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PASADE NA COMMUNITY PLAYHO US E IN ACTION 

SET AND CAST FO R "THE GREEN GOD DESS." POSE D BY G 0 .ILM R BROWN ANR HI S CAST I N Tm~ NEW CO MM UN ITY PLAY H OU SE, P A SADENA 

PLAY PRODUCTION 

By Robert R. S ha q>e, Art Oi recto r of Pasadena 
Playhouse 
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AFTER th e s tage designe r ha s conceived 
the settings, th e wo rk of maki ng th e 

actual scenes rea ll y begins. How li ttl e does 
the publi c rea lize t he st upendous a moun t of 
thought, emoti ona l force , a nd ph ysica l labo r 
that co n tt~butes to t he creat ion of bea u t iful 
s tage pictu "es. 

Stage sets mus t have th e doubl e vir t ue of 
vi sua ll y a iding t he plot a nd und erl y ing mean ­
I11 g o f a play, and of prov iding a cha rm ing 
background fo r t he actors. There in lies t he 
bas ic motive of scene ry : it must a lways ,'ema in 
a backg round, no matte r how irnportant its 
sy mboli cal influence u po n the play. S ubtlety 
and s ubordination are essen tia l. 

Then th e des ign s mus t be made practi ca l, 
so that the ca rpenter, pa inte r, a nd e lectric ian 
ca n adapt t hem to t he actual work ing limi ta­
t ions of the stage. The sce nery must at no 
t ime impede t he act ion; t he lig hts mus t be re­
vealing as we ll a s beaut ifu l in effec t; th e cos­
tumes , furni s hi ng s , and sets mu s t ha rrno nize . 

Take for exam ple, t he item of furn itu re : 
here the Pasadenans prove t heir t rue Co m­
muni ty spirit. Un less t he play be bizza re­
in whi ch case w e mu st rent our things f rom a 
prope l·ty-nrm in Los An ge les-the loca l stores 
a nd shops are wond erfull y helpful. From 

SETS BY ROBERT R. SH A RP E 
P H OT O GR A PH S BY MARGARET CRAIG 

COST U MES BY MRS DAV ID B L ANKEN H ORN 

TH E FA IRYLAN D OF' PIER GY N T 

Cheesewl'i g ht's w e get lovely ha ngi ng s , an d 

stunning rn odern furn iture : from Serend ipity 
nne antiques ; Mi ss Nicholson a nd Mr. Bentz 
lend us beautiful Chin ese objects ; E ly g ives 
us ex qui s ite orna ments ; Na s h and Mode l Gro­
ce ry he lp us with household goods. Some· 
t im es a kindly shop in Los Ange les , hono rin g 
our pres tige , will co ntribute props-othe rw ise 
::l lmost im poss ible to obta in because of their 
expe nse ; such an one is Meyer Di -Segni. And 
t hen, often, p'eople lend us things from the ir 
ver y homes, so anxious are th ey tha t our pro­
du ct ions be in perfect ta s te. 

I N " TH E S HOW S HO P," the farcica l sat ire 
whi ch .Ja rn es For bes ha s wri tten around the 

prof ess iona l s tage , Pasad ena Community Pla y­
e rs have ,elected a produ ct ion whi ch should 
sta rt t he loca l play house off on the mos t suc­
cess fu l season in its hi s to ry. As a pla y f or 
s uch a purpose , "The S how Shop" is s in gula rl y 
we ll chosen. It is c lever, bright , in places eve n 
bri l liant; it is ove rAow ing with wit, with hu ­
mor; it vi bra tes with kin dly qUtt l ities of human 
interes t and it is pregnan t with a s ub tle satire, 
in cis ive yet de lic ious . 

"The S how Shop" does for the profess io na l 
t hea tre what "The Torch-heare rs" did for th e 
littl e t hea tre. It revea ls the "ctor 's life in all 
iis raw ramifi cati ons an d it sa tir izes the pro­
f ess ional produ ce r, the profess iona l play and 
the pla ygoer as we ll. The a utho r , in mockin g 

(C01l1i1l1led on Page 18) 

COMMUN ITY PLAYERS OF PA SADEN A IN " THE LADY OF THE LAMP." SET BY ROBERT SH ARPE, COSTUMES BY M RS. DAVID BLANKENHORN AND STAI'I'. 
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18 GA L I FOR I A SOUT H LAND 

o NTH EGA Y FIE L 0 0 F S P 0 R T S ~~~ E AS TAN 0 WE S T 

CALIFO RN IA H AS MANY LVER STRANDS THAT OFFER INVITATIONS TO EQUE TRIANS. ALL EQU.J.LLY ATTRA CTIVE T HO UCH NOT ALL SO WELL 
KNOWN AS TH IS BEACH NEAR T H E GOLDEN GATE. 

T H E fi elds of s port were so crowd ed all during the past month as to 
suggest a traffic jam, wi th various attempt to swim t he English 

channel as a marine outlet. 
P erhaps tenni s had a littl e the best of it in point of general interest, 

ce r ta inly to Cali fornians, with H elen Will s, of Berkeley, winning the 
ational Ten ni s Championship for the t hird st raight year, giv ing her 

pe rman ent possess ion of th e s ilve r championship trop hy. Miss Will s 
and Mary K. Brown e, also of Californ ia, won t he W omen's ational 
doubles championship over Elizabeth Ryan and Mrs. May ::lutton Bundy, 
for many years Nationa l cha mpion, from Ca li fornia and who returned 
to the courts t his year after seve ral year' r etirement . 

