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Glitter and glamour for 
a kingsized birthday 

FAMOUS pantomimes over 
the years bave been a feature of 
the King's Theatre in Edin­
burgh, which is celebrating its 
80th anniversary (his De­
cember. 

The theatre 'A'aS built by a firm of 
bwlding: contractors, W. S. Cruik· 
shank and SoD, of Edinburgh, 00 
the sire of a fruit market and grain 
stOff', and the opening performance 
".'as on December 8, 1906 with the 
pantomime Cinderella. How fitting 
that Cinderella should be the choice 
for 1986. 

~~t=:~ff:r~s:Ch ~i~ 
as those of Tommy Lome, the popular 
Scoc:nsh comic , Tom Cabk, another 
Scot, WiJJ Hay, JC!WeI and Warms. 
Ge.nc Gunrd Ilfld Douglas Byng. 

In ~ rcce.nl days tbe panlO Stat'S 
ru.:ve been Ha:ny Gordon , Jack Radclif­
fe, jimmy Logan, Stanley RUler, Alec 
Ftnlay and, 11m $C35()n. R.ilc.Iu Fulton . 

~~~Utwbus~ =~~~~~~ 
Cruiluhmk building company . then 
Howard and Wyndham Ltd . of Edin· 
burgh, then the Edinburgh D ... ricr 
Council sine< 1969, 

Today, refurbisbed at a COSI of 
£1 .200,000,11 has 1 •. 330 seats, all bnnd 
new and bandSOlMly upholstered in 
ros< «d, 

The Edinburgh King'" so b</ov,.j of 
many touring ac10f1, is back to ItS 
original Edwardian splcndoux. alJ. gLI· 
ter and glamour. just as it mus, b.ne 
looked thai December evming In 1906 
wbc:n Phyllis Dare and a ti,tIe-known 
Dorothy Wud stepped on 10 irs srage 
for the YCT)' fIrSt performance 

As Edinburgh's grand old King's Theatre 
celebrates its 80th anniversary 

GORDON IRVING looks back on an 
exciting and eventful history 

That Saturday night, in 1906, Pbyllts 
Dare, already a pin-up girl of the 
Edwardian era, was Cinden, and Dan 
Rolyat and John Humphries were: the 
~8:s~edians, the: Baron and his 

HTomatoes were 
thrown at the artists 

and kippers were 
sent down wires on 

to the stage. " 

tbc:H=~~f.~~:~~ 
ing-potnl m Edinburgh bomes and on 
the SUttts. 

Dorothy Ward, who is celebrat.ing 
hc:r 97th birth<by nect April , was 
Gaston tIx: Equury, umkrslud,Ying the 
Pnnopai Boy, and stepping Into lhc 
broach when the latter rook ill . 

II was a turning point tn her CllI'ttr for 
litt.k Dorothy from Wolverhampton . In 
1905 she had earned thirty bob a week 
as Third Girl In Bluebeard at the 

Aku.ndra in Birmingham. By the time 
she: was 20 she WIIS commanding £200 a 
week, lovely money for the early days of 
this century, 

For me , the King's has many memor­
ics. I'\'t known it ever sinct. In student 
days at Edinburgh , I stood in the: queue 
for ''the Gods" and saw the lale Eli-
51 beth 8e:rgnc:r pass by to en leT the 
stage:-door for the first -night of J, M. 
Barrie's last play, The Boyl);avid. nil 
was tht night Barrie , nervous about 

~~~j~~{~~1 ::th~~s thr:~~ ~~ 
the theatre . 
~ King's lIud.cncn lovfd the fun· 

ny men from Glasguw and the: West, 
and none! more so than DaVl: Willis, the 
wee comedian With the black moustache 
who used to sing about "growins more 
bke iUlkr every day ," 

$«ood·boost Saturday pe.rfonn­
anccs "''C.rt: the: rowdy ones - student 
nights. Even Ul the yOll'S bdore World 
Wlr Two, in the: late 19305, ~muan 
SlUdents stood up 10 a theatre: box and 
shouted. in ults It Dave Willis as he 
parodied the fuehrer with hi Hiller 

so~burgh King's audiences, on SI~­
dent rughts, lost all the: upectfd ~nul ­
Ity of the capital CIty. Tomatoes were: 

thrown at the artists, and kippers wc:re 
.Knt down wires on 10 the Stage. 

When the stage iliusioR1st with the 
medical gimmick, Dr Walford Bodic: , 
claimed to cure iIInt;SSe!, it was the 
5ludenLS, again, who caused a riot. 

rna M~~caJ~~m~;. li~~f:::l~td~; 
King's. fn September 1907 A. SteWan 
Cntik.shank introduced "high-class 
vaudeville:" along with sevua.l shon 
films on the " King's Bioscope", at 
prices ranging from fourpencc 10 a 
guinea . 

1bt sen.sation of 1912 was the Drury 
une racin¥ dnuna The WhiP, with an 
express tram in one scene Ind four nK"t 
ho~ pelting along on treadmills in 
another. 

Sir Henry Irving liked The King's, 

HChorus girls were 
paid £1 a week and 
suffragettes made 

impromptu speeches 
during 

performances" 

SQ did Willoe Bard , Stanley Lupino, 
Wtll Fyffe: , George: Robey , Sybil 
Thorndike: , Matheson Lang, and, In 

more recent umes, Stewan Granger 
with Jean Simmons, Jack Hawk.ins and 
Paul Robeson. 

In IIJ earlier days \'anety ans came 

To~~,mJ~~~:h~o the theatre at 

Ed~~~~~t:l~d~~eB:o~~nsll~: 

DOROTHY WARD - became lin 
overnight .tarwhen . he .tepped in 
to play principal boy when the 
originalactr •• s 'ell 111. 

in EurolX. Whisky was 3s 6d a bottle! 
Chorus gllill were paid £1 II wttk, and 
suffragc1tcs made unpromptu spttChes 
during pc:.rformances, throwing pam_ 
phlets from the boxes, 

KI~~%d a~aEiI~b::Jla~~ -w~er:~~:e:!~ 

Veter. n actor DOUGLAS BYNG 
appeared r89u1arfy In p.nto at The 
King', 

very first plIlIlomimt , olXning with an 
tl8boratc: winter forest scenc whIch 
became transformed undc:r a fury wand 
intO a beautiful spnng glade _ with 
REAL r.lbbits gruins on the slopes. 

Happy anOlvcfSlIry, King's TIle;nrc, 
Edinburgh . 


