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Mr. ~"hdrcy,· Csrnegie I:lid the memori:d ston , of 
the King' ~ Thcslr<". Le.\'en-. trut. Bd1nburgh. last 
tmturda')·. Tht\' new theatre 18 '4 be open din, 
Dr,cenaber. In lhe 8~lou8 galleri .. and pit a 
Imrie company' a!~JDbled to witneas tbo cercm~ny. 
Th memorial , ~tcne wa~ "SUd o~ .~b~ box, &poco 
or ,the' gra-:ad circle 011 the O.P. aido. and here on 
an improvised, pl~tlorm ~ere ~ted tbe ~halrm3n. 
lit. R. . Bu.cJianan. and other directors ,ct tbe 
Edinhurgh Construction Compan)' (Limited). the 
proprietors of the 4he.tre. Dr. Carnegte, Provost 
MaclUe. Leith, Councillor 'CameroD. and Dr. Hew 
Morrison. ' 

fhe Cu,ua.u, mid the), we.re met to wilncf.s a 

know or hear of, a .friend who 'did ooe .rood t a 
inodol of aU' the VirtUCB. I do not know IJ. ~DUer, 
'purer. cha,racl.er than , tho ' delin~t~)f Of, Rip Van 
Whiltlo; and you, Ining. er088IDg tbe Oc:e3n' 80' 
or.ten ,with him, it . ,as m)" prj vilego' to know ltlm 
well. Jle~ too. wa iD over)" respecl '%1 man whom ,all 
dclhthted' 'to, honour. and we btLye livior In Ule ' 
,pr.o~essi,~O' to.dn), 'meo: and riomim of the samo 
·character. whom it were invidiou8 to menUon. 
-It is a rar cry from ,b:orll~ ear~ to W~tmi.DHl'er 
Abbey. who're' )r'ving' ilos ,witt. Garrick, distAn· 
gui~hcil members of whiLt. ,is n~w, ~ecOgDist!d as nn' 
honoured profession. The ,theatto' bas come to 

performance-an episode in one act.--8,uth, "s "'~ 
!eldom seen . 'lthin the walls of a Uleatrc. He 
felJ pr,~ud , that ,t he a~ms :rto wh~r.h · h~s fellow· 
dirrdorS Rnd' himself hmd set :them8Clv~s wero 
witt}in measurnble dist.:Ulto of '~4U83Uon. The)' 
b:id emlllU vourelt U. formulate 4 ~hCUQo , whereby 
th., eapital ,of .1kotl:ind 'migbt·, have a . ,t·beatre 
,wort hy of tho , best and ~be l1'eat.es~ dr~m:a.{jc 
trnditions of tt:ac 'Past. T~c)' 'lIleaot to put' aU 
their ,energies into tbe .otk. Jt was a wotk' 00 a 
high plane of action. an ambitiou8 plane of action 
-action that sought to place "'ith.ln reach 01 the 
public of Edillb'urah ,and ·of "he man), vJ.lton to 
tbat beautiful elt)' , a CODUnUOQ8 aerie. of the 
dramatic works of the dramatista of tb·e put, of 
the dramatists, of the day, and or, the dramatists 
)Ii''' unborn. It wa~ pe~b~p8 na.lural tha~ 10 R,ucb' 
a th~tre aR t,b:lt, the feeling should '~ prompt~ 
Uud. standing" Q.B it did, in Scotland s capital, .t 
was 10 be reK:1rded' a'8 a Natio~:ll. theatre., The 
pifo.a for 8 .Na.Uoj,a1, U)(~~t-;c hO,d had. tho support. of 
alt ' men, "n'd women wlto. ,adt.nowledged the high 
dc:'Uil)' or <the elrama. lh~ 'Iatc Sir Jlenry ,ning 
bt~iu~ forr.m()~t am·~ng thf\Ol, , 'J.' that ~htatre 
milCht : la)" cl:lim, t'o', thwt1tI~. :~ N~U(jrlaJ:· ~~' woult! ' , 
bfl h(,cl&tI~ , ,it would ~ ·ri.m ~n t.he liolUl on 
"'hiell a Nut hln:d U."utra woul" bo run. Tho hln!lIK 

