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Manufacturer Describes N e w Fabric Known as "Mirror Mosaic" 

By GEORGE GOTTLIEB* 

T H E progress of the theat rica l industry 
within the space of a ve ry few yea rs 

brought forcefully to the minds of thea tre 
o \vo ers , o perato rs and l1:anagers th e in:­
pOl·tance of the co-operation o f th e a rchi ­
tect, des igner and artist with ,the manufac­
ture of materials planned to be used in the 

Organ drapery of gold spangle 
cloth 

th eatre to ga in a beautiful harmony in the 
('l1 s:.: !1'~ I'! e . I'h is \\"as a prime factor ill th e 
many im prO\'cITICll l S and clallora tion o f the 
auditorium , whi ch ,\'a s entirely sepa rate 
f r ( 1111 the pres en ta ti o n and per fOfmallCC 
il ~ c1:" in 1!T llin g' increased results at th e box 

~ ~ 

offi ce. The e n e r~,\, and tal ent of th e CO m--. 
I·in ed io rces con nec ted with the theatre in 
the pas t, h3 \ "C h e t T1 concentrated mai n! \, on 
th e performers indi "id ually, wi th vcry iittl e 
thought of th e se tting and co lo r harmony 
surrounding the individual or grollp of 
performers. 

Th e sea rch fo r unusua l theat r ica l se t­
tings has gone far and w ide in recent yea rs 
in comme rc iali zin g a ll forms of art. Va ri ­
ous color combinations have been wo rked 
o ut in a lmost eye ry known medium w ith 
g reat effo rt in order to in terest and amuse 
the thea tre goe r. O riginality and the seem­
ingly unapproachable des ire of many a pro­
ducer, art director and scenic artist, have 
been f ullfill ed by creative and distinctive 
theat ri cal supplies. 

U nquestionably, fabrics play an im­
po rtant part in the beauti fy ing of the thea­
t re of today, whet her it is used as an in­
terior decoration or part of the stage 
sett ing behind the footlights . 

The romance connected with the fabric ' 
manufactured by Dazian's called Mirror 
Mosa ic, is indeed very in te rest ing. Thi s 
Mi rror Mosaic is diamo nd like in brilliancy, 
and can be compared in workmanship to 
the maki ng of handmade lace, since eve ry 
piece of iiirirror is especia lly cut and put 
into place by hand. This gives out go rge­
ous pri smatic rays, espec ially under colo red 
light s. There is still to be found in the 
old wor ld, many wonderful examples of 
Mosaics, dating back to about 400 B. C. 
I n the old Moorish temples examples o f 
thi s art have been preserved tha t took hun­
dreds of years to complete, and their beauty 
and luste r at present are of great valu e to 
love rs of a rt. Strangely enough, we a re 
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making thi s work in a lmost the same man­
ner as the ancients did in order to retain 
the wea lth of beauty in combination with 
modern a r t featu res that are suitable for 
the theatre. A beautif ul Mi r ror Mosaic 
curtain has been used continually at the 
marve lously decorated Paramount theatre 
in New Yo rk since the opening. This spec­
tacula r fab ric has created quite a sensation, 
and has been adapted by many theatres 
throughout the country. Various cha rac­
teristic designs are easi ly ca rried out by the 
application of these fl exible Mir ror Mosaics. 

Every particula r fabric has an approp ri­
ate use of some kind. An imported Gold 
Sequin material has been marketed fo r ve ry 
practica l use in the organ g rill of theatres. 
Tn search of such fabric, the demand was 
for a brilliant and lu strous material to be 
sui table for o rgan hanging use. This neces­
sitated an open .wo rk constructed cloth, 
inasmuch as the acost ic possibili ties were 
of grea t importance. The result was the 
"Spangle A llover" cloth of various indi­
vidual colo rs, which is lined with a metal 
luste r gauze cloth known as Metaline. 
These two items a re used very often in a 
combi nation of contrast ing colors. The 
scintillating effect o f this "Spangle All­
over" used as the face materia l and set o ff 
by the combi nation contrasti ng color lining, 
is indeed pleasing. 

T he O rpheum Circui t of theat res par­
ticula rl y have fou nd such items to great 
advantage in In eetin g w i,t h their o rgan 
d rapery requirements. The New Orpheum 
Palace in Chicago, th e most beautiful in 
the Orpheum Circuit, shows this mate rial 
used . 

T o meet with the necessity of supplying 
a certain fabric to be used in the interio r 
of an oriental cha raote r theatre, thi s con­
cern was called upon by one of the largest 
drapery contract concerns, namely A lbert 
Pick & Co. of Chicago, to submi t such de­
sirable fabric. At once they se t to work 
on a Si lk P lush, espec iall y dyed in Batik 
colorings. Upon entering the lobby of thi s 
theat re, one will immediwtely note the 
scrupu lous matching of the co lors 111 the 
drapery hangings to the colors woven in 
the carpet of the main lobby. This material 
was trea ted in such a way as to give a 
splurge o f co lorings which is cha racteristic 
of oriental co lor schemes. It is interes ting 
to note that no two ya rd s of this fabric 
run s exact ly a li ke in color combinations. 
T h is can be seen in the new O rien ta l Thea­
tre in Detroit. 

An e ffect r esembling small j ewels studded 
in a veh'et fabric, known as sparkl ing vel­
vet, has been recognized by many producers 
as one of the most lu st rous and d iamo nd­
like curtain mater ia l. This is mainly used 
as a flash curta in. In the George W hi te's 
Scanda ls a curtain of thi s type has drawn 
the attention of the audience to such an 
ex tent .that frequent hand-clapping has oc­
cured at each time thi s particular curta in 
appea rs during the performance. In addi­
tio n to these sparkles, which a re ca rri ed out 
in a beautiful urn design there are twelve 
oval rhinestone placques made from french 
stolles and placed along the en tire w idth of 
curtain in a bo rder effec t. The Marbro, 
Ava lon, Granada, P icadi ll y in Chicago have 
th ese spa rkling cu rtains in their stage set-
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