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DRURY LANE.

THE RECONSTRUCTION.

The Theatro Royal, Drury Lane,
has, by a wonderful scheme of res
construction, been transformed
from an old, ugly building into &
new, clegant, comfortable and
commodious theatre. The work of
reconstruction is the mofe remark-
able because, for doubtless good
reasons, the exterior walls had to
bo deft standing, and all the old
rubbish and new material had to
bs taken out and brought im
through existing doorways or holes
cut through the walls, Further,
the work of demolition and of res
construction Liad to go on together,
new internal walls and piers having
to be built in places before it wad.
safe to pull down in others, The
job, therefore, was a difficult ona
for both architect and builder.
How well they have each dome
their work is shown by the verite
ablo “transfarmation scene” that
has taken place within the walls of

“0ld Drury.”
Unusual difficulties were ene
countered in cprrying out the

ardhitect’s designs. For one thing,
every bit of the old work Jeft
standing had to bo tested, and
generally strengthened. Further,
the condition or even the exact
positions of these old pieces of
structural work were not,

many cases, known. All sorts
of curious conditions and even
irregularities of cometruction were
discovered during the work of des
molition—relics of the old builds

ing of 1812 and of
alterations the old edil
undergone. One result was tha
the architeots’ plans had, in
several cases, 1o be modified to
meet these unforesceable

and many minor foats of appli
engineering had to be perfor

by the contractor, The brmn‘
in of tho steel girders to bric
the proscenium span, 88 ft. wi
‘themselves measuring 6 ft. deep
and weighing hundreds of ton:
and the moving back of the grea
steel eafety curtain on the stage
for the widening ofl gll'uln proscenium

the various |
fice

An  Important feature of the
scheme was the new roof,
d the old

in_the
gal'sry, and it will

) ive greater ajte
100, Al al more Mm’h
vontilation.  Pehind the topmost

jection cabin has s 2

th llery, &
seats in rgsuvpernmk E:
ind, g &
of 32 feet by 17 feet, and

were triumphs of
as they were, within the restricted
area of the four square walls of tha
old_building.
The dormer horseshoe shape of
tha auditorium ‘has been
by a rectangular arena, thus allows
ing far moro apace for seating. The
four old circles and gallery have
replaced by three new circles,
and these have beon extepded in-
wards, 80 that they each hold
twelvo instead of six rows of seats
To provide this greater spacirg, the
gallerics nm;wt. in some cases, fow
an extra J6 feot. The overhanging
portions are constructed on the can-
tilever system, so that there are no
pillars or any other obstructions to
the view of tho stage from any seat
in the house, Ou the first tier there
is a spacious apartment for Rofdty,
and thers aro twenty-one large,
comfortable boxes. he well for
the orchestra tras been enlarged, in
view of giving performances of
opera, An

o, thing oo clien Iacking B3
ing too often la

the old imI:J'LL{.LdI 8 of theatre
construction. ;Ll].

reached by a new short
running ’:i.nlr;!d'h:r&r: h'b
entrance H

as to overlook the whole ground

T,

stageways

main
ralsed 50

cabin, and indeed the b
hunl;een construoted of ferro-cont
crete, which material has entered
largely into the formation of many
of the struptural features of the
practically new b\uldm% ‘The vens
tilatiom of themnw o I‘i‘}‘?nn'ym‘
] most thor y o
has been ok

test system ) a
}&‘:xaawl:. Th'g fresh air admitted
into the theatre will be not only
Gltered by passing through sanitary
oabh)n-v:gol. ?ub also h¥ b‘e;:rr

oad h a_spray of water,
{:’):' N m‘,]gun ‘bo blended with
disinfecting liquids,

)Exterior'i‘y thlm ?‘l!'lulro l:‘a_‘_‘.bwn

amentation. -

or;:‘ is probable that sentiment pre-
vented the demolition of the outer
walls, and though the cost of re-
building was great—over £100,000—
it was doubtless worth it, for the
i of the old traditio

associations

and

‘| London’s oldest theatre.



