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OBSERV ATIONS IN COMMU NITY PHILOSOPHY B y J . W . MORI N 
, FOUR PH OTOGRAPH S BY AI. BE RT HILLE R. P ASAD ENA 

T HE writer has been invited to set down from t ime to t ime in these 
column s comments having a bearing upon the new Pasad ena 

Communi ty Playhouse, a nd what it mea ns and can do. There see ms, 
therefore , to be a necessity of beginning at t he beg inning of thin gs , 
even at the ri sk of s tating self ev ident t ru th s, and at the sa me tim e 
a certain a moun t of li be rty will be indulged in, to wander somewh a t 
afield from the stri ct subject of the Playhouse itself, in a n effo rt t o 
define the spiri t behind t he Playhouse, because the Playhouse is but 
a manifestation of th e spir it . 

rn cnts and defi c iencies as are e ntitl ed on th eir rn eri ts , to our res pect. 
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Unti l we can find a formula fo r thi s prog ram, we do not begin to 
bu ild f or perm an ency an y st ructu re in soc iety dcpending on an or-
gan ization greate r than th e fa mily . . 

1 n ea 1'1 ic t' ti mes we used to read tha t there wa s a pa t J'Ja rch j such he 
\Va s becau se he wa s olde r, pe rhaps , and wi ser, but particularly beca use 
he was stronge r t han th e rest, and he was t he fath er of t he tribe . 
WIth littl e change, except in detai ls , thi s ty pe ha s pers isted to qu ite 
rcce nt t cntur ies , wh en fina ll y in the moth er country , whence came our 
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Wh erever two or morc persons arc in contact , there are co mrl1uni ty 
problems a nd a commu nity philosop hy must deve lop. The s implest 
form of assoc iati on is the fa mi1r, and from r CI'l'lot e ti me thi s associ?­
tion grou ping, dependin g on in stinct and blood relationshi p in th e 
individua l, has been the irreduc ible un it whi ch in the primary fo r m 
of soc iety has sup plied the indv idual wit h h is sup po rt, protection, edu ­
cation and am usement. In gen e ral, howeve r elaborate various s ~ls tems 
may become in various periods , t he g reates t problem has been to build 
an order ly s tructure in society beyond the ci rcle of th e me re family 
or tribe. The re ha s a lways been a diffi cult h iatus to bridge- an a b­
sence of sus taining foundation on whi ch to res t- th ere has a l wa~' s 
been a lack of pe rm an ent and sati s fa cto ry s tabi lity somewh ere in t he 
structure of society, and t here has a lways been a nebulous twi light 
zone somewhere, which th e ligh t see ms neve r to qu ite penetrate , and it 
has a lways bee n just beyo nd t he home gate. 

id ea ls, an especially powerful conqu eror foug ht a lu cky battl e and 
hi s fa mi ly has rul ed for nearly nine ce nturi es . A dyna sty wa s 
founded. T he assumption of a f ew co nveni ent ficti ons has g iven this 
system a very orde rl y stru cture, and the E:n~"di s h nation has eme rged , 
to wh ich we are il1finitc l~f ind ebted for our lan g uag·c , ouI' law and our 
, oe ial ideal s. 

Fo l' rn ost of thi s t im e a vc ry con s is tent progress has bee n r!lade in 
th e direct ion of indi v idua l self expression acc ording- to democratic 
id ea s , in whic h environment, it has bee n s tated , th e indi v idual has 
equal opport unity, and kno ws t hat he has it; but to wha t end? Along 
with these pri v il eges tha t have bee n affo rd ed us at g'l'ca t pr ice , have 
co me in crease in our opportuniti es. ( 0 1' ga in in wea lth, educati on and 
comfort, and we rl'lu st confess tha t many o f us arc liv ing- with one 
ma in idea- to so live , not that our neig hbo rs ma ~r call us "blessed", 
but tha t we ma~r aCC Ul"nUhl te enoug h wealth so th at we will need not 
ex e rt oUl's{' lves be~r o nd middle age, and not on l~r th at, but to succeed 
so well that ne ithe r our children nor our children's l' hildren need ever 
e ngage in co mpetiti ve e fforts ( 0 1' a li velih ood, but l11a~' be free to ex­
tend their g races through long ~'ears of polite re laxa ti on. 

