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OPENING OF THE KING’S THEATRE.

THE PANTOMIME "OF CINDERELLA.

The management of the King’s Theatre, Edin-
burgh, are to be congratulated upon a successful
opening performance on Saturday night. The
undertaking of a pantomime first night is no mean
feat in itseif. It is at least equalled by the task
of opening a new theatre. A successful combina-
tion of ithese two events 1s the culminating
triumph of the theatrical manager. Faced with
the double task, Mr R. C. Buchanan, the
managing director of the Company, and Mr
Robert Courtneidge, the producer of the panto-
mime, combined their forces to provide entertain-
ment for the Edinburgh public.  Conegrning
the house itself few words are necessary, as a
full description of both the exterior and interior
has already appeared in these columns. Suffice
it t0 say that in perhaps the two most important
essentials the theatre ‘was thoroughly satisfadtory
“=an uninterrupbted view of the stage could be
obtained from every part of the house, and the
seats were extremely comfortable, two features
which will prove most attractive to the habitual
theatre-goer. The seating accommodation is 2400.

“HE DARON.

MR DAN ROLYAT.

In regard to the pamtomime ilself, “Cinderella”
has been taken for the subject. It would be diff-
cult to say how ancient is 'Ry theme. In the
story are combined one or two of e oldest ideas,
notably those of the unfeeling stepmother and
the reward of kindness to whe do not
scem in a position to make ar ‘return. To these
wieas the modern writefs of pantonzne have

dded the henpecked husband, an historic charac-
er which dates back at least as dar as Socrates.
In the case of the presént produciion the old
story has beem followed i the o¥0s=cst possible
way. The only notable inmovation from the pan-
tomime standpoint is the substi*ution of two good-
looking young ladies for the comedians who
usually take the parts of the elderly ugiy sisters.
As usual the immortals open the pantomime in a
scenc entitled the Enchanted Glade. We are
next introduced to the prineipal characiers of the
piece In & very fine scens entilled (he Forest in
Winter. Not only was the seene itséli heautifully
staged, but the dresses wers particniarly appro-
priate, while a number of live mabhits hopping
about " lent an additional air of reality to the
picture. In this scene Cinderella makes the ao-

quaintance of the prince, & meeting on which the| i

whole plot turns. After a ut- er scene
representing the interior of e Hall we come 0
the kitchen, a scene in whish Jthe “gag” of the
Baron and Baroness willi vequide some pruning.
The closing item in the first act, entitled “The
Toilet,” is a particularly elabomate and beauti-
ful scene. The pearl setling s especially fine,
and the lighting effects, though Mr [luchanan
made an apology for imperfections In this de
ment, were extremely creditat’~. The seco
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\s very
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own bodroom soene, which
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rad Tritschler, W. R. Coleman, Jumes Gordon,
and R. M‘Cleery are gen«=!ly (o be consratulated
upon the scenery and painting which go far to

well mounted and pgorgeously dressed.

| - .
make the tomime  plesciny specracle. In
regard {0 music it cannot e sald that there
is much which is particularly navel, but it is
mostly tuneful. Some of the best tunes aré '6f
the cakewalk or “two-sbep” variety, dnd bear tHe
American imprint.

So far as the company is concerned, it may be
said that on the whole 1t is stronger on the male
than on the female side. Miss Payllis Dare
makes an attractive Cunderclla. More particu-
larly did she manage to look the part of the
kitchen maid. She bas a pleasant, though not
very strong, voice.  Vocally she scored her
greatest success in & song euntitled “My Silent
Sweetheart,” which she rendered 1n Dpleasing
fashion in the garret scene m the second act.
Miss Dare is & neat dancer, and nught have a
little more to do i this line. . Miss Violet Engle.
field made a dashing prince, and received gz
bearty encore for her song “Cherry Blossoms.”
Miss Gwenuie Hasto, who took the part of sister
to the prince, proved herself an agile dancer,
and scored a great success with her cakewalk in
the ballroom sceno. Misg Vera Vere and Miss

| Marie Rignold were capable exponents of the

two slop-sisters of the hercine. In manner,
voice, and dress each made a clever foil to the
other. The bulk of the comio work falls on the
shoulders of Mr Dan Rolyat and Mr John
Humphries, As a combination they are hard to
beat, The difference in stature between the
diminutive baron (Mr Rolyat), and the huge
baroness (Mr Humphries) is in itself amusing,
aad the two play m w fagshion into en.i:
gther's hands. Their | i
with the refrain “We are lookin
tn'ouﬂx: down the house. e clever re-
with particular religh. r yat
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antomime and the new theatre every suceess.

g rinted by Mr John A. ﬁ’*cu'ﬁodh.
Edinburgh, while Mr A. M. Thomson is associated
with Mr Courteeidge in putting r the pap-
tomime, and Mr rles  H.

sponsible for the -

ments for ths

Leven Street, it 18 Impossible to work
riages as is done Where a theatre is in
side street. A good plan would be to
thoro re ectly ciear of all
of welecles, and to utilise Valleyfi
carriages coming up at the end of the
ance end, if Bbecessary, Tarvit Street



