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THE NEW THEATRE-ROYAL I
The construction of our new Theatre-Royal
is now almost completed, and little more than
the finishing touches require to be given
to allow it being, opened a3 arranged
on the 26th inst. The house has been
erected from the designs and under the
suporintendence of Mr C. J. Phipps, F.8.A.,
of London, who, after building somo thirty
theatres in various parts of the United King-
dom, has brought bis large experienco to bear
in giving Glasgow a really fine and commodious
theatre. The principal eutrances arv in Hope
Street, near the Cowcaddens end of the theatre,

an alteration which will admit of the former
thoroughiare beiny kept private, and thus faci-
litato the arrival an. espatch of carriages.
Here, close together, there will be four doors—
one for the stalls, another for the dress ciccle,
and a thied for the upper circle, while the
fourth will be used as an extra exiv for the
stalls and dress circle. Tho oll entrance to
the stalls and balcony in Cowcaddens i1s now to
be givenm up tc the pit and mwnphitheatre,
aud the gallery duor takes the place of that
formerly set apart for the amplitheatre, and
situated in the lane forming the southern bouu-
dary of the theatre. llesides these there aro
several exits which can be brought intu requisi-
tion 1n cases of vmergency. ‘I'he visitor to the
stalls will, after crossing a vestibule 22 feet
square, turn to tho right, aud passing along a
corridor 5 fect wide, gutn the desired portivn of
the housy, which 1s ou the street level. The
stalls are laid out 1u tive rows, atlording
all accommodation for 100 persvas,  For thoso
whoee places are at the side of the honse
farthest from the door, a passage at the depth
of a few stepe is provided underucath the stalls,
80 that the inconvenivnce of passing iu front of
the audience already scated in the theatre is
avoided, Immediately behind the orchestral
stalls is a spacious pit, which wll hold over
1000 ,» Whose view of the stage will bu
uninterrupted, and the slope of the tloor will
enable everyone to see well over the heads of
those i front. Overhanging the pit, and
at a jadicious height, s the dress circle,
| which 1s reached by ascendiog a double flight

of stairs, and at the top of which theru is
a crush-roém, 22 [cet squaro. It is of a grace-
ful aud easy sweep, somewhat of the semi-circu-
lar form, but expanding towards tae proscenium,
| between which and the centre of the circle there
'|is & distance of 33 fect, Apportined off into
| half-a-dozen rows all the way round, it will
| seat 312 persons ; while at the back and cur-
‘| tained oft there are nine boxes, each of which
‘| will con®ain six seats. Behind this, and with
the corridor, 7 feet wide, intervening, thero is

W

|a saloon 30 feet long by 16 fcct deep, and
adjoining ladies’ and gentlemen's clmk-rooms|
and lavatories, Rising above the dress circlo
is the upper circle, which recedes consider-
ably, the distance fromn the centrc to the
footlights being 42 feot. This portion of the
house will give accommadation for 00 persons,
and the space buyond the corridor is laid
out in a manner exactly sinular to that in
the circle below. The upperniocst pact of the
building is, as usual, tll:\'ide‘l into  amphi-

theatre and gallery, the slope of which 1s
such as to wusare everyone having a full view of
There are four rows of seats

the stage,
in the amphitheatre, holding 366 persons, andd
the gallery placed in 16 rows—the width from

wall to wall will be 74 fect—is intended to seat

an audience of 00U to 1000, At the rear of the
amphitheatre and underneath the gullery there
18 & double refreshment bar, scrving both classes
of the sudicuce, though apart frown cach other,
with separate lavatories. In the way of private
boxes there ary on each side of the house
one pruscenium box ou the pit level, vne on a
level with the dress circle, and oue still higher
up ; winle at the side of theso farthest from the
stays there are three buxes on a level with the
dress and upper circles respectively—18 in all,
by means of pass-doors in the stairs the different

of the house are in commuuication
with each other, so that those obtaining
transfer tickets will not have the truuble
of dJescending and ascending long flights of
stairs. Special attention 1s being paid to com-
fort in the seating, and the stalls and dress circle
are fitted up with the folding chairs inveuted
sud p.hulog by Mr Phipps, the architect, and
made by Wadmans, of Bath, The theatre alto-
pether is seated to afford accummodation
tor 2708 persons. All the tloors and passages
are of fire-proof concrete, while the 1ancr walls
are of bricL and Portland cement. [legarding
the stage, The proscenium opening is 31 feet
wide and 36 feet high. Hehind the act-drop the
stage muasures 72 fcet in width, and Ifrom
the foot-lights to the back wall 58 feet, which
makes 1t very consderably larger than

before, while below the stago there 1s a depth

of 26 fect. The stage 1s solidly constructed, by
Owon, of London, having the usual trapa, doors,
agd bridges, aud all the latest fittinga and appa-
ratus for the working of the scenery will be sup-
lied., The dressing apartments for the
performers are in the building ruuning along
the whole length of and having windows in
Hope Street, T'he stage door is situated at the
south-westcornerof Hope Streot, and gives access
to all parts of the houso behind the scenes.

