BELASCO DEDICATION GIVEN

Producer Expresses Wish for Success of New Los
Angeles Thealer Opening November 1

A dedication to the new Belasco Theater, Hill at Eleventh, which opens
Monday evening, November 1, with Edgar Selwyn's productfon, “Gentlemen
Prefer Blondes,” has been written by David Belasco, America's greatest

dramatic genius, as follows:

“The spoken drama is one of the
lodestars of civilization. It s a
great inspiration to mankind. Bince
the drama was-given to the world by

Thespis, the anclent Greek, it has
been one of the greatest methods of
expression for humanity. It {5 8 great
pleasure and really an honor for me
to sdy a few words in dedication of
the new, beautiful Belasco Theater—
another splendid edifice to be de
voted to the spoken drama. .

“l have 8 warm spot In my heart
for California. It was the Golden
State that gave me birth. It was in
Californta that I spent my childhood
and began my life's work. In all
sincerity I do not believe that the
people throughout our great country
realize that, with the exception of
New York, Los Angeles now .has be-
come the foremost producing center
for the Jegitimate stage. We should
realize that a larger number of suc-
cessful stage plays have come out
of Los Angeles than any other clity
in America except New York. .

“The environment, combired with
the natural elements of the Golden
State, are conducive to highly creative
and artistic endeavor. The climate,
the surroundings with the Intangj-
ble sense of Inrpiration, are respon-
#ible for thim creative spark.

“1 feel highly honored in having
this artistic new playhouse named for
me. My brother. Edward, could have
NO Ereater Ineentive for a thenatriesl

scareer than to be assoclated with a

group of stage idealists, who are seek-
ing to further the prestige of the
spoken drama in Los Angeles. Since
the days of the {mmortal Greek
dramatists hylus, Sophocles, Eu-
ripides and Aristophanes, down to the
present time, the drama has been
one of the great forms of human ex-
pression. Great plays have lived per-
heps longer in proportion than the
other forms of literature. The playa
of the world's three greatest dram-
atists-—Sophocles, -Shakespeare and
Mollere—are living today with per-
haps greater honor and memory than
when they were first given to the
world.

“I conslder it an honor that my
playe are 1o ba presented in the new
Belasco Theater, There is no one who
wishes greater success for the new
theater and its managers, my brother,
Eddie, Fred Butler and Gerhold Da-
vis,  than myself. It {s with the
bullding of beautiful theaters like
this throughout the country that
the dramas of the spoken word are
being appreclated with splendid snd
renewed enthusiasm.

“1 congratulate the people of Los
Angeles on having this magnificent
playhonse. Long live the dramal™

EDITS UNCLE'S POEMS
Walter Tennyson, motlon-picture
actor and nephew of the English
Doet. ix now editing & naw American
edition of his uncle’s writings which
il be pullizhed soon.



