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T op of Ihe Crenl· 
er Ma jeslic office 
(llId Ihealre bllild· 
illY, (III 18-slory 
strllcture in stOIlC . 
shol\,i llY J{ (z, r : 
I {oblil::cllc 's />ell l 
hOllse silldio (I ll d 
si(fll 'i..('/;iclt is 'uis­
ible for 50 miles. 

GREATER MAJESTIC IN SAN ANTONIO IS NEVVEST 

ADDITION TO INTERST'ATE CIRCUIT 

Luxurious Titeatre Seating 4)000 F eatures JUm oJp/wric Style T/l/"oug/lO ut 

HAT most da ring exponent o f the ro ma nti c in th eatre 
a rchitecture th e so-call ed a tmospheric Theatre­

was submitted to a new test and, accord ing to reliable 
sources o f informa tion. came throug h with fly ing colo rs 
when the opening of the new G reater }.ra jest ic Theatre in 
San r\ ntoni o was made the occa ion 0 f a n In te rnati onal 
celebration in whi ch delega tio ns repre 'en ting va riOlb 
M exican o rga ni zations a nd offi cia ls o f San .\n toni o ·s civi c 
and socia l g roups part icipated. 

The new th eatre, built a nd to be operated as one 0 f the 
key houses in the circuit controll ed by the Inter state 
A mu sement Company, i in a n a tmospheri c s tyl e based on 
M ex ica n loiste r architecture. Thi s str ic tl y mode rn 
appli cat ion o f arti stic producti ons ori g inating in the old 
1V0 ri I encountered no oppos it i n on trad iti ona l g rounds 
in its various manif es tati ons throughout the citi es o f the 
United S ta tes . as ev idenced by its sudden rise to genera l 
popularity . ;\ ow it ,'entures to th e ve ry cene 0 f the 
o rig ins o f the arti sti c conceptions adapted to its reali stic 
imitati on. 

D eJi gned by J oitJt Eberson 
The c.; rea te r 1\Iajesti c was desig ned by J ohn Eberson. 

I t was opened Jun e q a mid gala de1l1 onstra ti ons . attended 
by a del egat ion o f M ex ican offi cia ls including Cen. J ose 
1\1. Tapia, chi ef o f staff o f the i\lexi can Gove rnment , 
rep re t nting President Cil a nci En rique Santibanez, con­
' ul gene ral o f }.Iexico in San ,\ntoni o. 

The theatre is housed in an 18-s to ry offi ce building 
located on H ouston stree t. It ha 4 .000 seats in an a udi ­
torium having two balconies. The upper balcony is re­
:;erved fo r the colo red patronage and is reached by 
separate stairways and ele"ato r throug h a separate lobby 
en trance. 

Obse rvation of th e photographs reproduced on thi s and 
adjo ining pages reveal the ma ny detai l o f the atmosphere 
surrounding the original model for the desig n that have 

been in cor porated in thi s modern rec rea ti on o f M ex ican 
Cloister a rchi tec ture. 

The photo a t th e top 0 f thi s page shows the pent 
hou e studi o apa rtment whi ch surmounts the eig hteen­
:. to ry huilding. Thi s \\'as de ig ned for 1' :arl IIoblitze li e. 
head o f the Interstate . \musement Compa ny, and contain s 
cOlllpl ete li " ing qua rte rs and pri"ate roo f garden. 

E xterior of Brick alld Stoll e 
Th ex teri o r is o i hri ck and stone. The facade is o f 

"ton e o f a color and desig ned to ca pitali ze the intensity 
o f light to create interest ing shadow e ffec ts. . \bm·e the 
nlarquee is a balcony to se n 'c as a n outdoor ea fe. . \ pe r­
Illa nent GlilOPY executed in cast iro n and copper, cove rs 
th e entire sidewalk. a fea ture which pro"ides mu ch 
needed "hade and welcome p rotec ti on f r0111 th e sun . 

The wa iting lobby o ffers a splendid exam ple o f the 
orig inal p roducti ons. Parti cul a rly interesting is the CO Ill ­
binat ion cc ram ic a nd fai ence til e noo r and the novel fea ­
ture locateci a t the extreme end o f thi s room. Thi s is a 
g iant wa ll aquarium, illuminated from behind and above. 
The drape a t top co vers the surface wa ter lin e. thu s giv­
ing an eflect o f a subma rine view cO lll posed o f pl ants a nd 
swimilling fi shes o f va ri ous pecie . 

