A Glamorous, Star-Spangled Story p,

The King’s, Edinburgh, Celebrates
Its Golden Jubilee

PROUD BOAST —EVERY OUTSTANDING
STAGE PERSONALITY IN 50 YEARS HAS
PLAYED HERE
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IFTY years ago, on the
evéning  of Saturday,
December 8, 1906, all the
hansom cabs in Edinburgh

scemed to be converging on
Tollcross. On the cable cars,
which, earlier on, had brought
the crowds home from Easter
Road, where Hibernians beat
Greenock Morton: from Tyne-
castle, where Hearts' reserves
drew h St Mirre d
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Fleriot's FiE) were basienby
Clasgow Academicals, it was
“ standing room onl:
Under the fitfal glow of
amps crowds stood out-
ne King's Theatre watchin
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same impor-
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tion, The fnest bullding of 18 Kind
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pantomime was & young apprentice
joiner, George Trotler. wha, had

helped 1o build the stage.
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job
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Mr Stewart Cruikshank, is now
managing director of Howard &
Ymihan ook oear ontrol o
catre, acting as direc:
later, s managing director of (he
company which
its affairs and guided it to success.

An Uncanny_Flair

hose who doubted the wisdom
of this venture info an unfamiline
¥ @ member of g leading

building firm were soon_sllenced.

r A. Stewart erk no
time in displayin neanny flair
for things mmnm, He bad, it

sye quick o

was realised, an e
unsuspected ‘tales at
ptember 1928 Mr A.
Stewari. Craikshank beeame. such
an influential personality
entertulnment business
was_appointed managing
of Howard & Wyndhams
King’s Theatre was ac
that comoine on he same date.
Becom man an
masiaging director of e fiem 1
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Mr Leadbetter and Mr Andrew
D. Stuart, who way manager of the

King's from

1926 to 1941, and is

now general manager of William

Mutrie & Son, theatrical ro\lumlc;a ol

and scenic contractors, Bell's Brae,
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‘... And That!’

The year 1914, which marked the
passing of an era, brought, among
athers, Lillie Laagtry, H. B, Irving,
hree plasers
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in daily instalments.
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3 Fiodsid Cost

And what about the prospects
for the theatre world to-day?
Patrons who regret the dearth of
musical shows ary not
aware that, production coste are
ve times what they were pre-war.
A% ordinacy play tosts three fmes
much.
When _ the
chorus gl cos

King's opened,
o coot from £2
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