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"GENTLE~IEN PREFER BLONDES" IN DEBU'f AT BELASCO THEATER 
• 

GALA EVENT 
SCHEDULED 

Many Notables in 
Attendance 

Populqr Run Predicted lor 
Loos Comedy Opening 

Tomorrow Night 

Los Angeles' Latest Th(!ater 
Will be Scene of lIIany 

'Belasco Plays 

BY HERBERT ~IOVLTOS 
'When· tbat nal ... e gold-dll:l:tr. 

Lor.lel of "Gentlemtn ~!er 

l!lon1tl,- ~es ber debut In Loe An
geles ~morro .. night abe .. III , bOTe 
• brand·n"", theater.at her dlapo8l\1. 

Which t. perticulorly 1!ttll1g In thl. 
_. bea.uoe. l1li those tamlllar with 
the dl2%)' blond of Antta too.'. 
!marlnatlon. are aware. Lorelei Just 
loves nIce. ne~. shIn,. things. And 
the BeIMCO Theater. ,..hleh will be 
tbe scene of her phllanderlr.!!:s. has 
all of tho"", attrIbutes, with the ex· 
ceptlon, pt'rilapa. of dlamond'studded 
1'enector. for the footlIghts. 

TbI8 n~west addItion to the elt,'s 
gt'O"'lnlt chain ot playhouse. h .... 
many thing. about It to corr.mcnd It 
~ tile attention of the theatersoer. 

BELASCO J'L.\\'S 
It represents, for one tWn~. the 

long arm of DavId Belas<:o nachln; 
,cut trom New Ycrk.· It Is througll 
the mHllur.\ of thl. new hou..e, v.·hkh 
bea •• tlle U1u8trfoll. tb.,.trl~al pro· 
duoer'. nante, that many of hI_ ... ·orld
rtno'Wllcd play. wlll be prseented 
here. 

The repertol~ of Belasco atme· 
tlo" ..... 111 be Siven, It Is lInderotood. 
tc.Uowlnll the run of ~'G.nU.mel) 
Prefer· .. Blonda" ,··The first, . . DO!le 
other tM!l "The Dove," w1ll probably 
be ..tlll"~d early next year, .... Ith Hoi. 
brook BUnD, It ;>re.ent n"llotlatlon4 
go r.hrou~~, In the st.an1ng role, . 

Although sItUated at Ele,'enth aDd 
Hili, the BeJ'\SCO make. H!Il B1reet a 
real eom"etltor of BroadwB, In · the 
motter of the. terti, a r ivalry whlcb 
.... 111 be Augmented during tile nCJ<t 
Ill" montb. b7 the openIng 01 ·th~ 
rnuslcc.l ... c")med)" house .. at~ ... Ptciel1.t Io:n",,'" n, the Stowell. · next door to 
the 30'""'". 

A tt .... ctl""S of tho type of the too.· 
Ern'r!K)!l comedy wm be · the p,·lncl. 
rhl <l1<t of tbe Belasct\. nat 15 to 
asY. tbe house 10 a compact, Intlm. te 
arr. lr. desllfj1ed espt'Clalll" f<'r talka
tl,. pl.y,. farces ind comedlcs. . 

,\CO(JSTICS PERFEC~ 
Very careful attention bas been 

gl"e:l, therefore, to the aC!Ou5tlcs, 
"Ven to the extent of. engliglng two 
experts In thl. line when tbetbcate: 
W ... deslgnrd and constructed. . 

Prof. S.blne of Yale Unl,'emtll, ·one 
ot the grent acoustical exp<'rts In the 
world, devoted consIderable time to 
thl. phase of the work, and W:lS later 
JOIned 1)y Prof. Knudson of Stanford, 
Bnother authOrity. on . theater ·,mdl· 
tlen. 

The decorative ..,heme of the bouse 
COliform. to the tastdtil "ogue Of. 
blocern theater desIgn In the rIch, 
"ulet d lsnlty ' of Its Interior embel· 
IIShment. The motIf IS 'a comblna· 
tlon Of Spanish and MoorIsh. There 
Is en utter Bbsence. .f the gBUdlness 
wblch formerly ehnrncterlztd the 
drooratlona of e"811 our beot play· 
1:ouse •. 

Tbu. are approximately 1100 oeats 
In the lower noor and balcony. and 
the unuoual breadth of tile theater 
Is ouch that even the back rl.lws of 
both floors ar. wltbln ca!,. hearIng 
range of tbe atage. 

GOLDEN·HAIRED GOLD·DIGGER WILL FROLIC IN NEW DOWNTOWN PLAYHOUSE 
Loreltl. Anlta too,', bumoroWl deplcture ot a gIrl Who had peculiar Idea. about gainIng an education .... ·111 muke her Inltlal Paelllc CO""t ap~rance ",hen the ~laaco Theater, located at Ele,enth and Hili .treet., 

I. formally opened tomorrow nlgbt. Tho new !beater II !be lut .... ord In playhoUlle colllltructlon. and no '''Ptnll4! bu been lpared. all Stall: ArtIst A. 1.. Ev.·1Ilg dlaelollt. III hla .ketr.h belo"', ~ m&ke It one of the moot 
attractlve tn tbe country. 

All thIng. considered, the Belasco 
I. quIte the lut word In theater d.· 
sIgn. 

~UNAOED BY TRIO 
It I. being opem!et! by a group 

composed of Edward Belaoco. brother 
of tho noted DaVId; Fred J. Butler, 

the sts80 dIrector. and Gerhold O. 
0&,'1., 

Thl. trIo hav. been engaged for the 
last t .... o years 111 plana for an artla· 
tic dn .... ntown playhou.e. The b.ck-
Ing ot E. L. Doheny, !be 011 magnate, 
made their c1r<ftm "reality. The the· 

nter Is reputed to 1111\' 0 (cst. .1,200,· 
000. 
Bcckl!ta~ one ftnd. everythIng 

known to th. mod am sclel1co of 
stagecraf!.. 

A commocllou8 Oreen l\I)Om has 
been built under the stage for the 
comfort of the player" and theIr 

frIends. 
The formal openIng of tho nDW 

,,;;\Joc, tOR.t.her with tho PaclOc COast 
premIere ot "Oentlemen Preler 
Blonde~," will brIng forth many 
notnblca tomorrow night. 

The prlnclpal roles In the comedy, 
thooe of Lordel and her chum, Dor· 

othy, will be played by Jonn Marlon I 
nnel Mary Rlcnrd. 

Butler I. .toglng the pIece nnd 
promIse. IU1 excellent production. 
'Ih~ prop~rtle., 11k. the cMt, are 
New York "lmpo:1.atloll8." I 


