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Newest Wichita, Kas., Playhouse Embraces Many 
Disti,nctive Features of Design and Furnishing 

The Or heum, ne t of"' ichita 1-an-
as, theatres which, in onnection with 

the large office building of which it is a 
part was erected at a co t of $800,000 
i a trikingly fine example of pani h 
architecture. Colorful and pictur que 

pani h design prevails throughout, dis
tinctive and breathing of realism, yet 
striking a happymediun1 that makes it 
neither obtrusive nor over don . It ha 
been declared among the lTIOst beautiful 
and cleverly artistic laylouses of it 
kind. 

The result is the achievemen t of 
Architect John Eberson, Chicago after 
exhaustiv~ research and the aid of fa
mous artists of Spain and Italy. The 
Or heum is leased by Central State 

mus,ement Company, and wa officially 
opened on September 4. 

The building is situated at the corner 
of First and Lawrence. ix pair of larg 
doors protected by an ornamen tal meta-l 
n arqui e, greet the ob eryer at the en-
trance. 

The ceiling of the 10 1 y i c rri d in 
ela borate Spani h faien e in vivid co10rs 
of burnt orange green, 1 Iue old rose and 

ray. It is illuminated with cIu ter of 
lectric light in polychrom calor and 

unique de ign. The all of the rOOIn i 
mottl d gray. The ra iat r. a r e con
cealed in reces es hid 11 1 .hind ru ty 
iron grill, 0 v e r 
w hi ch are s m all 
niches where are to 
be found the poster 

f attractions. There 
are polychrome 
I i h t bra ket on 
eith r side of the e 
niche with a fixtur 

f Spanish design 
upended from the 

ceilter of each niche. 

Lobby Floor in 
Designs 

The floor of the 
lobby is tile of elab
orate design in ex
ceptional co10rs. On 
t h e north side of th 
lob y are the bo 
offices wlth ca tiron 
grills in polychroll1 
colors and art gla s 
windows. On each 
side of the pilaster 
are ornament.al light 
fixtures with colored 
lights. 
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bule, the walls of \vhich are ornan1elltal 
with full length tI1irrors in ornamental 
frames, treated in orange and green. On 
the north side of the vestibu le art marble 
tairs lead to the mezzanine floor and on 

the east, three pairs of metal doors 1 ad 
to the foyer. 

The floor of the foyer is carpeted in 
old ro e which harmonize perfectly 
with th decoration of the walls and 
ceiling. On the outh wall between the 
four exit doors are rich seats upholstered 
in old rose, which conceal the radiator 
and over which are mirrors with orna
mental plaster frames. On the mezzanine 
floor are to be a ladie ' retiring room 
nursery, men's smoking room, the offic 
of the management of the theatre and a 
large niche which adds materially to th 
beauty of the room. 

WaIls Match Furniture 

The walls of the lnen's moking roon1 
are of Tiffany decoration in stippled 
I ather design to match the leather up
holstery f the furniture, the wood por
tions of which are in dusty walnut. In 
this room, as in the other rOOlns on thi 
fioor, is a heavy ornamental plast r 
ornice done in burnt orange, old ivory 

and black. Th tiled floor of the smokin 
room i old i ory and cl ep red with black 

border. Th e r on1 i nl chanically ven
tilated. 

The walls of the ladies' retiring room 
are carried in stippl d old ivory and deep 
yellow matching the furniture which i 
uphol tered in simi lar colors tripped in 
yellow and black. Opening off the room 
are marble toilets and lavatorie . 

Nursery a Feature 
In the nur ery adjoining the ladies' re

tiring room are cribs for the smaller 
hildren with toys and amusement de

vices for the older ones. When a ,child 
is left with the maid in this room, the 
mother i given a check for it and in turn 
the maid notes the number of the moth
er's eat 0 he may be called without 
unneces ary di turbance, in the event 
that her pre ence in the nur ery is nece -
ary. 
To the north of the mezzanine is the 

nich , with r c e in which are elec-
trical floor larnp . The niche is fitted up· 
\vith arti tic lounging furniture in dusty 
\yalnut upholstered in old rose black 

nd gold. The ceiling of the mezzanine 
i panel d in blue, burnt orange and yel
low. 