In general, t he harmony, effi ciency and cohesion of t he famil y ha .' 
been characte ri sti c , becau se it rested on a mere natural in stin ct ive 
f eeling in the individua l toward s hi s parents , hi s mate , and h is off­
spring. Unti l, however, we have devel oped rehlti onships and in ~t itu­
tions out of human con ta cts which are stabl e and are beyond the rn ere 
in st inct ive impu lses , we do not make ev en a beginning in c iv ili zati on, 
which has well bee n defined as t he Art of Living T ogeth er; not living 
together with on e's chi ld ren, s iste rs , au nts and cous in s , but livin g in 
a little crowded world and yet in peace, in an attitude of mutual 
respect and co-operation with such person s of various races , atta in-

The re is a good deal of hoping that we rn ay each, in our own littl e 
pe rsonal rea lm, es tabli sh a fa mil y dyna s ty . Self cH.: cumu lateo wea lth 
is but an express ion o f O UI' personali ty. and a medium of the expres­
s ion of Olll' power, in the fonn in wh ich power Illa y be uscd by us. 

The qu c!'t ion, th cre fore , is- can th e tradit iona l l irnitati o l1 ~ o f per­
sona l in s tin ct ive ambit ion y ie ld to the Cornmu nit y inte res t '! 

A. DWIGHT GIBBS. ARCHITECT. 

THE BUILDERS 
ByM . U . S . . 

T H E Community Playhouse of Pasadena 
is an accorl1pii shed fa ct ! 

We see now a fini shed build ing ad apted t o 
a specifi c need. Wha t that need is can be 
bes t expressed in th e use whI ch th ose who 
have built it demonstrate. 

So we are asking of its f ounders and 
bui ld'ers t hat directi on a nd lead e rship whi ch 
t hey on ly can g ive ; and we shall record 
t heir ideals in th ese pages monthly that we 
may ev idence our a bility t o unite and to 
follow. 

Certa in of us who ente red and took our 
appointed seats in t~c n e~ audit~ l'ium i~ 
May, 1925, the opelllng nIght,. wli l nevel 
forget the spiritual th ing wh Ich, a s the 
bui lding g rew in grace and beauty, had 
found within its s pac ious mte n ol' an habI­
tation a nd a perma nent abode. And as we 
gazed upon the multi plying beauti es of its 
cha li ce, it seemed to us an actual presence , 
t he spirit of the plac . 

It is an intangible whi oh has resulted 
from the concent ra ted t houg ht and patient 
labor of so man y ta lented and trained citi­
zens of Pasad ena . The play is not the 
wh ole t hing; good as th e pla y undoubtedly IS. 

In the beautiful studi o of Mr. and Mrs. 
Alsun Clark thi s community spirit, wh ich 
now dwell s in OUI' new Center of Arts and 
the Drama has s lowly been molding a ma-

(Continued on Page 20) FRANK H. SELLERS. CHAIRMAN. 
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CLO T HES IN THE FIELD OF SPORT---RIDING 'By P. M. F. 

'- - I 

ARLIN GTON H OTEL. SANTA BARBARA. WHERE MANY or 
VALLEY AND DOWN THE COAST" TRAVELLERS 

T H E "UP THE 

TOP. 
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I N the field of sports , clothes play an important pa r t fol' women. 
For t hose who are mos t skillful dema nd the most comforta ble 

and efficient ga rb; and thi s in turn , if prope rly made, i usually . the 
smartest, for it will invariably be si mple in line, whet her go lf kirts , 
rid ing coat, 01' bath ing suits . Ju s~ as one. f eels sure t hat t he g ll'l 
wearing a bathing hat with a bri m, IS no SWimme r, equally convl11<:ed 
is on t hat a woman in baggy breeches, a belted coa t, or boots with 
high heels , ca n not rid e. In g iving advice about riding .clothes , 1 am 
tempted to make a li st of "never s," a nd I sha ll head It Wi t h never 
foll ow th e information given in the ord inary advertisements. HC hic" 
and "all the rage" never app ly to ridin g cloth s. There are n 
udden changes in fa shion, 01' new fads, but pla in and sens ible conven­

t ions adhered to very stri ctly , by those who rid e the best, because 
t hese' conventions are based on comfort and upon those lines whi ch 
please the eye. 