As to the iuternal decorations, Now-a-days
much attention is being paid to the claboration
of the auditorium of our playhouses, aad in this
respect thu Royal will certainly exvel. ‘T'he
general character of the architecture of the
interior is the French Renaissance school, the
roof torminating in a coved ceiling, having a sun
burner in the ceutre. The maw feature is the
private boxes on either side of the prosceninm
opening., These are enclosed m elaborately
moulded and Huted columnns, having enniched
capitals, and surmounted by a P’edimental head.
Uver the proscenium is an allegorical figure
subject, representiny the various arts allied to
the drama, pamnted by
The ceiling has a ground of a light cream
colour, upon which is painted in eyght panels
claborate ornaments in gold and colours. The
cornice below the ceiling 1s richly moulded and
gilded. T'he cream-colour of the decorations
becomes darker as the lower parts of the audi-
tory are approached, and the raised ornament

Harford, of London. |

gly ||

t Co., of Glaagow. The paintel decoration and
ilding are being executed by Mr Edward Bell,
of London, aud the firn of Jackson & Sous, of |
Eoaton, are constriicting the Lox froats, pros.
e, and celling 1w thewr pateut (tibrous
aster, The vestibule is laud in marble mosaie
Burke & Sulviati, of Loudon and Vemco,
\%‘o must not omt to mentiou that a very
charming act-drop has been painted by Me W,
Hauu, a well-kuown scemic artist, of London ;
while the traditional green baize will again
form the drop-curtain closiug each play,
The tradesmen whoe have doue the construce
tion portion of the bulding are all of Glasgow,
viz, :—8tevenson & Son, masous aul bricklayers;
Ross & Son, carpenters and jomers ; Morisou
& Son, slaters and concrete builders ; M ‘Gregor,
Gimour & Co,, and  Stevens, wonwork ; |
Bremner, plasterer; Rae, plumber; Chaliners
& Tesh, gastitters. The works were, after naay |
delays, actively commenced in February of tue |
present year, 80 that the theatre has vecn builg |
m eizht mouths trom the commencement, Mr !
Williain Browne has been the inspector of |
works for the archutect; and Mr Pripps has
himself visited the works constautly sv.as to
burry everything forward.

The Roynl will, as we have mentioned hefore,
be under the management of Miss Mutie Litton,
who comes to us with the name and fame alike |
of an actress of merit and a sacces<ful lessve of
metropolitan theatres.  The la:{, we glean, s |
a native of Derbyshire, and made her drbur on |
the stage a dozeu years ago at the london
Princess’'s Theatre.  Mr and Mrs boucicault
were there playing wn *‘Jeanie Deans,” and
Miss Litton waa entrugted with the part of Ejic,
Subsequently she jomned the Uaiety Theatre
Company, and in the end of 1869 appeared with
| Mr Toole in ** Uncle Iick's Darlng.” Upon
] the withdrawal of that piece she migrated

to the theatre at Brighton, remamn:
there for three years; and then she |
undertook  the lesseeslup o! the London !

| Court Theatre. During her repime pieces by

leading contemporary dramatists  were pro.
| duced, and the corps unmbered many promiucnt |

|lhlym, while #hc horsell also A peared bt
' comc‘ly parts with mavked suceess. It wad
while Miss Latton had the Court heatre that
the traveaty by, 1t was understoud, Mr 1V, 5,
Gilbert, **The Happy Land,” in wlich Mr
Gladstone, Mr Lowe, and Mr Ayrton were
turned mto ndicule, and which attracted the
official attention oi the Lord Chamberlain, was
produced. At a later date Mass Littou hald the
management of the St James's Theatre, and
after a successful term there was attached to
the Prince of Wales Theatre Company. In the |
outumn of 1870 Miss Latton becamy lessee of
the theatre in the Westmiuster Aquarium, |
which was alterwards chauged to the
Imperial Theatre, and with the assistance
of au ethcient company of comedians revivul ou
an elaboraw: scale several ot the Shakespearian
land ol English comedies, only withdrawiug
' fromn the wanagement of the house in the sy
| of this year, For the opening ot the Royal gur
Indy lessce has arranged to provide Shakes. |

is richly guded, colour being only 'im
uszed in thy box fronts, The walls of the auds-
tory are to be papered with a rich crimson.
coloured paper, while those of the private
boxes will be of gaze green and gold, forining a
suitable background to the crunson drapery
hangings, which have been supplied by Stewart

mirable company which carried it through such
a successful rau in London recently. Kxcellent
:iu. vnu! buowl; ”n“.?d at Christmasa pantomime,
i or sg 4 we vy the :
" Liste Bod Ridinghood," Miss Litbon, why
is known in private life as Mrs Wybrow Rohert.
son, will, we understand, be asststed in tho
| management of the theatre by her husband, Mr
' Wybrow Robertson, who has had considerable
experience in matters pertaining to the stage,
| -

s **As You Like It,” with the same ld-‘




