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And the Aftennath-But These Coast Showmen Conquered It All 

, 

By H. D. McBRIDE 
• California Theatre Company 

Battling the elements is second nature to showmen but 
E. A. Johnson, president of the California Theatre Com
pany of Santa Barbara, Cal., claims the record for en
counters with Mother Nature. , 

In three weeks, Johnson has had a few rounds with 
(1.) Earthquakes, (2.) windstorms, (3.) electrical 

storms, (4.) brush fire, and (S.) cyclone. 
They say "it never rains but it pours," and this is true 

both literally and figuratively, in Santa Barbara. 
. Figuratively, because of the amount of grief and de

,struction heaped upon the Channel City of California 
within the brief period of 21 days; and literally, because 
it did "pour" during the electrical storms, bringing actual 

mind the hazards of attending amusements or any public 
gathering. 

So many conflicting reports have been broadcast on 
the Santa Barabara disasters that Johnson explained ex
actly what happened at Santa Barbara. 

On the morning of June 29, 1925, at exactly 17 minutes 
to seven, Santa Barbara was hit by one of the worst earth
quakes in the history of the Pacific Coast. That point 
the newspapers and film weeklies had correct. The toll 
of lives was 13, with the injured numbering 28. 

The California Theatre Company, owns and controls the 
Granada, California, Mission and Potter theatres. 

' damages to an open air theatre owned by the California 
Theatre Company, as well as multiplying in the public 

Now the Potter is a mass of twisted steel and broken 
bricks, and the printers have been ordered to remove the 
name from the company's letterhead, as it will never be 
rebuilt as a theatre. This leaves the Granada, California 
and Mission. 

, 

• 

• 

ana ea re 
Is Open for Public Inspection 

• 

• 

8erilmin, today, and continuing inde6nilely, the 
GraDada, Theatre .. ill be open from 10 a. m. 10 5 
p. as. !II> thai you may pi 6nl hand informAlion on 
the condilion of the city'. tallo.l and 6neol building. 

We "aDl you 10 •• e for youraelf that what little 
c1ama,. was don. ia .u",r6cial and not Itructural • 

We want you to be convinced that the enlineere 

were COli eet in the decision that the Cranada i. safe 
for occupancy_ 

Come in. Look around. You will lee that the quake 
juat Jmocked dowa lome artificial decorationa.. 

w. are mighty proud of the Granada Building and' 
the Granada Thoatre. 

0... look i. worth a thouoand word.. Come in and 
••• for youraelf • 

California Theatre CO., 
Granada Holding CO. 

EDWARD A. JOHNSON, Pre.ideaL 

.Advertisement used by the Granada to "sell" the house after 
, the earthquake. 

The Granada is housed in the tallest building in the city, 
an eight story structure. The building, structurally, with
stood the shocks in tip-top shape but the auditorium of the 
theatre suffered a loss placed by architects and engineers 
at $ISO,OOO. 

The damage consists chiefly of total destruction of false 
construction work and ornamental effects ' necessitating, 
engineers say, redecorating the entire auditorium. .This 
means that the theatre will be closed for a total of at least 
six weeks. 

The Californa theatre likewise suffered only to the ex
tent of false construction and decorations plus a portion of 
the fire wall which was knocked down by falling walls 

GO TO E . "LET'S 
THEATRE T NIGHT" 
Tired nerves and worn-out bodies demand a tonic. And 
the best tonic, known is amusement. The best and 
most popular form of amusement in America is the 
theatre. There comedy, with its hilarious laughter; 
drama, with its thrills and suspense; music, with its 
soothing, charms. are component parts of the varied 
programs. 

The theatres are the clearing houses , 

of the amusement talent of the .world. 
The highest salaried actors and 8Cte 

resses in the world are at your dis
posal via. local box offices. Two 
bours of solid enjoyment will do a 
million dollars worth of good to tired 
mind~ and' WOrD. out bodies. 

, Let's go to the th~.tre tonight! 

The programs at local theatres are. 
always good-moattimes great. Cur. 

, rent bills include a 1·a~t vaudeville 
show at the Lobero; Rex, the world's 
most intelligent horae in 10 Black 
Cyclone" at 1:Ihe California; Adolphe 
Menjou, Florence Vidor and Belly 
BroDson in "Are Parents Peopletll 
at the Airdom~ 
Let's go to the theatre tonillhtl 

Advertisement for the Lobero and Airdome theatres follow
ing the recent California trouble. 
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Fresh . 
ScreeD 
Not •• 

, 
La.e 
Film., 
New. 