Adverti sements are very often written by peop le who neve r ride. 
They gave pictures of pretty mod els pos ing . Sometimes the models 
have never seen a horse except f rom the g round. Naturally such 
picturs are very un ati sfactor y for practical purposes. 

And now to bu iness. Nevel' wea r red 01' g reen coat. A woman 
does not wea r a r ed coat, unless she be M. F. H ., and there are not 
mOre t ha n t wo 01' three in t he United States who hold t hat honor . 
Never weal' s leeve less coat. " It just i nit being done," the obvious 
reason being that white s hi rt s leeves break up the s imple lines of th e 
body and di stract t he eye. 

Nevel' wea l' boots w ith pointed toes or hi gh hee ls. ever wea l' fl at 
01' odd-shaped de rbies, and above everything e l e, never wea r ports 
hats no matter how si mple. A man 's oft felt is comfortabl e and 
al w';ys looks well for in for mal riding. And now come a ve ry impor­
tant never' it r ef er s to white breeches . Again, as in t he case of red 
coats, ther~ is but one occasion when it is co rrect f o r a woman to 
wea r white breeches. If she i showing in a hunt team with two 
me n and riding a s tride, she mus t dress as they do, and r egulati on 
dema nd the breeches be white. I t might be well to speak he l'e of the 
si lk ha t , f or as a resul t of t he hunt tea m s ituation , which has arisen 
in t he la st fe w years s ince women have bee n ridin g astride, it has 
grad uall y become co rrect f or them to wea l' top hats on thi s occas ion. 
I wT ite t hat word "con ect" wi th hesita t ion , for there is still an old 
guard tha t look with horror upon a woman in a high hat a b·ide. It 
must be admitted that it looks not quite rig ht. F or t unately howeve r, 
occasions requi ring i t are rare. 

Breeches s hould be cut in one way only. The bu ttons must come 
on the ins ide of t he shin bone. Th is is very importa nt, f OI' t he material 
is then 0 cut that the bias of t he goods while fi tti ng th e kn ee snugly, 
still will give wh en it is bent. On ready-mad e breeches. u ually the 
buttons are on t he out ide f or some r ea on not to be under stood. So 
placed they rub off easil y, and more often rub into th wea rer ; and 
th e breeches, if fitted tightly enoug h not to wrinkl e, ha ve no give and 

Speci fications: 
Wh ippy pattern 
F ine pigskin seat 
S quare c antl e 
St r aight h ead 
L ea ther l in e d 
F e lt panel 
Stitched e d ges 
Folde d lea ther gir th 
B eveled edge and num­
b ered stirrup leathers 
Never rus t s tirrup s 

• 

Looks like ....... $100.00 
Wears like ...... 100.00 
Guaranteed like .. 100.00 

Cost $40.00 . 

ENGLISH RIDING 
or POLO SADDLE 
In lots of 2 .. .. .............. $ 7.50 
In lots of 3 ... ...... ......... 35 .00 

WRITE FOR CATA LOG 
Liberal d iscou nt to Ri d ing Aca de mies 

and Sadd lery Slores 

The "Lilllejoe" Wiesenfeld Co. 
Baltimore, M d. 

are uncomfortable. Thi s illustrates the fact that comfort is the 
f oundati on of what may see m to be petty conventions, although 
perhaps this maxim applies only to riding clothes. 

Coats should be s imple and cut in at th e wai st only s lightly, and 
neve l' belted . I have sa id there are no fads in riding clothes, but for 
t he pa t five years there ha been one whi ch is now almost a conven­
tion . Breeche and coats are not matched, in material or colo r, 
although t hey are supposed to blend; a dark brown coat goes with tan 
breeches, 01' a dark-grey coa t with light-grey breeche . 

Boot should be hig h and the line at the back of th e leg straight. ! 
It is almost impossibl e to find a ready-made boot that is well-cut and 
hi gh enough in the leg. Several London bootmaker s end every year, . 
repre entatives t o this coast, to take o l'der and measuI'ements ; if not 
convenient to get in touch with th em, it is best to be fitted to an 
ordinary boot at a local shop, and then order one like it from t he 
factory , insisting on a high er leg, which generally adds only $5 to 
the cost, and mu ch t o t he good appearance of the boots. They should 
co me high eno ug h to leave roo m for the width of a pencil betwee n the 
top and the bend of t he knee at the back when the knee is bent only 
sli g htly a in th e addle. 

