
Scottish Opera 
AT TIlE THEATRE ROYAL GLASGOW 

n..fi ... "Tho.It.RO)'al" ..... ~by 
theGI"""" .... iUI<ct, M •• o--.e BdL It 
.... WledB.ylill·.CoIIseI>mTbutr<_ 
Opn. 11"" .. _ ..... openood"" n ........ y, 
28th Nov=bn 1&61. n.. operu.., Dipt 
.... 'hopnld...,;".,ol .............. dnoma 
caDod"'1bc$eaol lco..,TlooGoldSod .. ol 
McDou~. prica ol ............ "'"'" from 
mpcnceto,_ohiIIUIp...:lmpm='ThI: 
Iint.,.,..-.puf...........,. ...... """,,00 
MDDC!ay. 9th D<umbOf 11161. willi • 
p"><1",,,ion ol vetdi·. "II T"",ator<~ by 
Mad.".. Flo<.....,. Land.·. Cir_ E/lJlish 
Op ... Comp.ny. 

Th. nam. w" chon&«! to ' .... Tbutrc 
Roy.1 in May 1869 wh ... M ...... Glover 
and F .. n<i."'Iuir<d ' .... Ie .... !Jn<l<rthcir 
". ... m.n.,.nlC:n'.lheTbul .. QPm<dwiLb. 

=~':Iho ~Ih ?U~ol~~~~" "Cir...,d 
Onthe2ndFebnlary1l19.tbeTbutr< 

oru .otally dauO)'cd by lire. n.. Tbutr< 
orureboilllO .... daipoltbel..-loa 
,"hilO<~ Cb ..... John 1'IIipps...-bo " .. 
raponsiblef..,Ibedaipol ..... thon)O 
wdI·~I..-Ioa!beaua""'proriDc;ioI 
oper."""""ioc:IYllinaller MojaIy·.iotbe 
H.)""ork<l,London.IhoTbootr<RoyoL 
B"",luan_,"'L)'ttUID,EdiDbIqIL In 
11191. he becamc inYOlv<d ill a oeriou. 
prOf"';""aI di.put. with T. F. Koipnky 
o,'erlhclulhonhipoltbedcoi.Jnfortbe 
famou. Qu«n', II.U. I.ondon,buill in 1891 
and d •• lroyed In I'" oecond workIw". For 
15y ........ "' •• """"'Jt.nllrohi1<Cliotbe 

~~i'=oln;:I;~:.:;.-::=ed ~ 
:!"'~~"':.=....u-ol1hcllr. 

n.. ...... n.. ........ 0p<D0d ... 26lh 

~~.!!80U1~~~: 
Robcruoft..wilh.po<fonnaDo<ol"MYou 
Like It~. On llIe 7th Fcbnwy lUl. Miss 
Linon IIoncd I...nc.ol.,...,......ad< 
"""""",ol ... hich~SiporF""_Sipor 
R"r>cio~ "' ... ''''''''pI Iho <illJ:en wbo 
.p",,"tdonl"'opcnin,ni&"~ 

1lIc .. " '.'.diITcrml m"' ..... fromIUl 
.ndil,,'oscloscdf..,sornelon,pcriod.unlil 
M ... , .. lIowl.d &. Wyndham L'd. lOCk 
pos.se .. ion in July 1888. Then"" ..... " 
.. opened on the IOthS<pc.mbcr 1888"';Ih 
~~'F:~:':y 1 •• in. and the Lyceum Company 

On I'" III M .... h 189S ..... Thull'< 
Ro),aI ......... 6rstn>ycdbyfire.n.. 
... hiICClf.., .... ...,..,suuction .. ' .. apitI 
Ch" ... Jo/IoPlUppo...:l1hc'Tbel1tc ..... 
reopmcdon1hcNl5epl<mbcrl89$. 

