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GREATER MAJESTIC IN SAN ANTONIO IS NEWEST
ADDITION TO INTERSTA'TE CIRCUI'L
Luxurious Theatre Seating 4,000 Features Atmospheric Style Throughout

been mcorporated m this modern recreation of Mexican
Cloister architecture.

The photo at the top of this page shows the pent
house studio apartment which surmounts the eighteen-
story building.  This was designed tor Karl Hoblitzelle,
head of the Interstate Amusement Company, and contains
complete living quarters and private root garden.

Exterior of Brick and Stone

The exterior 1s of brick and stone. The facade 1s of
stone of a color and designed to capitalize the intensity
of heht to create mteresting shadow effects. Above the
niarqguece 1S a Ii:l]t‘llll_\' to serve as an outdoor cafe. A PeT-
manent canopy executed m cast 1ron and copper, covers
the entire sidewalk, a feature which provides much
neceded shade and welcome protection trom the sun.

The waiting lobby ofters a splendid example of the
origimal productions. Particularly interesting 1s the com-
biation ceramic and faience tile floor and the novel fea-
ture located at the extreme end of this room. This 1s a
otant wall aquarium, illuminated from behind and above.
The drape at top covers the surtface water line, thus giv-
ing an effect of a submarine view composed of plants and
swimming fishes of various species,

The auditorium reproduces a garden scene. Compari-
son of the photographs showing the right and left sides
of the auditorium reveals the treatment which 1s a feature
of the atmospheric auditoriums designed by John [ber-
son. The two sides of the auditorium from rear walls to
the proscenium arch are entirely different in design, giv-
g added variety to the scene untolded before the spec-

HAT most daring exponent of the romantic in theatre

architecture—the so-called atmospheric Theatre
was submitted to a new test and, according to rehable
sources of information, came through with flying colors
when the opening of the new Greater Majestic T heatre n
San Antonio was made the occasion of an International
celebration 1 which delegations representing various
Mexican organizations and officials of San Antonio’s civic
and social groups participated.

The new theatre, built and to be operated as one ot the
key houses in the circuit controlled by the Interstate
Amusement Company, is in an atmospheric style based on
Mexican Cloister architecture. “This strictly modern
application of artistic productions origmating m the old
world encountered no opposition on traditional grounds
i 1its various manifestations throughout the cities of the
[Inited States, as evidenced by its sudden rise to general
popularity. Now 1t ventures to the very scene of the
origins of the artistic conceptions adapted to its realistic
imitation.

Dm‘f::{)}{’f/ [)_}' John Eberson

The Greater Majestic was designed by John Eberson.
[t was opened June 14 anud gala demonstrations, attended
by a delegation ot Mexican othcials including Gen. Jose
M. Tapia, chiet of statf of the Mexican Government,
representing President (il and Enrique Santibanez, con-
sul general of Mexico in San Antonio.

The theatre 1s housed m an 18-story ofhce building
located on Houston street. It has 4,000 seats in an audi-

torium having two balconies. I'he upper balcony 1s re-
served for the colored patronage and 1s reached by
separate stairways and elevator through a separate lobby
entrance.

Observation of the photographs reproduced on this and
adjoining pages reveal the many details of the atmosphere
surrounding the original models for the design that have

tator. The decorative treatment represents in detail many
outstanding teatures of Mexican and Andalusian archi-
tecture. T'he reproduction 1s emphasized by a wealth of
enhancing atmosphere created by the foliage, statuary,
banners, stunt pigeons, peacocks and parrots. Indirect
hghting on walls and ceilling complete the elements which
make for the outdoor illusion.
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Abowve, left sidewall treatment, auditorium, showing wealth of

detarl used to Dwld up the atmospheric effect. At the right is

a view of the auditoruun rear showimmg under-balcony treatment

and qgrand fover stawrcase leading up to an oval cloistered
promenade on the mezzanme level.

| he proscentum arch, as shown m the photographic
reproduction, 1s featured by unusually elaborate decora-
ton. Its design shows the ifluence of Austrian Baroque
on Sranmish-Mexican architecture. At either side of the
arch are HiHLUﬂTH‘ le]f:Hlﬁ‘H, IlﬁerHWI ]1} stairs from the
stage.  Also worthy of note 1s the complete asymmetry
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(Centered at the peak of the arch 1s a decorative screen

eniclosing the horns tor the public address system which
has been nstalled 1in the Greater Majestic. There are
lour loud-speaker horn units in this mstallation, used for
;t11|]4'1i~;!:iil1| of music and ~|r11't1| trom-the stage,

\imonge the teatures ot particular mterest in the lobbies

and tovers ot this luxurious house : al : .
ch & | ouse 1s the mam fountain and orchestra hitts and multi-color hehting plants, 1n addi-

located m the mam lol lustrated 1n a ¢ = - . =
ted ¢ mam lobby, illustrated in a close-up view tion to an elaborate heating and ventilating plant.