One last neve r. Never go to your family tai lor f or a coat and 
breeches, but patroniz a good and r eputable habit maker . My own 
expe ri nce i a sad tale. Several years ago, I intended to cru h my 
friends by a l)pearing in a mag nificent f ormal coa t. I went to a large 
city , whe re t here was a very exp n ive ladies' tailor, who e nam e 
one mentioned wi t h awe. H e mad e me the coat. It was dreadful. 
If T had worn it, standing perfectly still in a I'oo m, I should have 
been the cente r of an admiring ci rcle, but unfortunately I had t o rid ~ 
in it . Wh en 1 moun ted , t he coat beca me a mass of bunche . That 
ta il ol' did not have a saddle in hi esta bli shment and therefo re could 
not fi t a coat for r idin g. One pays a hig h price pe rhap at a habit­
maker 's, but gets co mfort a nd appearance for t he money expended . 
If one is willing to wa it, it is possible t o order from English firm at 
lowe r prices, but the re is a lso the danger of neces sary alterations. 

Men's 01' boy ' hirts are far nicer than women's because th ey are 
longer and do not pull out; likewi se men's ocks are preferable to long 
ho e, whi ch a l'e likely to bunch at the kn ee. Riding crops with bone 
handles and leathe r loops at the ends are prope r only for hunting. 
The bone hand le is intended f OI' opening gates. F or park 01' country 
ridin g, a stick or stout whip is best. 

Photo by Val 

THE 

CHRISTINE SQUIRES 

I\, 'TERIOR DECORATIONS 

MATERIALS 

Exclusive Furniture 

D esig ning 

32 17 WEST SIXTH STREET 

WASHINGTON 3433 

BUILDERS 
(Contin'ued " 'om Page IS) 

teria l form which would express itself in actual archi tectural presence. 
H ere t he fri end s of the building gathered, trying out designs and new 
improvements and molding in plasticene every curve of the sa ti sfy­
ing in ter ior, every reli ef of the walls , now so brilliantly colored and 
ligh ted. 

Just a s ancient Greece gave he r arti sts freedom to study the endi es, 
the proportions the detail s and deco rations of her classic order until 
they have come' down to II in ."' refin em.ent of bea uty and u s~fulness 
t oday ; so thi s age and generation has g Iven tIme and money lI1to the 
hand of its arti sts to tudy out perfectIOn of detaIl and beauty of 
line and color that every artifice kn own to mode rn sc i en ~e may be. at 
the co mm a nd of the artists developed he re to express 1I1 perfectIon 
the beauty of the human relationships and individual 01' soc ial idea ls. 

In the congenial atmos phere of MI'. Clark's notabl e studio set so 
lovingly in a ga rden on the edge of our arroyo, t he re has for many 
months been growing up th is subtle thing which the people of Pasa­
dena r ecogn ized on t he ope ning night. The applause whIch greeted 
the curtain meant more than any ca sual ob erver mIght k'10w. When 
befor ha a painter li st ened to applause for hi s great canvass as it 
unroll ed before an appreciative and sympathetI C audIence ? It IS 
eldom that such an expe ri ence comes to livin g men. . . 

F or it i the gift of their love fOI' the work that has .mad.e thIS little 
theater something more t han o rdll1al'y - t he determmatlOn to have 
eve rything done well. 

When the work beca me too cumbe r orne for a painter's private 
studi o, Mr. A. Dwight Gibbs , who was appointed to execute the plans, 
opened an offi ce down town, wh ere he will continue to practice the 
profession in whi ch he has proved himself so emll1ently effi CIent. 

Bef ore he left f or a much neecled time of rest in Glouceste r, Mr .. F. 
H. Sellers gave to us a complete li st of contractors and workers whl.ch 
appeared in the sou ven ir pro!( rams, and . r equested that the cIty gI ve 
cr edit to all who have contrIbuted 1I1 tIme and thought a s well a s 
in fund s. 

