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GERSHWIN MUSICAL SHOW WILL OPEN NEW MAYAN THEATER

'SHOWHOUSE IS
DISTINCTIVE

Mayan  Theater. Visualizes

Vanished Art

Under Same Managemeﬁt as
Adjoining Belasco

Young Mexican Artist Does
Unique Work

BY EDWIN, SCHALLERT

The transcendant fascination and
beauty of an anclent civillzation of
the North Amerlcan continent will
come to life with the opening of the
Mayan Theater tomaorrow evening,

This playhouse, s companion to
the Belasco in its location, i not
in the unlque character of tts em-
bellishments, sets a new pulse for

institutions dedicated to entertain-
ment. It embodies Ideas that are sin-
gularly artistlc in its scheme of con-
struction, and gives every promise of
belng warmly inviting.

Some months have now elapsed
élnce the nauguration of a new stage
theater and consequent]y a keen in-
terest {5 expected to surround the
Mayun opentng. Besides, 1t comes but
shortly before the beginning of the
1all season. N

The initial production s “"Oh, Kay,”
8 very successful New York musfcal
show, written by George Gershwin,
with 1o less magnetic 4 person than
Elste Janls starring,

“Oh, Kny" hps been tried out In
San Diego and is, therefore, not start.
Ing {5 career here without that de-
siruble impetus which is only at-
atined after several public perform-
ances. It fs predicted that it will be
running briskly for the premlere.

DIFFERENT .POLICY

The Mayan Thenter is under the

same management ags the Belasco,
The lessee of the theater {s Gerhold
O, Davis, Both Edward Belasco and
Fred J. Butler are interested in the
new enterprise. The maln difference
in polley Is that the Mayan. will be
given over to the production of musi-
cal comedies, whereas the established
traditlon of Belasco is play presenta--
tion. The latter has already enjoyed
notable success, particularly’ with the
latest attractlon, “The Great Neck-
er.
The management {s going upon the
theory that one theater helps anothe
er when tliey are adjacent, and when
they affer s diversity of attractiona.
The Mayan s right next door to the
Belasco, but its ruddy facade presents
8 decided contrast to the exterior of
the neighbor building.

Those who have delved into Ameri-
can history prior to the advent of the
white man will find a singular lure in
the word Maya from which the name
of the theater has been teken. There
is perhaps no older known race of
people on the American contlnent
then the Mayans. It i{s mssumed by
many authorities that they preceded
even the Aztecs, and the other abo-
riginal trives,

Certainly their clvillzation was
among the foremost, and dates back
to the early centurles of the Chris-
tian ora in certain portlons of Mexico.
It is told that they had passed thelr
peak as a people, and were in the
stage of decadence when the Span-
iards arrived, but even then were
among the sturdiest opponents of the
European {nvaders.

AZTEC ALSO SHOWN

v The Mayan Theater visualizes and
idealizes thelr architecture and their
art work as these have been discov-
ered in the course of excavations in
Chiapas, Yucatan and elsewhere.
There was eclaborateness in these
achlevements in contrast to those of
the Aztec. 'The bulilding embodies
the Aztec, however, for contrast. The
Mayan inspiration domtnates to the
extent of being represented {n about
75 per cent of the decorative effects.

A young Mexican artist by the name
of Franclsco Cornejo, working under
the direction of Richard Sobleraf, has
been chiefly responsible for the em-
bellishments of the theater drawn
from these prehistorie sources, He
has made an extensive research into
the accomplishments of the clvillza-
tion In his own country, and {t was
ns a result of seeing an article writ-
ten by him in a Los Angeles news-
paper that Mr. Davis- developed his
own plans for the theater incorporat-
ing the Mayan motif.
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There is much to study.in thé . o

sdornments of the auditortum itself]
and {ts adfacent surroundings. Sun
worshtp played a large part in the Hfg |
of hoth the Mayans and the Aztecs|
and this 1s the prevaillng note in th
effccts that catch the eye.

The curtains of the theater are a7y
arrangement by Mr, Cornefo of th
famous Maya low reliets found iy
Palenque in the State of Chiapas. HE
himself conslders them the purest]
and most perfect expresston that h
haos achieved of the Mayan idea in th
thenter. They represent the varlous
phases of worship, The figures 011.’
human belngs as portrayed in th
true Mayan monner are considered
yemarkable eviuence of the sense o
artiatic proportion that ealsted in the
minds of so early aud primitive J

eople.

There will alsc be = curtaln—of
rather three curteins for there arp
two side stages beside the maln
stage—typilylng the Aztec motif.

EXTRA STAGES

The idea of having two amaller
stages heside thie main stage is o dise
tinct novelty. Thaese may occasionp
ally be wused during changes . of

Y
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scenes, for interiudes between acts
and for certain special numbers, The,
supplant the stage boxes that are oc
catlonally used for special numbers.
The celling of the Mayan Is unusup
slly decorative. Sun worship here
agaln playa a part. The central lighty
ing fixture is in a Maya sun ray de;
sign. Around it are paintngs ang
carvings blend!ng both the Maya
and Aztec. On either side wall quite
solitary and alone is the carvead feath
ered serpent in the stone, which ston

are grotesque fgures of warrlors her
snd there on the eetling, and on th
doors the Artec Knight of the Eagle,
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Notable Addition to Downtown Rialto
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With the brilllant opening of the Mayan Theatcr tomorrow night, Los Angeles will have yet annther elabora
and beautltul plgyhogsc, The tnterior detall of the Mayan hus been sketched by Staff Artist Charles Owens.
The photograph s of the exterior of the theater.