m': ']‘1'I ]]r:{“I:T]”llllnlllII]I.:I.{:.:::llkllllll]ll”tf,l*iIi;-nllllll::r]Hi”llllllltl‘lttl | *H_lt' _1||n_-:11:‘ru t']{Ili!'h are ll]’llulhl.t']'t't'l with a tapestry
| | L | _ ; tabric 1nc rporating the lllqt'illtll 1natinge colors carried
>weet Lrapes,” a bronze statue on a revolving table throughout the auditorium. These are black, orange and
't mosai l|].lH]|HrI.'I.|l‘II shell tor a Irr:u.‘]i;.‘.l"'““'l- red, as the principal colors used in the interior decoration.
SN . | . ]rl:llla COVETring Illt' l't1]1|l;: construction and iIL'hl;:!l Ol lllt‘
SASAE LT Vi PIOLO. stidewalls. A special acoustical plaster was used on the

nent the Greater Majestic ranks among the  vaulted celling.
.,~- -¢ (d theatres I the \.'-.'HI'I'I. | 1) ]{]tw:lt,.]-ﬁ ]1;1-\1- heen iIle:lHt‘il fur lunlll I]IL' Ill:lill :11““-
* 71 | wadress system, there 1s a m‘uﬂl\]llt%t' torium and the colored ]ul]Lerl}'. 1his 1s one of the ft*\Y
1151 | DT -".' Lt1on ot sound PICLUTES, ]'f"jlw" IlllﬁtTTI'H 11 America \vil]l {41'\Il[**rﬁ¥ ftﬂ‘ [HlIIWm[]a i]l l]lt

LI0N TOOM equipment € newest design, elevatimg organ balcony and mezzanine floors. The lifts are large and
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conventently located and make trips to the upper floors
constantly.

The men’s Fal]]llliill;_: room has been htted for the com-
tort of masculine patrons. Large overstuffed chairs and
davenports have been placed for lounging and smoking.
1here 1s an attendant present at all times to care for the
needs ot patrons,

T'he ladies parlor 1s furnished with everythine that is
necessary for comfort and convenience. A maid is in
attendance to administer to the needs of patrons.

1he mezzanine floor has large lounges where patrons
can wait for an appointment or rest while waiting for a
seat 1n the auditorium of the theatre. On this same floor
there 1s a check room for wraps, hats, umbrellas, or pack-

Abowve, right sidewall, auditoruwm. Compairison with photo

opposite shows the totally different treatment of the sidewalls.

At left, proscenuvm arch, showwng wnfluence of thte Austrian

Baroque wn Spanish-Mexican architecture. Note sungers balcony

on right and left and a complete asvmetry of the bell towers.
ages. lhis 1s a service extended to patrons for their
convenience.

"ublic telephones and telegraph service are two of the
minor details which add to the enjoyment of a theatre
and the entertamment program oftered there.

About forty Spanish cypress trees imported from ltaly
are used as the maimn baceround for the architecture 1n
the auditorium. About ten South American palms are
used to advantage in the decorative scheme. |here also
are orange, azalea, magnohia and oleander trees, bracena
plants, bloonung cactus ,grape and rose bushes, and many
Texas blue bonnets.

()ne ot the lill'gt'al collections of stufted birds 1 Texas
s to be tound in the Greatre Majestic. The largest and
most beautiful of the collection 1s a white peacock with
a spreading tail measuring more than 10 feet across and
standing more than 1o feet high.

| here are a score or more of white doves 1 natural
poses. Some of the birds have been wired and arranged
in such a manner as to give the impression of full flight
acainst the blue ot the sky. Others of the white doves are
lilliill;__: off 1in the start ot Hi;__’}'hl.

Exterior Electrical Display
The vertical sien on Houston Street on the front of the
building has a I!l'llll:tI]L"t‘ ot 114,700 candlepower coming
from 2,400 lamps. It 1s the largest theatrical sien in the
South. It 1s 76 teet high, 14 teet wide at the top and
tapers to 8 feet at the base. Attached to the base is a
scroll work 12 teet wide and fhtted with special lights.
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There 1s another huge sign with a double face on the
roof. This sign has a brilliance of 74,400 candlepower,
coming from 1280 lamps, totaling 24,000 watts. These
signs can be seen from as great a distance as the verticle
signs because of their double facing and height.

Three thousand five hundred gallons of water a minute
1s the capacity for the well which will supply the needs of
the theatre and office building.

The well 1s 1,000 feet deep. A tank with a capacity of
35,500 gallons of water is on the roof. This i1s equal
to 300 barrels. Water is pumped at all times to the roof
where enough pressure 1s assured to give adequate
pressure all over the structure.

City water has been piped into the building to be used
in emergencies. This precaution 1s taken in all of the
city’'s buildings having private wells.

The three-color lighting system 1s controlled by a multi-
pre-set switchboard ot large capacity. It 1s a 10 scene
board mounted back stage, from which a variety of effects
in the auditorium as well as the stage can be controlled.
Also mcluded n the equipment 1s an emergency lighting
plant, with automatic switching facilities to the secondary
fuses in the event of failure ot the main fuses or lighting
lines, and a third plant to supply emergency light in the
event of power current failure. Effect machines in the
booth and spots for stage presentations and the cloud
effect machines for creating the realistic sky effects which
feature atmospheric auditoriums are provided in the light-
Ing equipment.

The policy of the Greater Majestic 1s vaudeville and
motion pictures. The house 1s under the management of
Raymond Willis, director of the interests of the Interstate
Above. fmmh'zf”_, mann [.err_x- Amusement C[’Jl‘l'l])il]'l}" ill 53.11 r\llt(]l]i().

Below, the waiting lobby
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