The beauty of the combined work appeal to all who understand, 

• 
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A VIEW OF THE PA S AlJE NA COMM UN ITY PLAYIIO USE. WI NTE R CONSTR UCTIO N CO MPANY GENERAL CONTR ACT ORS. 2 ·101 W i':ST S EVEN TH S TREET. 
LOS ANGELES. TWO OF THE MANY H ANDSOME WRO UGHT IRON L ANTERN S DESI GNEn ESPEC IALI.Y FOH THI S TI-IEATHI:: BY HOB EHTS MAN U FAC­
TURING COMPANY , 827 SOU T H HILL STRElo:T, LOS ANGELES. THE ANC IANO STONE COM PANY I;' U RNI SHED T i-IE BEA u T IF U L FI.AG STONES OF THE PATIO. 

but we put on reco rd here some of th e rnain co ntributions a s ex ­
amples of the th oroughn ess with which th e work was done. For thi s 
is an advertisement for t hem. 

The Winte)' Constructio n Company is th e general co ntractor. Ex­
perienced in the building of theaters , and sound experts in carrying 
out architect s' plans and specifications , th is compan y pl'Oved itself a 
towel' of strength t o th e Guild in its executi on of eve ry construction 
detail. It is one thing to plan carefully, it is quite another thing to 
find efficient help in t he executi on of th ose plans. The Winte r Con­
struction Company ha s done the act,!al job of building the playhouso 
for the people and the gratitude of the peo ple of Pasadena will not 
diminish but will grow g reate r a s th e thoroughn ess with whi ch they 
have don e the ir work is rnore and more ev idenced. 

This handsome building is a monument to the effi ciency of thi s 
Construction Company. MI'. Frank Selle rs , wh o as chairman of th e 
building committee of th e Guild sacrificed pe rso nal plans to t he de­
mands of the Playhouse in hi s constant attenti on to its bus iness, tel ls 
of their conscientious helpfulness, and gives a glimpse of the nume r · 
ous trials made to find lighting fixtures that would con form to th e 
massive yet pleasing and livable architectural scheme. 

The Roberts Compan y, discard ing all its standard produ cts for t he 
occasion, sent out from Los Angeles MI'. H . C. Fros t, designe r, and 
set him to work on the spot. The r esult is a mos t happy outcome of 
true artistic application to first principles. The heavy wrought iron 
lamps at the entrance show the skill with which the thing was done. 
Their appropriateness as well a s their hi stori cal and arti stic inte rest 
makes them a striking addition to the patio where the people of Pasa­
dena and their fri ends and guests will congregate daily and reve l in 
their new possession-an actual community meeting place for all. 

The Roberts Manufacturing Company put in all the lantel'l1 s and 
brackets designed by MI'. Frost to harmon ize with the unique archi­
tecture of the building. It was a very happy idea of th e fi" s t planne rs 
of the theater to have thi s outdoor foyer to a California theater and 
very happily was it des igned by Elmer Grey, the a,·chitect. 

On either. side of this patio, which opens toward the east, are shops 
where the artists and craftsmen of the town will display their prod­
ucts and those who cannot find rOom there are crowding thi s eastern 
section of Colorado Street a nd EI Molino for store rooms. It is to be 
hoped that builders on nearby lots will keep to a two-s tory heigh t and 
leave the distinctive towel' of Mr. Clark's and Mr. Gibb's decorat ive 
skyline to dominate. Pasdena can have this her own original shop­
ping district in the Pasadena style instead of attempting to fake 

a Spani s h town, whi ch she neve r wa s and neve r can be. Our beau­
tif ul miss ion is down at San Gab ri e l; we ha ve nothing in Pasad ena 
of th e S panish occupation to rev ive a s ha s Santa Barbara- to her 
eve rla sting' g lo ry and renown. 

Ju s t a s OUI' c iti zens arc from eve ry pa:'t of th e Un ited S tates , so 
the mate rial s arc from far and neal'. The usc of flag stones we 
brought witl} us. as our forebea rs had used th crn in New England; 
but fl agging cann ot co nscie nti ous ly be brought so faJ', and we mu st 
look ,to OUI' mountains nea rby to furni sh th em 01' make th em our­
selves . 