,,;tay. and it devolves upon u·s -to ,avail ourselves Qf 
it~ tremendou8 power l(Jr good. and 'support It 
wherein it 'Is worthy. 8ub,ventlons' t4 the drama 
Rrid dIe opera are not tavou;ed bl ·our race: we 
k~ow nothing of tho. S~b81~l8ed 4heatre or oper3, 
but tJi'nce our, 'Governments fail to ' suppqrt either, 
ttie (~ut,y appeals with' gr~ter-' fo~ to the cilizen. 
The bUKt, way ' for Rood people "'0 aid, lind' improve' 
tho , 4.t~ootro i~ to patroni80 'it U of ton as a , load 
pltty· iM pr~uccd" and, ,a'Void .It· when , a bad one ,Is 
.. rrt!r4!1f. "he appeal for: aid to a , bazaar ra"l), 
If,UK, 1 am told, on thjs ·8ide of, the ' Atlantic., 
Whr.n '" manaker' of' a theatre Ilke titls-wblch It! 
on MnrlowO'K lines, "'lao iabour8d .to ,.,xaJ'L tho stale 
. ' m:tk"~,, hi~ Rppeal to the wmmun.!y .00' behalf of 
n. slllndar.1 gOOd play. or of a pleatd nK. spectacl6 I 
lur th8 children. such 38 h8;8 been taking ,. New 
Y Mk by 2it~nn, the work of our talented feUo.· 
countryman • . Mr. B8rrie~ tho' man or woman of 
good P.O~llion in Bdinburah should consider it a 
<July to patroniRo these and to induce otbers to d,o 
so. Purduudng a number of ,tickets and sond,lng 
'!hem to ~hcir I~rer ,nelghbouflI·' and thoir ~ndr~n , 
.&24 II NOland exercise or gcncros.itY, a ' lootl U80 61 
~urplu~ wf\:tlth. There i8 no pallpe;i834ion In, thi .. , 
laO t3illl, of charity. This is tile feg.thnal'c r6ward .' 
which the' manaRcr has tho right. to' expect at )lo'Jr' 
hand~. , Pete, Pall bBI," just., 'run' ~on~lngOU811 in 
New, Y flrk tho wbole ~ason. and, the t,hea,tre . ,111' 
(.lilly clu~ed I)winK (0 , the summer heat. It, Is to 
Ntart llKain when Ute heat i8 over. 

I hope it will '· 00 80 in Edinburgh, lor~ it 18 a ' 
dt\!i!.tht In chiltlrem 'farely eq'U~ncd, and 110 with 
the cy It'! of SII:,kAspcmrJan 'Play" promiRed at the 
InauS(uration uf this tbeatre. 'Jf parents will sec 
thal ttwir son:4 Rnd, daughtcrs attelld this cycle, 
.uorC! than one of their childre'n is' likely to look 
had, in artor life. as I do, to tho, revelation or 
t\hakl~~p.\are n~ ono of tho contr.olUng forccA in 
lib' lito for ~ood. Ladies and' llenUcmen. I om 
Krl~:~tI)· . pleased ' to ,appear upon' this occBsion, be· 
~nu~ I , bn. vo a not'., ,'rom th~ Lord Provo5t , 01' 
~': J:t~S:Co.w'. ~tu.Ung' U'at ·tlle proprietors and Dl3na. 

,,: .. utcf he nil thn" cOIiKtituted · what "'WI PUreiJt in 
llrt :llid (!I.~\'nlitlJ.( In, cmterlaiaunint·. . 

A jar rontnhling current coills and neW8papers 
\Pt.:,;; Ihen 1)lac{ld ·jn tho stone, which. on bfting 
li''''I' rt''d int l) IH.~it iOl~. "'a~ la.itJ by Mr. C:&rnegie. 
""hu: pro .... unr.4~d it .. ,,'eU, nn~ truly laid." 

