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TRAVESTIES AND GOSSIP OF A GREEN ROOM By ELLEN LEECH 

A ,rA Y back il~ the ea r liest days of the~ te l : going, wh.en t~e s l~e l1i n~ 
was ~o delightfuly vague , and s o intrigues the IrnagmatlOl1 o[ 

tc'da~', Ina ,v be f ound a desc ription of a th eater in wOl ch a section 
of it is referred to as a "tl reynge-howse o r green 1' 00 111/ ' proving that 
berond a doubt we arc follo wing an an cient HncI tim e honored cus tom 
in holding to a nd emph<!sizing thi s section of our modern theaters. 

or course wh en the primitive dramas or plays we re produced they 
we re not a ssig-ned a bui lding at all but we re given more often than 
not in the cOll rtyard of an Inn, whence th e retiring roo m of th e 
actors was mos t likel)' to be the green sward surrounding the hostelry , 
Whet he r or not thi s influence of coloring was res pons ible t he fa ct 
remain!'. that th e prcrnicrc g reen roo ms mention ed a re alluded to a s 
deriving' th ei r narnes from th e tinting of th e wall s. And we find 
the personality of t hese rooms has pe rs isted and t he el us ive quality 
of th ei r allure for the publi c has neve r waned s ince the fir st thea te r 
c~pecial lr cons tru cted for drarnati c perforrnances wa s built in Lon ­
don in 1576 by the acto r, James Burbrage, 

,Ju st how much precedent th e re ma y be (or dining in th e green 
roo m i ~ a little vague, but tea, and we n'la~r guess, s lightly morc 
powe rful cups were often passed, but whatever may ha ve bee n the 
ru le in the green rooms th e (act that the audiences regaled themse lves 
with food all down through the ages is an establ ished fact. In 
case t hey did not come well suppl ied with nouri shment it was sold 
th em by vendo ,'s cate ring to all kind s of appetites, Whil e thi s is 
no long-e l' preval e nt with us in a, s tri ctl y s peaking, theater it is the 
vc r)' life breath, and su, tenance of all ,'oof gardens , which may be 
merely a revers ion to th e fae t that it wa s in the gallery nearest the 
roof that eating in our theate ,'s pe rs isted th e longest, though gener­
ally confined to the co ns urnpti on of peanuts , the gallery becomin g 
ent itl ed th e reby, and probably earn ing the ep ithet still, though, du e to 
rn odL' 1'1l progress , the succ ulent nuts have shed theil' shells and now 
may be secured in s mall er and less obt ru s ive quantities. And rn an ~' 
of us on a vi sit to an Oriental theater seem to ex ist mere ly as a 
~mall islan d entirely SUl'rounded by a sea of queer exotic de li ca cies, 
largely dominated b)' dri ed fi sh, 

It J"natters very littl e howcver about the sa nct ion of usage in thi s 
rnaUcr of d ining a s th e cus tOJn ad o pted by the Pasadena Playe rs 
of ~(!rvin g- a cast din ne r in the green room betwee n one afternoon 
and evcning perfonnancc of each produ ction ha s proved such a de­
lightful one, In the less aftlu en t days, wh en th e play house fun c­
tioned les~ g ra ndly on Fair Oa ks avenue, the cast dinn ers wc re a 
part of the soc ial life of the actors but th ey were gi ven either in 
private homes , clubs , or occas ionall y t he hotels but in planning th e 
new theate r, whcre e\'e ry detail is worked out to such perfecti on , th e 

I 

gree n rOom has become a channing sa lon, a fri endly pl easant place 
whe re the cast may goss ip o r critic ise , study o r re lax, a s time permits , 
(-~nd where afte l' eve ry pe rformance fri end s may gathe r fol' a wo rd 
of co ngratulati on,- or j ust word s ! Then th e room is so charmingly 
adapted to the ser vice of a dinner to quite a party of people as the 
two refecto ry table, alwa ys a part of t he furniture of the room may 
be ut ilized as tables of hono r, with a long central section set up for 
th e occasion, The dinn er given in th e midst of the season of reper­
toi re last mont h was es pec ially memorabl e as the guests of honor 
we re Edi t h Lynne Matthi son, Charl es Rann Kennedy, and Edith Gage, 
wh o so deli g hted th e community by t heir productions , " The Admjral" 
and "The Chastening," and who afte r dinn er thrilled t heir auditors 
b)' a fi ve minute travesty on the Russian tragedy of today, Mr, 
Ken nedy later vo iced hi s admiration of the work don e here and of 
th e encouragement offe red to the future of t he drama by such earnes t 
an d ~ ince re work as Pasadena s hows in our Community theater, 

The season of repe rtoire which this dinne r punctuated was in ­
tended , and prov id ed, for a catholic ity of tastes, From a program 
ofl'e ring March Hares , Hedda Gable r, The Two Virtues, and Out­
ward Bou nd, a choice could be mad fo r eve ry mood and all tem ­
peraments should have been satisfied , The principal s seemed par­
ticula rly we ll cast in these produ ctions; Lenore Shanewise's in te l'­
pretation of Hedda Gabler was unusually strong, but then the 
subtiliti es of her Mrs, Midget were most pl easing, Maurice Well ­
may not by nature be so temperam ental a s Geoffrey of the Ma "ch 
H ares f arnily but eve n so we might forgive him- that is , we couldn 't 
res ist hi s charm, Mrs, Palmer is so delightful in eve rything it is 
ha rd to diffe rentiate, 

In all thi s goss il) to and fro, th e questi on of th e ultimate supremacy 
of th e t heater, it might be well to remember th e ve,'y old prove rb 
whi ch tells u s " It is not th e weathe rcock that changes , it is the wind," 
and drama we believe to be eternal. We are always glad to find en ­
couraging s tatements in the press , to hea l' th em from lecture plat­
forrl1 s , and to seem to gather them fl'orn th e air around us , regarding 
the g,'owth and progress of the drama within the pa st yea ,' o r so, 
but coming r ight down to t he voice of the masses nothing more to the 
point has been contributed than t he opinion voiced by a f ell ow trolley 
traveler wh o, having corralled an audito r in a seatmate and co m­
pelled an audience by shee r voca l power , said among many things 
that t he. mov ies migh t be all right, th ough paid much too much but 
as for him he was getting tired of pi ctures he liked "to heal' 'em ay 
so meth ing sometim es, if it ain't on ly to swear,"- probably s till hold­
ing f ond reco ll ec tion s o f II \Vhat Pri ce Gl ory," and we echo more power' 
to h is vo ice , may his tl'ibe increase and grow in appreciation . 

THE CO MMUNITY PLAYHO USE, PASADENA, IS NOT ONLY THE DRAMATiC C ENT ER BUT I S A POI NT OF' CONTi\ T F'O R MANY VARIED INTERESTS, 
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