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California House Elaborately Decorated and 
Appointed; H as Unusual Features 

HAPMAN'S Aliciau Court theatre at 
Fullerton, Orange CO UJl ty , Calif ., re
cently opened, repre ents the final 

word in architectural nov Ity and beauty as 
well as in modern equipment. Erected at 
a tota.l co t, with the ground, of close to 
half a milliou dollar, the t ructure 

s on the national high
way between Canada and :Mex
ico, where it is the eyno ure of the 
eyes of thou ands of motol"lsts. 

The entrance i, a large court, 
neal' the center of wbich grows a 
mammoth fan-palm. Al ternating 
with the al'che on the sides are th" 
attraction boards, each high-lighted, 
and . X ear the rear is a 
fountain constantly playing into a 
bed of lillies and ferns. pone 
side runs a stone stairway co nnect-

• 
ing with a balcony wbich is used as 
one of the exits from the mazzanine 
and balcony proper. 

The flasher announcement epuip
ment is at one ide wbile a single 
illuminated court panel at the rear 
announce only the tar of tbe cur
ren t attraction. On the roof of the 
tage is a triangular sign with 

fla sher ystem containing close to 
nine hundred lamps. At the r ear 
of the court entrance is a huge 

terra colla urn with slIloke-effects and al 0 

an old Greek thEatrical mask with color il
luminated eye and moutb. 

Through quaint, massiye doors of old 
iron effect, one enters the io.,·er ,,·ith Its 
cement floor. squared and stained . 1m-

I Ol" l lti rug" of larc pattern co,·er this room 
", lI·ell as that of the mezzanine above, somp 
of them being fifteen feet square. The ceil
i ng of the foyer i a man·el of decorating, 
blue and gold being the predominating tones. 

tone benches and Italian table and lamps 
grace thi room and further light 
is obtained from eight bigbly dis
tinctive torchicrs. 

Two large en tra nees lead to tbe 
auditorium proper, the doorways 
being of Italian marble framed in 
Italian-colored ,·plour curtains. On 
each sidc of tht' auditorium wall are 
three great mural paintings, de
pictiug ea rly California. A battery 
of colored lights plays on these can
yas ses from hidden nicbes in the 
ceiling, and this color scheme is 
changed constantly during the per
formance. The cei ling is laid off 
in Italian red and black squares 
whil e t "·0 giganti~ chandeliers of 
original pattern hang midway back 
from the proscenium. 

Almost e,·en- section of the audi-• 
torinm can be illuminated by itself 
by the touch of a button, a lion's 
head here and an urn there, and 
other symbolica l objects can be 
brought out into relief . 
The entire lighting equipment is on 
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Three views of Chapman's Alician Court theatre, Fullen on, Orange County, Calif. showing, top. several of the mural paintings, left, a view of the mezzanine lounge and 
right. a view of the auditorium. 
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-a dimmer sy tem with corre ponding superb 
effect . The 1,000 opera chairs run from 
22 to 24 inche in width. 

gTand tairway runs to the mezzanine 
with its dozen or more ea y chairs and 
lounges, fireplace with g-lowing coals, 
pbones, fountains, Oriental rugs and other 
attraction . From thi mezzanine, the bal
<cony and loge ection are reached by 
ramp. The loge are in the front of the 
bal ony and con i t of two hundred wired 
wicker Ingle and double chairs with mas-
ive cushions. Back of these is the balcony 

proper. 

The tage i thirty-two f et in depth and 
ixty-five f et . wide with a pro cenium 
ufficiently larg and decorative to do jus

tic to the fine t theatres in the countr . 
T n dre ing room, compl t ly equipped 
with hot and cold water, how r baths, ven
tilating fan, individual wa h bowls, in<:li
vidual tove, et ., and a lamp. club room 
with ironing board, ewing macbine, 
10uno-cs, etc., .ue b neath the tag . The 
Jaiter i equipp c1 t handle the largest road 
show and the lighting y t m i exten ive 
and modcrn. n autoruati m'inkler sys
L m protects th' cntir . tao'e and dressing 
room.'. 

An orche tra is us d on vaudeville road 
sh w day. and for ill I i tur programs, th 
theatre has a mammoth Man: and Colton 
organ with Tim ra wfo1'0, one of the clever
e t young fellows in the busin ss, at th 
con ole. l 'h organ ha one hundred stop 
control and i in ix cliff l' nt ections. An 

echo organ bidden midway back in the ceil
ing carries five ranks of pinp.~. 'Chis is the 
only echo in this part of the tate. 

Power' projector with mirror reflectors 
are 1.1 ed in the booth which is in charge of 
Ri hard L. Martin. 

Thr e mammoth gas furnace furni h heat 
fo r the theatre, all automatically controlled. 
F or ventilation, a ten foot fan drives the 
air through a large chamber shot through 
with sprays of cold water. This air i . 
forced upwards and has an egTe s from 
under each seat in the entire hou e. The 
temperature in the hottest months never 
run above 69 degrees. An automatic tem
perature regulator is one of thp. pquipments 
of this amusement palace. 

In conjunction with the theatre itself i~ 
the Fullerton branch of the famed Mary 
Louise cafe of Los Angeles, under direct 
upervi ion of the proprietors, Mr. and Mr . 

Will . Harris. 

Chapman's Alician COUTt theatre i ~named 
after Alice Chapman, wife of C. Stanley 
Chapman, the builder and owner. Mr. Chap
man ha in this theatre, realized an ideal 
of y ar and his enterprise well merits the 
upport that thi entire section of the coun

try i be to wino- upon it. The Orange Belt 
Th atre Inc. is the operating company, 
controllino- al 0 the Rialto theatre in Ful
l don. Harry Lee Wilber is managing di
I' t I' of both hou es. Meyer & Holler, 
who cr cted Grauman's Egyptian theatre at 
1 llywo d, were the architects of Chap
man} . Th mural paintings were the work 
f . F. runckhorst. 