It is fortunate that th e An cia no Compan y had alrcady begun to 
bring in th ei.· beautiful (jagstones, whi ch are now laid on the floor 
of t hi s patio. Colorful and easy t o the tread, th ey give great inte rest 
to the court so that even the ground we walk on is he re a t hing of 
beauty. Inte rest and varying s izes give re li e f from the ste reotyped 
square co ncrete of OUI' too unive rsal s id ewalk s . 

Set around th e court and on the wide uppc r balastrade 0 1' planted 
in th e open spaces le ft in the flagg ing are inte resting plants native 
to thi s 0 1' oth er semi-tro pical and semi-arid c lim ate. These are from 
t he extens ive nurse ry of Edwin Ru st, with offi ces and lath houses 
on Bank s treet, South Pasadena. MI'. Ru s t made hi s contribution to 
the Community Playhouse by selec ting plants and shrubs appropriate 
to the arc hitecture and in line with th e ideal s of the Building Com­
mittee. Wh o knows what interest these fa sc inating dese rt growths 
may inaugurate in carrying out th e idea s of Professo r Houghton, 
who in speaking to the Garden Club at th e home of Mrs. Albert 
Sherman Hoyt last month deplored th e fact that California has no 
Kew Gardens and ugge.ted th e establi shm ent of a public place 
whcre all th e inte resting plants of Sout hel'l1 Ca lifol'l1i a will be avali­
able f or study by the Community and its winte r and summer guests. 

Sta nding one day with MI'. Selle rs and MI'. Gibbs aCl'OS5 the street 
from t he rapidly ri s ing building, we noted with inte rest th e way they 
worked to accompli sh thi s satisfying resul t whi ch makes everyone 
ca ll the playhouse " lovely," an appropriate word, notwith tanding its 
frequent m. sUSe. Eve.·y harp edge of the concrete wall s was curved 
0 1' rounded a th ough Father Time him elf had work ed on it for 
centuries. So whil e it is new, it ha th e soft contours of ancient walls. 

Ins ide one meets again the lov ing care whi ch attend ed every detail 
of the building. Ablaze with co lor and gold leaf, th e decorations of 
the false boxes and the garlanded pro ce nium arch and handsome 
drop curtain combine to make the inte rior something for the Com­
munity Players to live up to whenever the curtain ri ses on a new play. 
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It is, perhaps, the ceiling which i t he 
crowning work of t he Interior Deco rator, 
Einar Pete rso n. Blue as the heavens on a 
still, starry night, it adds height to the dome­
shaped auditorium and yet is neal' enough to 
enable us to enjoy its delightful pattern and 
charm of co lor scheme. Surely the Spirit of 
th Community theatre has a beautiful home, 
s ince ~lr. Peterson and his painters have 
touched it with their magic wands. 

Einar Peterson studied art in Paris, tra v­
eled and worked in variou s Europea n coun­
tri es, and came to Am erica to a pos ition in 

hicago. Sent to the Pacifi c Coast to execute 
some mura l paintings about four yea rs ago, 
he remained to build a studio at 4350 Beve rl y 
Blvd., Los Angeles, from which point of van­
tage he ha decorated many beautiful inter­
iors with t he skill of a true arti st , and a cI'e­
ative geni us which is hi s own . For the Fri­
day Morn ing and Univers ity Club, MI'. 
P eterson received the honor award of the 
A. I. A., showing the satisfaction of t he archi ­
tect with whom he has collaborated. 

We shall expect t o see some of hi s work 
reproduced in color before long- but it i 
fu tile to try to show in black and white the 
work of t wenty . killed decorators , led by Mr . 
Peterson's directi on. 

GAL IF ORN I II SO T H L A D 

• 
them and to the Community Playhouse ot 
Pasadena the Safety Electric Products Com­
pany of 1330 E. 16th St., Los Angeles, 
who have in tailed here in Pasadena a 
switch board that is more full of won­
der than Aladdin's lamp of Arabian Knights 
Tales. It has the largest number of stage 
circuits of any theater s\vitchboard west of 
Chi cago, and combi nes in one unit the best 
features of all the more important ins talla­
tions now in existence. It gives more com· 
binations and has greater tlexibility of con­
trol than any other board in the western half 
of the U nited States and puts our little the­
ater in a cia by itself at the head of the 
li st in lighting. 