The fifth annual regatta of the Sout hern California Yachting A so­
ciation , held at Santa Barbara, was naturally of mu ch more in terest to 
t he nauti ca lly inclined . The first regatta of the south wa held in Santa 
Barbara in 192 1, she was hostess aga in in 1923, and thb year the hospi­
tality was not lessened desp ite t he recent catastrophe. 

The open ing of new golf clubs is as continuous as the winning of 
championships. No moun tain or beach reso rt is complete without at 
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- Ph otograph by Margout Craig 
POLLY HOLBERT AND DOUGLA SS MONTGOMERY. OF T HE PASADENA CO\!­
MUNITY PLAYERS. WHOSE INTEREST FOR THE MOMENT I TENNIS. POS ING 
t-OR CALI FORNIA SOUT H LAND BEFORE THE PLAYERS OWN FOUNTA IN . 

least a nine hole course. 
The outstanding event of September, however, is t he annual Ca lifor­

nia State ann ual amateur golf championsh ip tourna ment, opening at 
Del Monte, September H . This , of all the tourneys of the year , holds 
t he greatest anticipation, as it promises nea rly two weeks of golf 
with the delig htful social diver sions that always form its backg round. 

-Cold". StalL Limited Ph oto Sutliu 
MRS. WILLIAM CARTER. AND MRS. A. E . D. TRABUE. CH AIRMAN OF T H),) 
WOMEN'S A UX ILI ARY OF THE SOUTHERN CALI FORNIA GOLF ASSOCI­
ATION, ARE OFTEN SEEN ON T HE ANNANDALE COURSE. MRS. CA RTER 
PLAN TO PLAY IN THE MIXED FOURSOMES DURING THE OPENING OF 
EL CABALLERO COUNTRY C LUB, SEPTEMBER FIFTH , SIXTH AND SEVENTH. 

THE "SHOW SHOP" Continued Irom 
PalL Ij 

the art, reveals a fine appreciation of dramatic technique. Out of 
the chaos of fun, and from t he v irulent enthusia ms which mark the 
earlier s tages of the play, there comes an excell ently conce ived drama­
tic touch which rises to s trong heights of force and ability and cli ­
maxes t he third act of the play with unexpected and delightful fini sh. 

The th ing is a satire, pure and lively. It coul d easi ly be a burlesque, 
bright and rollicking. Fortunately, Pasadena Community Playel . 
ca n offer a cas t that will g ive this playa presentation t hat will make 
t he production stand out as one of the most original performances 
ever off ered here. I am looking forward to it . For I know, from my 
reading of t he play, that if any group in t his country can present it 
as it should be shown, it is the local playe rs. 

Characterization is a feature of the play. Here is where t he work 
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Doug las Fairbanks took hi s fa rewe ll of t he legitimate stage with the 
production. Since the local players decided to r evive t he play , t he ma n­
agement of the Acto rs ' Theatre, New York, has s imi larly decided to 
present it, 

LOIS AU ST IN OF THE PA SADENA COMMU ITY PLAYERS, AS THE PR IN· 
CESS ALEX A NDRA IN '('HI'; "S WAN ." T H E ONLY WESTERN PROD UCTIO N 
OF THE FRAN Z MOLN AR PLAY. P OSED BY MARGARET CRAI G I N ~' H E 

FOES STUDIO. 

will be g iven its truest in te rpreta ti on. There is a Mrs. Dea n, for 
instance, who shou ld rank as one of the unforgettable figu" es who 
wi ll ha un t th e local pla yhouse, Indeed , the leaders in the lengthy 
li st of characters are a ll marked with a ri ch individua li ty. They are 
all kindly, lovable fi g ures , filled with human vi rtues and fa iling s , 
working togethe r in hum orous harmony a nd a iming a t del ecta ble 
ends. Aga in, I say, I am looking forward to seeing t he playe rs 
present "The Show Shop." F or I ha ve men tally ca st the production 
in my own mind; and I r ea lize that Gilmo r Brown has th e ve ry ta lent 
for t hi s particular play among t he confre res he ha s surrounded him­
self with, in the South El Moli no aven ue theatre. 

"The Show Shop" is claimed to be th e only play ever written in 
t his country which revea ls t he act ua l co nditions preva iling in the 
theatri ca l profession. It was produced in the Hudson Theatre, New 
York, on the last day of 1914 and it is interes ting to r eco"d t hat 

Gilmor Brown sees t he playas one possess ing that di stinctive ca li bre 
whi ch should prevent it from being lost to t he stage. It is not a work 
t hat would typica lly rep resent an inte resting to pic f or stoc k companies , 
and with qua liti es which are too fin e to pe rmit the play laps ing from 
t heatrica l annal s, t he local playe rs ha il the opportu nity of ass ist ing in 
mak ing it a vita l thing for th is later decade of pla y·goers . For an 
evening's gen uine enterta inment I doubt if anything wi ll surpass the 
fir st Coast production of "The Show Shop." 

MORE ANI! 

ALEXA N DER I NGLIS . 
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MORE T I·IE P ASA DE NA COMMUNITY PLAYHOU S E BECOMES THE 
CENT E R OF T H E S OCIA L LIFE OF ITS DEVOTE ES_ Mar gnrrt Crai l: 
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1'M:mc SOUJlIW[ST BRANCH or PA:iADUiA 
'''Al.t.A.Cr. Nur A.F..cRtTtc:t .. 

TH IS UNUSU A L LY BEAUTIFUL S PAN IS H ARCAOE. IS PLANNED FOR COLORADO STREET, PA SA, 
DENA TO H OUSE STUDIOS AND SHOPS OF DI STINCTION. WALLACE NEFF, ARCHITECT 