At either end of the n1ezzanine floor 
art marble tair lead to the rear of th 

alcony and on either side of the nieh 
rnarble tair 1 ad to the mezzanine floor 

f the 1 a1cony. The doors and tranSOlTI 
of the mezzanine 
floor are profu el 
treat d in art gla 
in d ep ed yello'w 
and old i· 0 r 1 it h 
coats of arm. Hiah 

acked old ro e up
ho1 tered chairs ur
;nounted by lightino
fixture render le 
e\ ere the four 01-

umn at the nor h 0 

the mezzan in . 
Th fo) er is ep

a rat e d from the 
lnain auditoriunl b 
a balu trade treated 
in du ty waln t. 
I lue green and old 
ro e. 

Villa Effect I 
Unique 

On each ide of 
the balcony i a 
. panish hou e \\"ith 
two pair of door . 

pparently they are 
entrance tot h e 
hon es, but in real· 
ity they are en1cr-Five pairs of doors 

to the east give en
tranc into the esti- View showing sky and Spanish housetops. Note tile roof. ene ' e.pit rorn the 
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Artistic organ screen and ushers. 

The grand foye·r, with its beautiful furnishings. 

Box Office and tile lobby floor in elaborate design. 

epternber 30, 1922 

balcony, grill d window in the 'all 
of each hou "vith amb r light reflected 
back of it almo t lead one to belie e that 
he is looking in to the house, but the pur
pose of the grill is to deliver pure, cooled 
air into each hou carrying out the 

ffect of a ,illa in Spain. 
The face of the balcony is artistically 

done in ornamental plaster, vrith shields 
in burn t oran ge, old · ivor) , bl e and 
green . 

Entering the main auditorium, one is 
ilnpres ed with the exceptional vieV\T of 
the tage from the rear of the room. Due 
to a pitch of three feet in the floor, the 

at in tbe rear are a de irable a tho e 
in the front of the room. The alne 1 
trl1 of th alcony. 

Represents Garden Wall 

The side ·wa ll of the main auditorium 
are treated to r present a garden wall of 

Id stone, through , bich arches appear 
to lead outside. These are only emer
CT ncy exit. Four elaborate grilled win
dows supply pure washed air to the room. 
The garden wall ffect is carried to \vith
in a few feet of the ceiling, when it is 
fini hed with a cornice" with vines, birds 
an d flowers , an d recesses above. 

Reflected over the garden wall, in the 
r ar of th e arched openings and back of 
the grilled windows are deep blue light, 
creating the impression that one is look
ing out into the open night. The same 

ffect i carried back of the roof of the 
panish hOll e in the balcony, and en

tirely acro the arched ceiling of the 
main auditorium through which are seen 
t1ATinkling stars giving the effect of the 
vaulted kies. Farther back in the ceiling 
of the balcony, through latticed openings, 
deeper blue lights are reflected. Through 
these latticed openings the impure air of 
the theatre is exhausted by means of two 
powerful exhaust fan situated on the 
roof of the building. 

From each point where the blue lights 
are reflected there are also X-ray reflec
tor which throw rays of red and amber 
light as well as the olue, in any volume 
required] either in single coIors or in 
blends, at the pleasure of the operator. 

On the balustrade at the base of the or
gan grill is a bo ~ containing flower and 
vines, back of 1,'\ hich i a peacock in bril
liant c010rs. 

The stage of the theatre will accom
lTIodate large t tra eling shows. T e 
proscenium arch is 38 feet high by ~2 
feet wide. 

The lighting effect obtained by the 
op eration of the Major pre-selective sy -
teln of theatre lighting supplie all nee -
ful illumination. 

The entire theatre is provided with 
pure washed air which is taken from tbe 
top of the building, treated by the me t 
moderp purifying and cooling proce ~es 
and forced through circnlation tunRels 
under the floor and through opening in 
the wall of the room. 

Sea ts Are in Red 

Tbe 1. 00 eat in the auditorium in
taIled by Alnerican Seating COmpafl), 

are large and cOll1fortabIe and are uph 1-
stered in red leather trimmed in gre~n, 

One of the triking features of the in
terior is the asbesto curtain designed by 

rchjtect Eberson especially for the tae
atre and painted by Fabric Studios, Chi
cago. This curtain which weighs 1 600 
pounds, is painted with scenes which har
rnonize admirably with the interior deco
ration of the theatre. It is a Spanish 
landscape de ign. In connection with this 
curtain is a full complement of curtain 
drops, olios of beautiful designs, rich a
terial and excellent workmanship. 

• 