Because th e Building Committee are them-
selve up to date and keen to get the best in 
tage equipment, they have given the Safety 

Electric Product s Company opportunity to 
do thei I' very be t work, and to put in every 
new appliance their engineers have worked 
out. Thus th e dream of the technician has 
been r ealized; house lighting has been used 
as a direct aid to stage lighting. There is 
no seeming artificiality about our stage. We 
dwell in 0 complete a harmony with the 
actor to whom we are li stening, that we 
almost forget that they are acting, and feel 
with them as though they were our friends. 
This i in no small part due t o the natural­
ness of the lighting controll ed by a switch-

Beneath t he colo r and gold leaf is the staff 
or plaste r-workers' urface to be adorned. 
Th is is the work of the Watkins Compan y, 
43rd and Pacific Avenue, Los Angeles. STAFF ORNAMENTS. WAT KI NS PLASTER CO. board that is like a musical instrument to 

. be played upon by artists answering qUickly, 
The des igns by the arch itect, Dwight Gibbs, 

for t he interior, worked out in the tudio of Al son Clai'k, were molded 
by the arti sts of this co mpany in clay, and then cast in sta ff . That 
this work, w"ith whi ch we have all have grown more or less familiar, 
through watching the building of our World's F a il' bu ilding, should be 
d ne for the moldings and other deco rations of the walls is not sur­
prising. But we we re sur prised wh en, enteri ng t he building for an­
othe r peep at the interi or by daylight, we were told by Mr. Clinton C. 
Cla rke, indefatigable worker on the Governing Board, that the tlat fix­
tures surrounding the ceil ing lights in t he foyer are also of plaster or 
sta ff, and were designed and executed by the Watkins Company. 
Theil' dainty design and lightness never betl'ay thei r origin in co n­
crete, but g ive great pleasure 3S added beauty pots in this beauti­
ful house. So, too, the grilles and the other arti stic touches executed 
by t hi s company tell to the world of theatre g oe rs that there are 
artist in our midst. . 

In no profess ion practiced has modem progress made great I' gain 
than in that of the electrical engineer. Fascinating in its study , it 
repays it devotees in manifold wa ys . The m dem lighting of a 
mode rn theater is therefore a profession in itself and its ways are 
intricate and hard to co mprehend. Standing before "the very latest 
thing in switchboards" we li stened to MI'. Sell e rs expatiate upon its 
elabo rate control and use fulness, and we I' glad it was the re. But 
we are also glad that the experts a re there to u e it, and t ha t w~ 
are permi tted to s it in the comfor table t heatre seats and enj oy th . 
lighting effects . It has g radually dawned upon us as we have t udied 
the subject, t hat much of the genia l effect of t he lighted interior 
comes from the va rious contrivance of thi s remarkable y tern used 
in t he auditorium. The general electric contract was placed in the 
hands of W. E. Langstaff, 1256 No rt h Fa il' Oaks a ven ue, Pasadena . 
Elabo rate indeed in the wiring don e in t hi s up-to-da te ente rpri se, 
and carefully has it been ca rried out. 0 sca t in the auditoriu m is 
spoiled by direct light, and yet th ere is no loss of light by t he pos i­
tion of the lamps. As a citizen of Pasadena , MI'. Langstaff ha put 
hi s best work into t he Community Playhouse, and it will continually 
remind th e people of hi s t horough knowledge of all that is now poss i­
ble in modern electri c lighting and its control. 

The deter minatio n on th e pa rt of the Bui lding Commi ttee to have 
the most co mplete s tage lighting equipment obtainable brought t o 

PASADENA COMMUNITY SAFETY CONTIWLITE STACE SWITCHBOARD, 
SAFETY ELECTRIC PRonUCTS COMPANY. 1330 EAST SIXTEENTH ST REET. 
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and s ilently, to t heir every demand. It can 
be controll~d from many points on the s tage, 0 1' from the stage man­
ager 's statIOn to every necessary signal receiving point. 

Elliot Lee Ellingwood, "the best heating and ventilating engineer 
on t he Pacific Coa t ," the architects call him, worked out the pressure 
system of warm, wa shed air and cooled, washed air which comes in 
on demand at the top of the house and is pull ed out neal' the tloors 
through register . The E . O. Nay Company of Pasadena. executed 
thiS most finished sy t em of heating and ventilati ng and also d id 
the plumbing in the house. 