In 192~ .tbeDir<Ctonol Masn. II_ard 

.lWyr>dbamlJd. '""""" .... irnprO\ .......... 
,oIIleTheatrcRoyajandioIlleE_enio& 
CitizcnolIho5lhAprill92, •• ohonanide 

~~~~~9~ $conish 
1' .......... __ oIlbcl4thAupsl 

1912 thor. I reeohed.lcmrf....., Peter 
Hem ... i ...... G,-"I A<lmini .... lor of 
ScottishOpor ... tcIlin& .. oltbcpoooibilityol 
atquirin.lhcTbeatr< Royal ... boomef.., 
Sootti. hOpna.W.,oo!<,beniahtuu.oo 
Mond.y. 21" A" ..... _ arm'rel iD 
GI ... owooTuQd.1oy.12ndA",uoLh ..... 
10 be the ftm oIrnany nipljoum<y. by 
tnin&ndeorlymomin.jo)<Imcy.byoirlO 
GI"50w • 

We .. -ailed slowly up Hop< S""",
ao<sin510111e W"" .... _ I ... _ 
.....,..,opJbym,,",YirwoltbeTbootr< Roy;oLW.dicL __ .VCDl .... _ ..... 

in 1hc"""'paa.y01 F ...... Mom. oISooaioh 

T.Jnioion. liod.our lit .. Yirwol .. halmu" 

~"":ol~::V!..:OQ.rn<n' lovely 

Aftu onIkint ""'crtrioa; d<;Werthe 
buildiqforl_hourt.-.bec:amc'«<y 
H<itrdbylu~W.mrlP-' 
1I ....... ,a' .. Ainllic MiD" and otbe. 
......... ol S<ottisb Oper." EJmbmk 
C_andOlljoyedourlitlll.",.b"the 
SlIandon 8..uery. W. fioW>cd Ibc d.yal 
Jo/In Boyk·lhou"\.aIkin • .",liI I lo·.lock 
with Aluondcr Ciibsocl and ooIy j",' 
calchin.then;plua;nhom<. 

Aher,alk;n, oboul OU, e.cil."..,,1 of 'he 
powbililie$ ol ,",lOrin, til;. fine Opora 
Ho"". ,be !In, q,,"ion w .. ~1Iow much 
will ~ "",,1". WbcrI .... I'flpOndtd with 
"how ""'"y"au "" you ... "'I1~ _ tbco 
._ ... JLa ..... 'bcrc.pp<arcdlObe. 
a«lib"iI, PI' ... bic:~ would b .. e 10 ... 
_bJ ......... o:atrird""I . .. alf.lSibility 
...". 

r_e,oPuor llcmmiqsoollle2-4th 



AUlU ..... u..J""' ... yideufor ........ udy. 
A •• r$III.ol ..... were&pllOimod 10 
.....".,.lh<ilnlCOSIlludywbicbiDd.
m ... y op6ons and. ... bs<qlXlllly.a f ........ 
OOM .. udylOarri •• al.buiJrora 
con"""ionandtcS1Otltion ... hernc. 

All., man)' mcetioIs and ,alks lbou,ou, 
l'f"O?O.al .. whicbincll>Ckdl'ripIOSnl~O<I 
,he 2<lth December 1972 with Aluandet 
Gibson. p ..... Hemmi"",.nd AinJ!ieM;U .... 
'0 i0oi: "' ,he orchaIra pi<. ~. were 
....,.,...,ed in J ... ...., 191~ 10 ptepIR' 

=~~~!"'I:o:::":~7! -'-=-'---"-'==::: 
IfIdcompletioaolIh<Opor. II"" .. DIIIlIe 
3Otlt$epu-mber197S. 

W.bq: ..... "...,ineun<UOI'IIlIeI .. Apri! 
1914andpublisl>ed,heS<:h<rn<Des.iIn 
RfpOrtin AUIUIIol,hOl],¢", 
S~uilh Opn. had .. ked u"0provid. 

lhfmwi,h I home;. Mly equipped Ope,. 
:=:c.w~h .. ::~-:':~~:~oni~ 
lfIdapitbi&~lOhokIa WI"""" 
V ... dion:JocstrLI1WUhopcd ...... 1a...
.,.o....-ooll1pany.illdudirt,its 
lIdminiSlnlioa."""""behouscdillllleOpora 
llou ... Tbt.uditorium ..... IO .............. 
1.500IfIdI.600peopI .. 

Tl>en...".. Royal,,.·i><tI ... .w' edillfld 
, u ...... y«l ........ ,.aUy.sh<lI ... tUc:hr .. lh. 
1II,ISy .. "hadboenused",.,e1evision 
"udio. Th. wholt lhe.".. had ...... ftl1ed 
wWtloon&lo ...... >Iionol"'oceslOlaUy 
unrd&ta!loilsorisinal ...... Tbeonly ..... 
""""hhacllU,...;'-e<!..-itlI. ... yoliur ........ 
.pen.dout.-ullle.udic<ri ....... ·bet ..... 
ftbtou.pI ....... by_mirode ...... 1eft 

:=::m~~~..,.:!...orisinal .. )1e 
AI,l>I)ulhrerio ... <Iesi",..",.kocdyswu<i 