YOU NEED THE THEATRE-THE THEATRE NEEDS YOU 

By George! 

Y OU never really know 
how big a town is until 

you get a sore foot. 
• • • 

Speaking of sore feet our 
foot doctor has OD his door 
uDr. Black, chiropodist, walk 
in." If I could walk in 
what in the world would I 
be doing there? 

• • • 
As we write this there are 

one hundred and ten brass 
bands going by in the 
"Greater Movie Season" par
ade, playing one hundred 
and ten different tunes. It 

·takes a lot of brass to run a 
band and more brass to 
write a ("olumn. 

• • • 
There have been more 

quakes on the West Coast 
the past week. Let's call 
'em quakes while we can, 
in another year they'll be 
"fires." (San Francisco pa
pers please COpy.) 

• • • 
A London doctor 

favor of abolishing 
pants for men: 

• • 
15 In 

long · 

Oh, handsome legs as you 
all know 

Are exdusi"llely lor 
women. 

We see enough 01 other 
kinds 

When the male sex goes 
in swimmin'. 

• • • 
With evolution off the 

front page (temporarily) we 
learn again that the war be
tween France and the Rif· 
fians is still on. Meanwhile 
the well known League of 
• 

Nations is seeking to intera 

pret the clause that would 
have prevented it. 

• 

Colleen Moore 
Back; to Start 
"We Moderns" 
H OLLYWOOD . . 

With the arrival of 
Colleen Moore her e, 
preparations for "We 
Moderns," the next First 
National production in 
which the little comedi
enne will appear, have 
been speeded materially. 
Photographic work is ex
pected to be started this 
week. 

John Francis Dillon, ac
cording to a recent an· 
nouncement, will handle the 
business end of the mega
phone on Colleen's first film 
offering to be made since 
she signed her new First 
National contract. Jack 
Mulhall will play opposite 
the star. 

A tentative cast for "We 
Moderns" has been selected 
and is only awaiting the 
signa ture ' of John McCor· 
mick. 

Bi-Ray-Em! 
CHARLIE CHAPLIN'S 

next picture will b. 
"Suicide Club. U 

• 
Marshall Neilan has fin

ished "The Skyrocket" with 
Peggy ] oyce. 

• 
"The Dark Ange'" will 

soon be made in Holly
wood? ? ? 

• 
Jesse ]. Goldburg is mak-

ing ULightning Strikes." 
Everybody should k nOw 
that. 

• 
"The Hellnit Doctor" will 

be Nazimova's next M.etro 
picture. 

• 
Bob Dillon is going to 

make a serial for Rayart. 
• 

Morris R. Schlank, presi
dent of Anchor Distributing 
Corporation, has a news reel 
he's distributing,-made in 
Hollywood. (None genuine 
without the trade mark.) 

At the Studio 
Anna Q. NUnon and May Allison have begun work 

in "Viennese Medley" Jor Fir.t National. 
Aileen Pringle and Lew Cody have "ar,ed "Dance 

Madness" lor Melro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 
Pol« Negri hal begun "Flower oj the NtgAI,- "'ar".. 

mount. 
Julian ~hinge has begun "Madam Lucy:' Christie

Producers Distributing Corporalion. 
Irene Rirh lUll begun uCompromi.e," Warner pic

ture direcled by Alan Crolland. 

Subjects Completed 
UThe Girl Who Wouldn't Work," F. B. O. leature 

starring Marguerite de la Motte. 
"The Love Hour," Warner Brothers producdon star

ring Ruth CUnord and Huntly Gordon. 
"What Fools Men:' Fin' National, starring Lewi. 

Stone and Shirley Mtuon. 
"The Unnamed Woman," Emba.ssy production .'ar • 

ring Katherine MacDonald. - . 
uThe Winner," Chadwick, st.rring Charles Ray. 

from adjoining buildings. 
All of the false construction, leading 

from the main walls of the building to 
the stage and forming a gradual curve to 
the proscenium was totally wrecked which, 
perforce, called for rebuilding and redec
orating. . The cost totals in the neighbor
hood of $35,000, Johnson states. 

ville. The policy of the theatre calls for 
first run pictures, with a flat admission of 
25 cents for adults and 10 cents for chil
dren. 

People were dubious about attending 
even an open air show, and this attitude 
was perpetuated through the fact that the 
city experienced more than 1,000 earth 
tremors in the first two weeks. The Mission theatre lost its entire stage, 

through the back wall of the theatre fall
ing inward wrecking, stage, scenery, or
chestra pit and damaging the front of the 
auditorium proper. False construction at 
this theatre also suffered considerably. To
tal cost of rebuilding is estimated at $48,000. 

