PANTAGES THEATER OPENS

New Hollywood Showhouse Declared Step Beyond
Otlhers in Modernity

BY EDWIN SCHALLERT
The galaxy of bright lights on the film capital's boulevard is richer
by another glowing marque. The Pantages Hollywood Theater is open,
and it will be a new and magnetic goal for the secker of entertainment.

The housewarming was held lastq
cvening, and gave a new darzle to
the vicinlty of Vine street-—which is
furthest east along Hollywood
Boulevard for big premieres.

Crowds thronged the streets as
only crowds can when the show is
programmed to have all the stars
present. The huge lobby of the new
theater was ablaze with lights. The
‘radlo hummed with thes introduc-
tions’ of the sparklers of cinema-
land, and their brief comments.

Feshion and display prevalled &aci

only fashion and display can pre-
vail when a new theater for pice
tures is to bz dedicated.

BEYOND OTHERS

Pantages Hollywood Theater is a
step beyond any other theater that
has been opened here in its note of
modernity.  Indeed, architecture
scems to have pro ed to new
moods since the Jast playhouse
made Jt8 debut, which was several
vears ngo. .

Therc {8 an Inviting bigness to
the new theater that is reflected in
the spacious foyer, with its &tair-
ways on either side, its glamour of
gold. its groupings of statuary and
{*- permeating and soft light.

Within the auditorlum iteclf an
equal splendor prevalls, subducd w0
the presentations of the stage and
?ci-een. but nevertheless abundanily
elt.

Unquestionably the theater open-
ing took precedence over everything
else last evening. The recent ab-
sencs of such premieres caused it to
be an cvent and the maximum of
resplendence therefore attended.

Even what 1k place in the
scheduled diversions on stage and
screen seemed of secondary import,
and well could, for the actual show
was late in starting, as shows in-
variably are, anyway, on the first
evenings.

There was human interest sur-
rounding the premiere elsewhere
than (n its programmed attractions.
Not the least evidence of thls was a
natural and - unaffected speech of
thanks by young Lloyd Pantages
from the stage, and the applause
that grected him when he was in-
troduced by Eddle Cantor, master of
ceremonies, .

‘Throughout the evening, too, he
stood at the deor of the theater as
the official host of the occasion, wel-
coming friends with a becoming
dignity. He thanked the audlence
when he spoke t> them in behall
ot"hla brother Rodnty and him-
self.

CARRYING FORWARD IDEALS

In the program it was stated: "It
s the pride and responsibility of
Rodney and Lloyd Pantages to car-
rv forward the ideals of this the~
ater, and this will be done success-
fully with the sturdy support of that
extra measure of abllity that aprings
from loving faith and confidence,
gnd the Inspiring influence of the
man who made this shrine of
amusement possible, thelr father
: . Alexander Pantages.”

The. first presentation, it may be
sald appralsingly, tends to the con-
clusion that the Pantages Hollywood
Theater is going to cater most
broadly to & popular public. It is
a well-rounded presentation, In that
it.is splendidly embellished as re-
gards its stage divertisement, and
tnoldental numbers. :

pdreases with leg-o-mutton slecves,

The featuto. piciure 18 “The Flor-
adora Girl,” with Marlon Davies as
the star, humorously and senti-
mentally portraying- the gay nine-
ties. Lawrence Gray, Walter Cat-
let, Sam Hardy, Vivian Osakiand
and Ilkn COhase are in the sup.
porting cast, and the film was di-
rected by Harry Beaumont. .

! “Additional films include notably
the Walt Disney- cattoon comedy,
“Cactus Kid” 'with the irresistible
Mickey Mouse.

ROSE. GARDEN IDEA

_ The Panchon and Marco revue,
“Rose Garden.Idea,” 1S more elab-
orately.-staged than any of thelr
famillar divertisements and is a
triumph. of costuming. The danc-
ing and the trapeze finish are én-
tieingly proffered, and some excep-
tionally - clever specially numbers
arc - introduced. - ‘This Is distinetly
an -ooular- treat’ and the “Rose™
theme {5 carrled. along ‘consistently
{: the songs.

“The audlence also responded to
the work of “Slim" Martin and his
jazz- band, but after all, what can
equal a Walt Disney cartoon, and
thils western rhapsody is a whirl-
wind of mirth. . :

“The Florodora Girl” has as its
high lights a color sequence showing
the famoup old scxtette, glimpses of
long-skirted bathing suits, the old
“Merry Oldsmoblle,* and many
other mirth-provoking conventions
and inventions of the good old days.

These incidents will doubtless
contribute to the pleture’s interest
more than & story which runs true
to the Cinderella type. . Catlett, Mr,
Gray, Mr., Hardv and Mias Chase
contribute effective performances,
and Gray is heard in song. The
production is notable chiefly in re-
calling & musical hit of the olden
golden stage days and the atmos-
phere surrqunding the plot.

PANTAGES IN JAIL
LISTENS TO PROGRAM

Although efforts of {riends to
have Alexander Pantages tempo-
rarily released from the County Jall
to attend the opening of the new
Pantages Hollywood Theatee failed
{0 materialive, Pantages last night
enjoyed the program, nevertheless.
From his hospital cot in the County
Jall Pantages listencd to a com-
plete radio broadcast of his theater's

opening.

All the muslc, songs and the an-
plauge of the sudience were heard
by Pantages and 2 number of other
prisoners in the jJail's hospital. The
entertainment was brought_to them
through a radio system controiled
from the ofice of Dr. Benjamin
Blank, jail physician. -

Earller in the day frlends of Pan-
tages interviewed Robert P. Stewart.
chief deputy District Attorney. and
asked him to -state his attitude to-
ward the motion. Stewart declined
to have angthing to do with the
matter stating that his office has
no jurisdiction in such motions for
court ordérs and ad them t0
present thelr arguments 0 the
court direct.

Following a brief interview with
Panm%e‘s in County Jail hospital,
Earle M. Danlels, the theater man's
attorney, sald no yequest for his cli-
ent’s . temporary release from. jail
was madp by him:. Pantages was not
well, he sald, ahg informed him
that he- had spent an uncomfort-
able night and could not leave the

hospital because of his condition.