inApr;1197 •• " .. had ...... 1hinkin.lbou' 
OUt IPPtoaeh durln,the p<tpUI.tion 01 .... 
,woDOS, .. u<Uesand,,·.hadalreadydocided 
lbou"h.fundlmentalr-.lltionlhip$be<...v«n 
,h<pil.'h'''q .andtheaudi!orium.The .. 
...... 'wopo •• ible.pproooohatOlllodtsi"': 
eitlletto .... o«lh<ludic<riumandtecltli'" 
lIIoadjacql' ..... IO ... ,.., .. ylcllOlIwtbt 
... hoIoOpetlliouschld.unilyanddarity 
tdattdlOlIIootiliul. ... hidlillimilarlOtbt 
Ipproadt uk.., by a musicWI """'f'IUina .. 
.. iii ..... ' another compooer"l..-orII ... 10 
'f$lor. ,he audiIOrium and cIeI4D III"""" 
......... modernbuildinIOOlhlllllocc." • 
..... ,h.ldlik • • richjo,,·.lin.IU&h!Y 
dilCiplirlCdcon"".tinlf .. _k.W. 
d<:<id<dO<l,h<fitslapprolchlOJCtb<rwilh 
,h,,,,,,. ,q)cdesiJndecisioruOfl..-hiebthe 
..... , __ . rest<d;they ......... 

rolkwr,: 
(I) TOlvoiddestro)'in&lhcqualityolo.. 

.udil<rium.lhcpil ....... 1UId<d 
underlllo .. qe 10'" lIIo"""""",,, 
raiI .. mainedinits.,npwpolilioa. 
Thi. had the odd«! odv ... 'q~ 01 
mlki",d ... pi(sim.il ... (olh.B' ~""lh . 
• lvinlmOt<pro"';n.noc,olh'lOund 
from ,he mge. 

(2) TOlvoidtheprobl.""pOt«Iby .. qe 
Illlui"'OfIlh<tierr""' ....... _ 
w .. rnodiIied'oform.liIJIllft&~ 
which is Iridden by.&btou. pias!Cf 
ltopdoorfonninJponolo.. .. iotiq 
dome; Ihisisknrered_,hehowe 

lip""" 011.. 



(3) TbeI' .... 'boback .... ""'"udi<orilUl'l 
on 'K~ I<".L whi<.h ... prcYiou$Iy 
sc..-..... ",beopmedupllOltw 
draalation ..... ~r .... 1IIOn 
splciooo$_lhc:banwbic:ll ...... .,., 
"''''-.....,..stcmmex • .--

AI''-&lI,belCOOlldlpproach""uIcIhavc 
bcen.o.IicI ..... f.I"hl'lOprocIoa:Ihoolari ' y 
.nddiSlirlClion .... lmodem<ksilll ...... 1d 
onlyhl"cb«.po .. ible"';,bllf<I,.,dme 
:,,:~~;'"d much more money than WI. 

n., " udi,orium dcsia:n .... ,,1XIiCd ItId 
.. p&nduIiflSlyl<ltIdthefron,ol_ 
ou ... 'hl'is'bobus.foy .... ltldlho 
1Uitt ......... dniped ....... ' ........ ol 
,bollHliloriumaeSlhotic.TheclressiqfOOfM 
ItIdWClf\in'ou ......... Illdesi&n<difll 
,imple ""Y bu, COO';" •• , with this 
IppttNI.h. W ........ com"uncd, ,<>caber 
...;,hou,<liont,forlcon,,"cttoOWlon 
O<tobo, ISI,lnd for ,h ....... in'.i&ht on 
O.,obo, "'h. 191j. H"'in, produ«d I 
vi.ion in ,h. Sprin, of 1974, of "hal "'. 
... .",od '0 Khie ... our If<''''' problem .... 
'obokithalp;eturcinto.ct1l'hiIom~ 

racIicaI.hIrI.I ..... luordllo;.,IhobllilclinJ ____ Tbeproblnll_dac:ribedby 

.... oloura>leqcs .. wttyiDJ ... boId.hd 

... .id!>· .. .-pilulhrou.Jb.yearol,-.ry 
bad ..... ther'". Howev... !lot or;pw dooip 
byPitipPlpn>v<dlObo~<DClOIJh'" 
"",beAnapTeornonl"""lJoc:iclljowDey 
'hrou&h .... ofdesi&ndcc:isions .. hich .... 
follo~·odriJh"h.rooI&h'o,betolouroch<m. 

I. tbeoriainolschemedcsi", tqIO<I.it 

.... .• hoped '0 (orm I I .... foyer by 
u,.,.ju., it into the odjacnu I'IIbIic: Howc. 
TIle Open Company....".. Ultlbie to bur 

§§;f~ 
.~rorthero)""w""""Ilimilcd,!be 
moinfoyerou.bri<t,only6msquoultld 
~h~':~-:"ndou .. indudin,'heSlairc&sc. 

By"",ol.hi&hly(ormaIJplCCItId 
me'UlliMle<'d.inlhc:"oirase.I~Iriel~ol 
q>ae<istl'talodwbidtl.Voecorianioiu 

