
TilE NEW HER MAJESTY'S. -The following it a complete tcelmical detCril)tiOll of 
lilt Beerbobm 'free'. new theatre, an &COOUIlC of the 
opaning of which appear. in another column. 

an~~enj~~~~: d~:Ct~~n of3i;rc~~ P~~;:!.:~h::'= 
teet; &n(\ (or tbe internal dcooratiollB and ICheme ot 
colour, which are very effective, ! l r R. Walker b .. 
been rcaponsillle. The ncw building bas .. frontaa:e of 
sun. to the Hilymarket, 156ft. to Charlea'ltreet, and 
!lOft. to tho Hoyal OIK!r& Area.de. tile building ltaDd· 
ing, therefore, i.ilOlatcd 011 three ,idea. It i.t lub ­
Ittautiall, built of Portland awnc. The atrle il French 
Rellairuallcc, the centre part of the fa~.10 OD t he 
drlt floor being tle ... oted \0 au open loggia level with 
tbe (oyer. The buildillg ii, surmouuted by a cupol .. 

The theatre is arranged for au audience di'ided into 
fh'e different clauel. On tbe grounJ floor, le\-el with 

~)~~ 8tTh!'fi~~~ :1~~roi:hJ:!,~~;j.li:' tt~ d8~~~ir~i: ::: 
~ir~:~: a:l~t~the~~:l', ~dd tti:r g~~::~,t. t!t~hJ u~ 
5.\-e door",a,.. iu tho ceutre of tbe Haymr.rket f.~..de 
IInderueath the loggia open into a veatibule excluaively 
for the ule of the two claueaof the litallij and the d rMII 
and (llmily circle., and the atalla ha\'o a third war out, 

~~;~e~:;:~II~~ei~b~mH~;::a~~~r!~I(t!~eoet~er'f~ct~~ 
~flrae:\a ~!~~~:Pfi~,:i~t:e~d o~h~l~eal!~J;e~:~e :~~:-:l 
t",o diatinct way. out" opeuiog into d ifferent .treet&. 
Every dhision of the audi('ncc has cloak·room accom­
modation ami refreshment saloone, 

,The ItairClUlt'l to the ul'p-'r tiera aro of the uniform 
Width or 4ft. Gin" thOle to ,tall, and dreu-circle 6R. 
formed of concrete, ","itb a rile of only Gin" no fl iabt 

~:;;~: :o;id:~la~f t70ef~:e l:tc~'<1e~~~h ~r~f~~, U;f:h 
rece8lit!a for &cellory in ad:ltion, 'Ihe Whole of t be 
block of buildinga ill CbarleNtreet is devoted to 
entrance" &c" on tbe ground lenl, tbe oftiO('l of the 
theatre aud tho drell8ing-room. being on tbetl.oon.bo .... 
A centra l ticket office ba, been arran"ed, 10 t.ba.t. e\'ery 

I 
clall' of thl! audience can pay Bnu. take ticket. at t be 
variOllil cntroncedcoracolltrolletl from one central office 
or burea.u. Thc dimcwsiona of tbe theake are .. 
followl:-

Width of tho auditorium, 10ft. ; curtain line tn bt.ek 
wall of lIit, 61ft, ; curtain line t o back .,all of ltace. 
tJ:Oft. ; curtain linG to front ofdr<'ll>:.:ircle, 3-1ft-, ; ourtain 
hne to front of Ullper circle, lliKt, Gin,; proaoenium 
openiug, J.jft, wide, 2'Jft. bigh; pit 11001' to centre of 
auditorium, -15ft., higb; stage lloor to aridiron over it, 
60ft. ; atage Roor to cella, s, :.~rt. 