The a uditorium reprod uces a ga rden scene. Compa ri ­
son of th e ph otograph s showing the ri g ht and le ft sid es 
of th e auciito riulll reveal s th e treatment whi ch is a feature 
o f the atmosphe ric audito rium desig ned by J ohn Eber­
son. The two sides of the audito rium from rea r wa ll s to 
the proscenium arch are entirely d ifferent in desig n, g iv­
ing added var iety to the scene un folded be fo re the spec­
tator. The deco rat ive treatment rep resents in detail man y 
out standing features o f Mexi can a nd :\ndalu sian a rchi­
tecture . The reproduction is empha sized by a \\'eal th o f -enhan cing atmosphere created by th e fol iage . statuary. 
banne rs, stunt pigeons , peacocks and pa rrots. Indirect 
lig hting on wall s and ce il ing compl ete the elements which 
ma ke for the outdoor illusion. 
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Above, lef l side'wall Irealllienl, alldilorilllll, showillg wfallh of 
delail used 10 iJ llild 11/1 Ih e alll/ospherIc effec i . AI the nght !s 
a 'i'ie'l~1 of 'he auditorillm. rear sh o'lJ} illg IIl1der-ba.lcony Ireql1ll cn / 
alld qralld f over s/a.ircase l eadill.cJ 11/1 to an oval clOIstered 

. pro lllC/wde 011 the IIl e::::OIlille level, 

The proscenium arch. a s shown in th e photographic 
reprod uction, is featured by unusuall y elaborate decora­
tion. Its des ig n show th e influence o f !\ustnan Ba roCJ ue 
on S I,anish-:'. l exica n architectu re. At eithe r s ide o f the 
a rch arc singers ' balconies, reached by stail-s from the 
stage. J\l so worthy of note is the co mplete asymmetry 
o f th e bell towers in thi s proscen ium arch constructIon. 

Public Address System 
Centered at the peak of the arch is a deco rat i\'e sc reen 

enclosing the horns for the public add ress system which 
has been in ... ta ll cd in the Greater Maj es ti c. There a re 
four loud -speaker horn units in thi s in stallati on, used for 
a mpl ificat ion of Illu sic and speec h from -the s tage. _ 

. \ III 0 llO" th ' features of particular inte res t in th e lobbi e 
M . 

and f(lIer, of thi s luxurious house is th e main f untalt1 , . 
loca ted in the main lobby, illustrated in a close-up VIew 
reproduccd in con necti on with thi s article. Thi s is built 
around a prolllinent recent work of sculpture ca ll ed 
"Sweet (; rapes ," a bronze statue on a re\'olving table 
lIith an art mosaic illulllinated shell for a background . 
The mural depicting in \ ivid colo rs a Mexican parrot 
JlIttgle exccuted by :\[rs. Edith Llartman may be ob er v d 
al)()\'l' the fountain in thi photo. 

Itt ('IIUlplllcnt the Creater :- lajest ic ran k a mottg th e 
tIIOst luxuriously appointed theatres it] the wo rld . In 
addItIOn to ih public add ress sys tem, there is a compl ete 
in stallation for thc presentation of sound pictures, proj ec­
tion roo til equlplllent of the newest des ign, elevatin", o rCTan 
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and orchestra lifts and multi -col r lig htillD" plants, in add i­
tion to a n elaborate heatin o' a nd ventilatino' plant. 

The theatre chai rs arc upholstered with a tapestry 
fabri c inco rporat illO" the pred mina ting colol- ea rned 
thrOll"hout the au litorium. These are black , orange and 
red, a~ the principal colors used in the interio r leco ration. 

, \ cou tica l treatment \\'a pro\'ided for in the original 
plans cove ring the ce ilin O' con truct ion and design of the 
idewall s_ "\ 'al acou tical pia ter wa u ed on the 

vaulted ceiling. 
, leva tors have been in ' tall ed fo r b th 

to rium a nd the colored balcony. Thi i 
th eatre in . \ me ri ca with el \-ators f r 
balcony and mezzanine fl oo rs. The Ii ft 

th main audi ­
ne of the few 

! atrons in the 
a re laro'e and 
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co nve ni ently loca ted and make tr ips to th e upper Aoors 
constantl y. 

The men's smokin g room has becn fitted fo r th e co m­
fo rt 0 [ Illascul i ne patrons. Large ovcrstu ffed chai r5 and 
davenports ha vc becn placed for loung ing ami "mokin g. 
There is an attendant present a t all times to ca re for the 
needs 0 f pat rons. 