Face to face with the destruction of their 
theatres by the earthquake, and feeling that 
the morale of the city would be upheld 
by some sort of amusement, Johnson and 
his associates decided to erect an Airdome 
for temporary use. The structure was 
started Friday, July 3, and was completed 
and opened to the public on July 7. The 
"auditorium" has a seating capacity of 1200., 
A stage, 50 by 30 feet was also erected, 
capable of handling road shows and vaude-

So much for the earthquakes! 
With the airdome running and the public 

morale gradually coming back to normal 
other elements 'stepped in to supplant the 
earth's convulsions. On the evening of 
Sunday, July 12, one of the worst wind and 
sand storms in the history of the city struck 
with a velocity of 60 miles per hour. 

With the first gusts of wind, went the 
screen, main curtain, and part of the tem
porary walls of the Airdome, causing a 
cancellation of the shows another loss 
chargeable against the elements. 

At 11 :15 the same evening, a brush fire 
on the out-skirts of the city was started 
bya "burned out" rubbish pile and, fanned 
by the wind, soon spread over an area of 

• 

10 to 12 acres, and headed direct for the 
residence section of the city. The entire 
town had suitcases and valuable papers 
packed ready to flee at a moment's notice 
but only an act of God, in causing a sudden 
change of the wind, and the services of 
a company of U. S. Marines, stationed in 
Santa Barbara for patrol duty, saved the 
ci ty from destruction. 

With the fire the morale of the city was 
again destroyed and attendance at any pub
lic gathering, including churches and lodge 
meetings, was almost nil. 

Following the fire on the morning of July 
13 an electrical rain storm destroyed 350 
seats in the Airdome theatre, and this loss, 
too, is chargeable against the elements. 

With reconstruction work rushed at the 
California theatre this house was re-opened 
after much inspection by the city on Wed
nesday, July 15. The Lobero theatre, a 
community playhouse, was temporarily 
leased by the California Theat,re Company 
to house vaudeville exclusively. This house 
was opened simultaneously with the Cali
fornia, on July 15. 

Business as was to be expected' was prac
tically nothing. 

Then on Friday, July 17, came the cy
clone to help push the public morale to a 
lower scale, and bring the fear barometer 
to a new high level. • 

Fortunately the cyclone struck the ocean 
only which caused it to be classified by 
mariners as ' a "waterspout." It was, how
ever, easily discernible on land and was ac
companied by a terrific wind · stolln. The 
"waterspout," according to the . mariners; 
was approximately 1,000 feet high, and pre
sented an uncanny appearance, and did 
much to frighten the already nerve-(acked . 
populace into a state of near-panic. 

Business at the theatres then dropped 
below nothing, and the ·two houses" the 
Lobero and California, suffered a loss of 
more than $2,500 on the first four days they 
were open. 

But E. A. Johnson and his associates are 
not discouraged. They are "down but not 
out," and are planning a "come back" of the 
theatres that should go down in history. 

Plans are now under way to laun~h a 
"greater movie season" all their own, a,long 
with the re-opening of the Granada, their 
largest and finest theatre. It will be an 
interesting event, cinematically speaking, 
for exhibitors throughout the world. 

Crealner Turns A Trick 
or Two in Newspaper 

Advertising 
Will send you in some of my stuff on 

Paramount's "The Air Mail." We played 
this on Tuesday July 14 to the best Tues
day's business in nine weeks. For several 
days previous I used the lobby display 
shown in the photo, '!!his was simply a 
drawn map showing the route of the U. 
S. Mail planes, and tacked onto the board 
were two small flat planes. Under the map 
was a list of the stations and the arriving 
and leaving time of the planes from each 
station. This information and a small map 
from which I reproduced the large one I 
secured from the postoffice. Also on the 
board were two photos and part of a one 
sheet. 

There was a large crowd in town that 
day as the County was holding a Bridge 
Dedication and old-fashioned barbecue, so 
I got out the bill, copy of which I am 
enclosing. '. It was just the type of crowd 
that was anticipating Aeroplane Flights, so 
I satisfied their desire (at two bits); 

The bill was worded and so made up, 
that when passed out of the crowd, ' they 
did not immediately throw them down, but 
held onto them" then came to see the show. 

I· have also changed the style of heading 
for my newspaper "readers." Formerly 


