on the part of rmasie-
loving San Antonians as well as il
theater-goers war centeced in the ap-
pearuance of Rulpb Sanle, for gome
years the leading tenor in Schibert’s
“Blossom Time."” There wnsa nothing
in his initiai appearance Friday night
in prevent his extending bls wide
populnrity to San Antonio. From bis
first appeurance “on top of the world”
to the tinnl climax of the show ke
was a reul triumph for whom the

nto- the masdye arched lobby :{hey
vere whisked _into- azothar lend: abpd

ciation. Ralph Soule, with Miss May,

‘enrried the heavy musisal part of the

|«bow, and to thrm is duc credit foy =
| finn performance,

'Blue and Marie Provost.

andionee axpressed itg .sincere appre- |

Sonle’x ren) trinmph, twhere he com-
bined drnmatic acting with bis sing-
{ng. was in the “Court of 3Monte-
zumui.” & spectacular portroyal of the
coming of Cortez 1o the court of the
great Tndisn king, the dedieatnry
piecs for the mew theater. WWith the
entire cast of tbs slow ng u back-
ground, amid n setting of barbari¢
rosal rplen.io”, the Spanish conquercr
Cortez (Piator) arrives and grecta
the grent Montezuron (Soule). In
the meene that follows the richnera ol
Soule's vojee, itx  satisfrinz benuts
and warnmth {8 well portrayed. Ofive
Moy, likewire, in this. story had =
fitting vebicle for her lyxric woprano
witly its wile vange and flexibility.
T.oin Natalie in her daneing in this
geenn carrled omich  of  the story
wharein Cortez trifles with a court
favorile and Arouxes the jealousy and
jre of the Indinn king, Nutnlie lives
the story in her vivid dpnecing, crawls
to the chieftian for forgivenese, then,
repulsed, dancrs th: danee of denth
with Cortez, only to be flung to de-
struction ns a  dramatie econclusion.
Mabelle Lesun added to thix act with
hier singing of “Pale Moon." Tbis
portragal Is in ftsell n fitting elinax
to the stage feature of the opening of
the new theater. Through it all Kirk
Trederick, with bhis syrmphony orchea-
tro, contributes the lle of tbe ner-
formance . in  musie. Silvester Re-
vucltas govo o violin solo wnd John
Metz played the new Autec organ.

The moving pictiure attraction for
the opening night was “Other Wom-
en's  ¥usbanls™ f{enturing Alonte
In view of
the unasunl stage offering, this short
movin was selected in ovder to give
u well bolanced program,