~~~~:;.;:.in~~~nd='~ 
TbcI'ptC,wltichhasmoSl d" ' roycd tbe 

Itm<»ph ... oI,hc:Victori..,n..a, ... ,.,he 
in .......... i""usionofrno<l<m,oc:hniq .... 
inlO SlylWt public areas. Methoniul and 
dectri<llsuYieu.andpartio:\lluiymodem 

~~"~"': .. '!....x;:: 
m.'~I"iul and .I.<tricll li,h'io • 
inllallation.......,heinstallod .. i,,.,tbe 
disaplinel;oI1hou.'oriorondsoton ........ the 
:~~~~utc 01"'" spier and nOl become iu 

AtIoc:lslon1l'1.,.ken nQt ,0.ir . o ndi,ion 
theTh.I ..... m.inlyonth."""nd.ofcos'. 
bu,lIsobe<lusc ... rel' ..,o.deq ultescM"", 
oould be ar:1,; .... d by m<cltanicol '''''~ation . 
Tbeorip>alscbemedesi&n ... visa&edthe plun. __ moinairhandlin.r;plllllifl 

the l>ascmnI,ol!be pub. Oneollho .... aleSl 
thrUISlO .... __ W .. theo;omplel. 
,..,.....ol'IIis ..... _!bedoc:ision'0 
rdoca"the plan'·room ItFOUl!d 1Ioor1<"el 
in the !iJh'·well only I o=k.,.. so be(ore ,be 
"","act SllfIed. The m«hankal ....,'~I'ion 
.ySlem .uppl;" air throu&h pl.n um. 0 .. ' ,h. (w. ceilin, in the corridors and .. 
dis,ribu,od,h,OUJit bola in theaoditorium 
walI ... hidt ... tonceakd by ...... pi .. , .. 
comice.E1""ctionisdfCClodt/trou.Jll,he 



ban a"he rear afthe .uditonumand ,t\e 
•• ;st'" .",ural •• haust s~st.m from th. 
eentreaftb<domew .. ,ed.signed.nd 
rec<>.di,ianed. H.alin, in Qther paruafth. 
Op .... Hall5C was p,a,ide<! with 1raditional :;'!:::""" on • law pr ... u,. hot wa,.r 