~ir: ('uun:ou: ttUlR gayo nil ,addrus on the 
d·",m(l. 110 said :- It is some' rorty years ainco I 
·wju~ : w-i Ud n' the w,alll of 3 ' theafre in Edinborgh. 
Well, do, I remember. that I , theli' tle:;rd atad' saw 
one of the ' greatest diam:lUc' : tr~Ms , I hav~ ',ever 
tiad. ,alld I ba vo had maoy raro ,lIigbta ' listening 

'to,' good plays. Charl~; W ~~ J)lay~ Sir: P,erU· 
nn,!'< M,acSycopllRnt, ~ .... Macklin's, 'M~" , 01 the 
11"0 rid. I hope it will 'be' ofct~n , repeated in this 
J10U5e; Many are · Ule lesson,S 'for life ,I bave re· 
ceh·r.CJ from tho' , theatr~. '11, first tnowledre of ' 
8hak('t'peflrc eamo from aU~nding a tbeatr~ aDd 

'~hlJf hill plays performed. I bad not remd his 
work~. As t"legrnph meJ\.qenger bo), it, w:as my 
duly to, dcl,iver telegramA to 4he manager of our 
Pjtt~burg t,h~atre. W,e ~'-~ Jnad~ . ;t. a praeUce 
to 'ask tho gat.,keepcr if we might- Blip upstairs 
1~ .the gnll,!ry, wbich pl'lvilcge W·IUI accorded. Jo 
Uli£4 ; way 4,he w9rkB of St"ak~re were revealed' 
to mo. , 

Wt.at is tbo' miMi,on' 01" Ulo,drama P. , We have tbo 
no's"'cr in :the Jliastert. w'ords-" 'bOth at " tbe fint 
and II'OW, :was and ·i8, to bold ~ as "were, the mirror 
up~ ' to n'ature. ', to' -s.iow · vl'rtuo ber own feature. 
scorn ber 0.',.' imBge. and the very are and body 
uf Um time 'bis, fornl a'nd', preuure:' Tho highest 
arid ~t oro now Krateful ,tot knowing, men and' 
womon or the actors· 'prof~on. ] n each of Uae iwo' branches of our race wo have had In our d:l)' 
('me who stood out among bis, lellows. Our Ameri· 
can. J ·oo Jeffersoo, was on·e. of the' sweeteat and 
P,u,~, character8 i,t ha~ ever ~~ mr fortuDo' ,to 

, "(~rli of ttaiM now theatre. have done much for tho 
~~tc~·:&Ul)n of ' ~I.lc dramll In OlmJl(o:w·~ .:Your 'so.ns"and 
dnQghler!4 ,Who preter, .t~ spend tbeir ebllUngs to 
~cc- ~nd. hear playa :of Khak~sp~,r.e In.~~ea~ of 
!«lu(&nderinK them upon Jowcr .ttaihKt', ar~, not likely 
to give ,you troublo iit atter lifo. Books 'JIlden 
.with Kootl fruit. which are sealed () the· multitude. 
"'iII h~vc been opcnod to 'th'6.n), :whlch cannot fall 
to ~"cct their eharacter. rind their tastes. I ask 
~'!!~ !hcn. citizens of, Edinburgh. to·' con'sider 'the 
KIDK s Theatre nn institution ~,orthr of )'oor 
~ulmort., tlCC3UAO it 'b,n,s,tho PQwcr., i, ,~u8I'aincd by 
-)'IJU', tu It~'ld men and women Jnto· B, h.ig,her almoB· 
t>h,l!r,c. ,I ~haJl watch the ,futuro or this theatre, 
\Viti,. dcel)C~t int-erl!St. It. is, hero: somewhat in the 
" ,fit ilr~ or an experiment; , but ono: 'whicb. a8 Ii 
tlllhw.hu.f'CCK8" J. commr.hd to' all "tbo 5;ood. 
J~cnt~,ro~$. 'public'Rpirit.ed 'cititcnfJ of the M.ctr:opolii4.: 
(', l.ny U.il4 'memorial ~tonet' 8:\)',hlg /fo my 'olh)w. 
cat 17.'·n~ of .~tinhurgh. in 1,ho; 'Words Gf Jlamlct 
Rlld rolonius', tI 4 Seo the play,crs 'well :be~tow~d." 
Pulon~us~" 1 will use ,them acco~ing to their. 
d('~~rt." , lIamlet-tl 'Mu·cb ~tt~r • ."inan, uso , eyery 
IItllr& nftpr his desert. and who 'shan scape whip. 
PJn&t?, Usc ·them after your own bonour and 
dignitl' ... .. ' 