Th e ladi es parl or is furni shed with everything that is 
necessary for co mfort and co nvenience. A maid is in 
a ttend ancc to ad mini ster to the needs of pa trons. 

The mezzan in e Aoo r has large lounges where patrons 
ca ll wait for an appo intment or rest while waitin o' [or a 
eat in the auditoriulll of the theatre. O n thi s sa n~e Aoor 

there is a check room for wraps, hats, um brellas, or pack-

• 

Abo';;L', riyht sidewall, alldit orill lll. COlllparison with photo 
opposite shows the lolally differelll Ireallll ellt of Ihe sidewalls. 
AI lefl, />roscenilllll arch, showillY illflll L'lIce of Ihte / 1I1O'lrial£ 
Baroqlle il£ Spallish ·J1!e;cican a.rchileetllr£'. Nole sillgers' balcolIY 
on right alld lefl alld a cOlnplele aSYlllelry of Ihe bell lowers. 
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ages . Thi s is a service extendcd to pat rons for their 
• 

con venlence. 
Public telephones and telegraph service a re two of the 

minor detail s which add to the en joy men t of a theatre 
and the entertainment program o ffered there . 

. \bout forty Spani sh cyp ress trees imported from Ital y 
a re used as the ma in bacground for the architecture in 
the audi to rium. ,\bout ten South , \meri ca n pa lms a re 
u~ed to advantage in the decorative schc me. There al so 
arc o range, aza lea, magnolia and oleander t rees . bracena 
planb, bloo ming cac tu s .g rape and rose bushes, and many 
T cxas blue bonn cts. 

One of the large:, t collections o f stuffed birds in Texas 
is to be [ound in the G reat re :' Iajestic. The larges t a nd 
mo"t beauti ful of th e coll ection is a whi te peacock with 
a spread ing tail meas urin g more than IO feet across and 
standing more th an 10 feet hig h. 

There are a sco re or morc of white doves in natura l 
poses . Some o [ the birds ha\'c been wired and arranged 
in such a mann er as to g ive the im prcssio n of fu ll Aig ht 
agai nst the blu e of the sky . Others of the whi te doves a re 
taking off in the start of flight. 

Exterior ELectrical D isplay 
The \'erti ca l sign on Houston S treet on the [ront 0 f the 

buil d ing has a brillian ce o f 114.700 candlepower coming 
[ rom 2 .-1-00 lamps. It is the largest theatri ca l sign in the 
South. It is 76 feet high, I..J. feet wide at the top and 
ta pers to 8 feet at the base. Attached to the base is a 
scroll work 1 2 feet wide and fitted with special lights. 
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A bove, fOll ll tain, main lobb}1 
Below. the waitill .<J lobby 
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There is anothe r huge ign with a doubl e face on the 
roo f. Th is sign has a brilliance o f 74,400 candlepower , 
coming fro m 1280 lamps, tota ling 24,000 watts . These 
sign can be seen f rom a g reat a di stance as the verticle 
signs because of thei r double facing and height. 

Three thousand five hundred gallons o f water a minute 
is th e capacity fo r the well which will supply the needs of 
the th eat re and office build ing . 

The well is 1,000 feet deep . A tank with a capacity o f 
35,500 ga ll on 0 f wate r i on the roo f. Thi s is equal 
to 300 ba rrels . \ ,yater is pumped at a ll times to the roo f 
where en ough pressure is a sured to g ive adequate 
pressure all over the structu reo 

City water has been piped into the building to be used 
in emergencies. This precaution is taken in al l of the 
city's building hav ing pri vate well s. 

The three-color lighting system is controll ed by a multi ­
pre-set switchboa rd of la rge capacity. It is a 10 scene 
board mounted back stage, from which a va riety of effects 
in the auditorium as well as the stage can be controlled. 
A lso in cl ud ed in th e equipment is an emergency lighting 
plant, with automatic switching fa ciliti es to the secondary 
fuses in the eve nt o f fail ure 0 r th e main fu ses o r lighting 
lines, and a third plant to suppl y emergency light in the 
event o f power current fa ilure. Effect machin es in the 
booth and spots for stage presentations and the cloud 
e ffect machines for crea ting the realisti c sky effects which 
fea ture atmospheric auditoriums a re provided in the lig ht­
ing equipment. 

T he policy o f the Grea te r Maj es tic is vaudeville and 
motion pictures . T he house is under the management o f 
Raymond \ \T illi s, director of the interests o f the Interstate 
Amu ement Company in San A ntonio. 
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