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Btill the conversation of Cinemaland s the western premiecre of Cecil

De Mille's “King of Kings” and the opening of 8{d Graumsn’'s new Chinese

Theater in Hollywood, Long will talk continue and the premiere bs the

subject of discussion; for Wednesdny night's affair surpassed all that had
gone before to make Hollywood cinema history.

A curtain marvolous in its beauty.4 As for the crowd. Hollywood Boule-

of fronds of a cecoanut palm etched
In siiver. It is now on Chineso red
velvet pressed to such exquisite sheen
a3 to moke one draw long breaths of
delight, now of opalescent glow on
deep Chinese bluc, now of gold and
purple as the lghts almost miracu-
lously played upon {t, now of bronze
and green gold, and. finally, of dove
gray and bluc lavender. This cur-
tain separated two worlds Wednes-
dsy night. Behind it talent of the
cinema world tn person and in plc-
ture; before jt, the beauty, the spar-
kle, the Iridescent dress of a first-
Right audlence such as omly Holly-
wood Kknows.

vard at 5 o'clock Wednesday after-
noon already had been roped to
hold the crowd back and, aiready
there were those who had statloned
themselves there at least ten per-
sons deep at every avallable vantage
point. By § o'clock that night it
t00k & half-hour to walk a block,
Wil Hays himself had to walk four
blocks to -get -to- the -theater and
many of the celebritles could mot
get to the door until 10 p.m.
There 16 no possibility of express.
ing adequately {n words what was 8
feast for the eyes. Now to mention
8ll the pames that stand high.in
the hierachy of this new art now

the exquisitely perruanent. And this
svent has done much to make the
art stand among the rest and equal
with music, sculpture, literature and
painting; -for the masterpieces of De
Mille combined them all.

Fred Niblo introduced D. W. Grif-
fith who made an address and told
of the history of the theater, and
now, when through the centuries of
the dark ages the theater was In
abeyarce, mankind withdrew more
and more f{rom culture. This, Mr.,
Griffith  sald, was duc in great
teasure to the lack of the Inspira.
$lon the theater gives.

Theu De Mille came forward at
the call of Mr. Griftith, who. tn turn
presented Mr. Hays. This introduce
tlon of grent celebrities became s
continuous performance; for It was
AMr. Hays who brought Mary Pickford
before the brilllant audlence. He

transmuted from the experimental to { handed her the

electric button

which she pressed to open formally
the most beautiful cineme theater
in the world.

And the prologue spoke in capital
letters for 8!d Gruuman, the great
showman.

Ot those women in the cast of
“King of KIngs,” who treaded the
gorgedus Chinese carpets of the thea-
tar weres Miss Dorothy Cumming, the
mother of Chtist ¢n the picture. She
wore lilles of the valley for her
shoulder bouquet and appropriately
was dressed all in white, a simple
model of white French velvet.

It was {nteresting to note the
Psyehology of the event, how It in-
duced 50 -many of the stars to wear
white or pale shides rather than ths
drilliant gowns which might seem
garish at that premiers and in that
theater.
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Miss Cecelia De Mlille was in white |Elinor Fair, pale green: Miss Julia
eatin and point lace; Miss Leatrice (Faye, gold lace over cherry satin:

Joy wss in white crepe trimmed with
out crystal, and Miss Vera Reyunolds
in white beaded gown with white
wTap of white fox fur. Mrs. Sol
Legser was also in white chiffon,
draped in soft folds with silver cloth;
Lya De Putt{, white chiffon and a
wrap of white ermine; Miss Irene
Maver in white satin, .trimmed with
ehiffon flowers in the pastel shades;
Miss Betty Blythe {n a white er-
mine wrap over a cloth of gold
gown; Mrs. Harry Rapf was in white
mhiffen; Bebe Danlels, white chiffon
embroidered {n crystals, and Vil.
ma Bahky, whits chiffon and tulle,
Mrs. Cecil De Milla woro a lace
dregs ot black Chantilly with 2 gold
wrap and dlamonds for jewels; Miss
Jeanle MacPherson wore pink taffeta:
Miss Phyllis Haver, pink maline; Misa

Ruth Roland, lavender tulle, and
Anita Stewart, rose-colored net.
Mary" Pickford’s golden halr was
beautifully matched with a golden
gown of sequins, her wrap of peach-
colored velvet was fashioned In
girlish lines. Her furs werc peach.
colored fox. v




