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BELASCO THEATER
TO BECOME CHURCH

Playhouse, Started During Prohibition,
Bought for $200,000 by Immanuel Gospel

The Belasco T'heater, scene .of
many a dramatic triumph in the
boom days just hefore talking
pictures arrvived, was sold yester-
day to be converted into a
church.

Tha Immanuel Gospel Temple
bought it for $200,000. The church
:ivm dedicate it at 11 a.m., Sun:

a;

Down will come the signs of
the last motion-picture double
bill: “French Nud sts" and “Girls
for-Sale,”” -

“These marked the lurld end of |

a dramatie trail which began in
the heyday of the legitimate
stage in L.o3 Angeles.

The Belasco wag hullt by the
Doheny interests at 1050 S Hill
St..and. opened Nov, 1, 1926, with
a glittering premiere. of “Gentle:
men Prefer Blondes.”

Cream of Soclety

Beneath its-old gold luxu-
rlance and heslde its churchlike
Jade windows were the cream of
Southland society and theatrical
circles. Rert, Lytell made the
dedication speech.” Anita .Loos,
who wrote the book, "Gentlemen

Prefei Blondes."lwas there with|.

her* hushiand, ‘John Emer qom cg-
author of the stage version,

"Phe " story ' about’ {he: gnld
digger set the pace for a setles
of hits at.the Belasco’in’ ihe late
prohibition,.daya when;the -city
seemed moving southward, down
Broadway and Hill*8t, - The
Chamber 'of Commerce Building,
the Western Pacifiec Building, the
Orpheum Theateér, the Petroleum
Building and others were there.

© ‘Twwew, Slaga 'Stars

The Mayan ‘Theater was he-
side the Belasco aud they drew
stage stars who drew the crowds
in the hoom era,

‘David Belasco, Fdgar Selwyn|’
and - other eastern producers
sent their successful produc-
tions -here,

The Belasco on Hill 8t. was
a successor to- another Belasco
at 337 S Main St., which flour-

ished when show golng in Los
Angeles was in its infancy, On
its hoards trod such stars-to-he
as Lewis Stone, Marjorie Ram:
heau, W,.C. Flelds, Hobart Bos
worth, Paderewskl and even
Schumann Heink,

The first . Belaseo - became a
strip -tease ‘houge: known as the
‘| Follies.

The second never changpd 1ts
cherished ' name, but it hit the
same burlesque pattem In - its
final years, -

‘The Doheny estate sold 1t 1o
Belco Properties, Inc,, in Decem.
per,. 1948, and the stage and

screen tmeq since tell the story.

“Hop, Strip and Bump,” “Good
Nudes for All” and ﬂnally “Girls
for Sale " ‘Phey rarely: filléd the
1500 seats,

The Immanuel Gospel ‘Temple,

| which has heen leasing quarters

at 927'S Flower St., bought the
house. with gifts- from its congre-
gation, 'The $29,000,dowh pay-
ment includes one $10.000 dona
tion.-

Mo . Be Redcmmlcd .

Dr.’A: Earl Lee, pastor, sald. It
will be redecoratqd and partly ﬁe
built, . Paul . Schreibman, who
heads: Belco Properties, Ine., will
continue ‘operating the Las Pal-
mas and Coronet. theatels in Hol-
lywaod; - -

Mrs.: Rhoda Lee, wife of the
pastor, will operale a commis-
sary with food, clothing and
other necessities for the poor in
the Immanuel. Gospel Temples
new quarters,.. ;.

‘It will be a* slrpnge conuast to
“Abandoned -Dances,” hlackouts,
"Liysistrata” and 8 Lre ets of
Shadow.” ' ¢

There. will be chmch selvices
at.ll.am, 2:30.and 7 p.m, ;

"And Junei25 a 10-day natlonal
Bible' ¢éonivention s expected to
draw. 1000 delegates from.
throughout ‘the United 'States
and Canagda.

The curtaln. will be down on
the old Belasco, .