I The ltage and the auditorium are cntirely aepuate, 
there beiug two party walbaud an opetllpa.ce betWeel!. 
them Oft, widc, above the prollCcnium arch. There 11 
constructed on the atage 811i" of the pros:enium w.u., 
fi~:.r~~:!~,fg uJ~rt!~n ~~lo~ll:fp~!~,O!:;~~~lg~~I~&2:k~~ 
ui> without any rolling, aud available to be let u.own at 
auy moment in thirty secomls. 'Ihia forma a complete 
Hcverance between stage aud auditorium. 'Vater is 

!~~~edn o~o~ith~~g~l: .. :t~hCm:~~!ir~n!t h::arr~~tie::L 
The Itrle adollted for the auditorium of the theatre iI 
Louis XI V, 

There are private boxes on c&ch of the tien adjoinina 
the J)rOl!ce~iu";l, and &ernrated from it and other pa.rta 
of tLe aUlhtorlUtn U,V marblo columns. The bangiup 
are of ceriae·coloured emurohlered ailk, and the waU. 
generailr are covered with a {Iaper of the same toue. 
The Hcating for stalls, dreHaami {,unity circles is in arm. 
chaira, co\'eroo with ,"eh'et tile Kame colour a. the 
curtainl. The tableau curtaina arc ef \'clvet of a .imi. 
lar tOIl{" Lehind wllich is the act-drop of ta~try 
cOllied from olle of the Gobelin. tapelltri{'1 now in l'ariL 

The whole of tho theatre and an nexe. are ligbted by 

:::~lIi~e~:I~~co~~g~;n:::f:il ~b:ot~:~~e:r~~:~~:~e a~~:;: 
available. 

Hanging from tLe ceiling i, a. cut gla'"! and bra .. 
electrolier, and bracketa of Louis XIV. IItyle are fixed 
roun~ the box fron h al~d on tile shlo wall~, The foyn, 
opelllllK from the corlldor of the tlrellll,circlc, I. orD&. 
mentell and decorated in a. Ityle aimilar to the audi­
torium, aa also are tiiO ataircaac~ leading to it from tbe 
ve~tibule. '1'he warmingallli veuti lation have been very 

:1:~~I~ck~~~J:~c~, u~i:~ri~g ~,:!~~~~:!I~} "i:!el~:~atre 
I n the bas!!ment is a largo chamber containing a. very 

powerrul fan, which !Jumps air into the theatre after 
pasling roulid hot-water coils, }'rom t hill hot chamber 
pilles and duch are conveyed to every \)8rt of the audio 
tOlium, and from OIl1:!lIillgs in tho higher IJOrtiOD of the 

~~~:~:~t~l f~~:: ~~~ ~l~:tI~lir~t:!' ~m~~u~~d ~h:t iJlooo 
cubic feet of fl't'llb air will pan through the tlle~tI'e 
('\'cr,. hour. Ibtliatou warmed by hot water are con­
Ktructcd on e\'cry tier and eyer)' corritlor leadmg to t ho 
I\IltlitorlUtn, CIIIK'cially with a ,' iew to prc\'ent coltl cur. 
rentH of ai r entering in from tlte dill'erent doorway .. 
The fanl arc workctl by olcctrio moto~9. 

TO THE 2DlTJ R OF TilE ERA. 
Sir,-I n lome of the dCICfllltioUl' of tlle new H er 

~~re~~';h;~~d1~~~i~:: i~~: ~~r~e 1~~;:~I:,:,~ ~~:~:.~: 
staib, pit stallll, nnd Jlit-i~ stated to be an inno\'ation 

~~i~:~~~~ rr~)CT:!Ob~~~~~t!!:I':t~i:l:'e 6~:~dia!I~:! 
any such statemcnt, Now for tho moof, Myearliea:t 
theatrical recollection ia 18:J.J., At· that timo the old 
Standard Theatre had three dh'isons of SeRt. on tb. 
t~\:cSJ~~~tla~lrie<l on a sliding seale-to be correct." 

In 18::i9, at the Ea.atern Opera Bou~, now the Pavilion 
Theatre, orehcetra ~talhl (cuabioned chairl), Ilit .t&ll, 
(ul'holllterell), and pit (bare boards) were introduced by 
my late father , In lSGi, when I built the new Standard. 

!~:~t~~e I~~~~~;::! '~b:~~~e~~fo~~::~~:!~ o~~ld 
at cilcal? 1;mce~ In Aug(1st, 1&10, I penuaded the mana. 
ger to dtvtdc the lower p..ut of th l" houle into orebet.t .... 
atall., pit stalla, and pit., I believe there arc atillHveral 
~~::;'\h~at;~n !;Cll~~~H.and the provinces with a aimilar 

Yours truly, JOH~ DOUGLASS 
Green·room Club. April ?JIb, 18'"Ji. • 