Proudl y we were shown t his fi ne, scientific sys tem by the Building 
Committee, a s we picked our way through the ba ement before th a 
deb ri s was removed. We can therefore a ssure the attendants at the 
plays that th ~ air is absolutely clean and fresh in the building, no 
matter ~vhat ImaglllatlOn ,:"ay pe rsuade t hem to think. It is moving 
all', It IS warm alt' IJ1 wmtel' and cooled air in Ulnmer but it is 
always and continually fresh air, no matter what the th~rmometel'. 
We can thank the E. O. Nay Compan y for doing this elaborate job 
o substantially and so well, and a s we enj oy future plays, we shall 

always remember that basement with its great pipes and ail' tubes 
its air washer and heate r, its intricate system of "works" that onl~ 
an expert like E .. O. ay ca n put into a building so that it will sat­
Isf y ev~n the audience at the Community plays . 
. Promlll ent among tho e who have brought the Community Playhouse 
Idea to Its present state of pros perity is MI'. E. J. Chee ewright from 
who e studiOS and c rafts hops have co me many of the setting ' oi pa t 
plays III the old playh ou s~ and to wh om may be given all praise f or 
t he ubtle beauty f t he ~l ew green room, that hea l·t of t he Community 
Playhouse. H er e througn two httle doors und er the stage the audienc~ 
may have the pleasure of meeling t he actor on our new and elaborate­
ly. fitted modern stage, and here th6. C0mmunity Playe rs may enjoy 
midnig ht supp~rs and va l'lOU actlvJbes hitherto unkn own Oldy to 
the profpssion but soon to be reco rded in these pages as they occur 
In future years. 

It is a j oyous room. Red laq ue r d doors , green and gold wall s, beau­
tifully harmo nized ceiling a nd deco ra ted beams unite to form a hand­
some, low cei ling r eception room reminding one of some old French 
drawi ng I'oom wher stately sal on was held. 

More brilliant than a French room often is , but less crude than a 
de criptioT! of its coiNS might suggest, thi s room, it is saf e to say, 
is original, pure Cali fornian as developed in the southern counties, 
if you must have a name f or th e style. The furniture i especially 

alifornian for every piece was mad e in Pa adena, in the high-grade 
shops of the Cheesewright Studios. F ew even of those who live here 
know how fine a furniture hop i establi shed the re and many wonder 
wh el'e thi s lead ing decorator finds hi furniture. 

When Mr. Einar Peterson reached thi s room in hi s decoration of 
the theater he, too . began t play with hi s art and no spot is more 
lovely than the ceili ng of t he actors' meeting place in the green room 
of the Pasadena Community Play house on South EI Molino Avenue, 
where all the art lover of the town and state will co ng regate. 

F or the a l·t of t hi s gem of a playhou e is no imitator. It is 
fal se to call such a llrodu ct of all t he th ought a nd ex peri ence, thp 
talent and train ing of loca l arti ts an imitation of the work of Spall­
i h, Mex ica n. Italian or French al·ti sts . In the freedom of Western 
Ameica Art i in ,olution as the chemist would say . As it crystalizes 
around a Community pla yhouse, a . its painters and sculptors , it 
tile worke rs and plastere rs , become intere ted t o the extent of giving 
their very best somethi ng n w i!i. evolved. Travellers bring their 
offerings and suggestions. exnerienced decorators who, like MI'. 
Chee ewright, have reoeived t heir tra ining in Kensington Gallerie. 
where the art of the old world at its best is concentrated for study, 
bring idea and th eir dreams. From thi s treasure trove, things ap­
Pl'Ollriate to OUI' climate , the spirit of our community and its mode 
of life pring into being and a new art is the result. Many hands 
working happily together have molded the playhouse into beauty. 
"It is lovely," sa id th e Pre ident of The Community Arts A sociation 
of Santa Barbara, telephoning over long di stance hi s congratulation. 
to CALIFORNIA SOUTHLAND. Yes, and it is lovable; for love of the 
work has been put into every line and curve and it is Pasadena's own 
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