HER MAJESTY'S ONCE
AGAIN
By GERALD MORICE

So Her annysThamn once
more (o be name ol the
playhouse n Lom!ont Haymarket,
opposite m? ' ire . 1 h.:n:
quantity of theatrical history

0 associtted with the site at the
corner of the Haymarket and Pall
Mall in the almost 250 s since,
in 1705, the Queen's tre was
opened!  The architect was Sir
John  Vanbrugh, playwright and

of Blenheim, and also one
of the first directors of the new
playbouse, which had been planned
nn erceted i conscquence of a
ween the management

nnd players of Drury Lane.

The "5, laler to be known
as the King's, soon became
home of opera. Here, in (711,
Handel's first opera, * Rinaldo,”
was given: here 100 the same

mﬂomﬂmﬂly 1787,
waited il l&l'l

The next year was niarked by the
first performance in land of
Rossini’s  * Bnrhwra. first
o en here. In IBIB,
also, the lndJlormm of theatre.

opers,
13, |

Diury Lane for the privilege of
presenting her,
The cost of m-inuim:g.lu-p

S

1 . Sanapert almost
variably bunuu a Ih
ltalian Operl rr'dnd

of them contrived to “tun_ the piam
for debt. Asked

were very different
In the second hll of

¢ was ghe oppratic
mpuinon of Covent Garden (o
be 1eck Managers came
and weng. 860 the amazing
T, Smith, at ane time or another
of the majorily_of Lon=-

iso  Cremotne

h. had
not beer reached, but the siage
safl’s  patience was  exha
They rang down the curtain and

home,
The theatre
able place of entertainment for

which had been burned down in

1789 and reboilt in 1791, was re- ﬁ"“"'"" ot mm"dmu.w
modelled by John Nash. Two years aer Tm and

later colonnades were a d iuwe l'ullmd hlm to lhl
the three sides of the mc Klm Y. "!h‘(o
Chnr‘eulr Ha hwr:m- nunu theﬁr-l
Mall, and at the bo:t chapter would be reached.

Qo e, i il x| e e e S may
Queen  Vietoria the theatre  was = i_ui‘zvel

called Her Majesty’s. The building
was again burned down, in |lll'7’
in 1869 it was recomstructed. o

1892 & was demolsshed, but in

1897 Herbery  Boer! T
d  his  * beautiful theatre,”™

as he called it, as Her Ly’

King's
ymarket was n-mcuhriy nutcd
in me eighteenth century " for its
productions, so in the first
of lbe nineteenth

?m‘..::"::.'r”'ﬂ"
R‘:"

:ul-

immense prepatations and outlay
by the mannpub;-‘mn ey : a special
with a private trmin at Dover (o
bring one of the ballerinas to

doth,
Then, in 1847, there  was x
funh:r lcnnllon—(lm first. appeu
"S-aduh
Nlllum

was still mam
struggle with

and he had (0]
ovent Garden and |

Jr:lmy Lind. Lumiey | >