Followin,. dtcisiO<Ito .. vidintru'i" 
oP' ... housc:li&ll1inlonth.bal""nyfront<. 
tlledome .. · • • 'econ .. ructed .. ith . ltinged 
>CC!iontaal\ow""'oitinllofth.frantof 
ttousc: ~&lI1S .. ithin the roof .p .... The 
sprill.i:ingol"lhedomew ... xt.ndedonbo,h 
00" to pro,·id •• p'cn for foUow spot .. A 
'~>1em of liIhti'l bMs was iudiciously 
planned .... an."en.ion ofth.gal l.ry 
handroil. andligh1ingb.",,·or.pr<Widedon 
,he sofli,ofthe sc:""nd circl •• lip. and 
facilities pr<Wic!ed .. ithi. the "'R' bo ... 

The wttoleoflh<.uditonumligh1ing 10" 
in conduit or in "pyro<.nu".ndtraditional 
braosli&h",,·er.chosenforth.int.rior 
SOm • ...,.,ndbandchond.li ... ofth.P'riod 
.. 'er. found and restored hefor.bei",usc:din 
1h.fo)'or 

A11bere",ofhousc:.el«tricaland 
m«han;caJsc:rvicn~runon'he.urfaee 
.bo.e. ",oni picturo rail or cornice which 
.soft""" the habitable hoi&h' of"'" ,<>om. 
Below,hepicturoralkth • • pa",i,k.p' " 
frce •• possibleofsc:rvices. 

Apa.rt from ,h. di5Cipline. we set 
ou"el,'e,inrealisinltbedesigJ1.someof,he 
major conmaln1< on the r.planning of 'he 
the.trearo<e from meeting normal statutory 
~uireme"u. particularly those for fire 
pr«;.utions.pro,cctionandm •• n.of=aP' 
Th.firem .... '.randm.".rof .. 'o'I< •• veed 
1otbeprincipleofretaininlisome .. ruCluraJ 
.lemen",,'h1chdidlotcomplywithpr ... n1 
day reguillian, bu, required th. m •• n.of 
=11" to be imp"",ed '0 mod.mstand",d. 
To m"" ,he ncw requ;"m.nls. an additionol 

~:~ ~:;:So~r~;~~~h:~:~~n:'~ 
the ownerShip of ScoIli.h T.I.vi.ion.The 
whole of ,he bad .... a,. area . nd rear of 
1Io .... !<'IIe1herwithlh.orch .. "api'. h .... 
sprinkler proteaion. Apl rt f'om formol 
Ipplicltiomundertbe Scol1i.h8uildin, 
R"u!ations.fonnal applicotion, had to he 
made to ,he C;'y Planni", Oflice'for 

~-:~~o::;-f~~' ~':'a~~~d: ~:;ke~~.:~ 
elevltio",andforalt ... tion,"ndexten,ions 
s<n<rally. 

Dc<pite man~ eri .... work Slatt.d .... 
plannedonlstOctobe,t974.bu'wi,hout 
"'" Contractor h"'ing III the the'''t 
available to him. 11 wu not until Dccemher 
17th of thaI)"'" thlt Seo,ti.h Tc\evi,ion 
finally Ie/t the scen •. Although du,inll ,he 
d"iIn period .. '. 'P'n' some . .. week, in 
,u,"cyinI1he building and producin, 
mca,u,eddr .... in" .w.h.dllC>oppOrtunity. 
ductOlhepre=ce ofScotti,hTe\evi,ion.la 
.umin., th ... ",<1ure in detail. A,,,,,,n as 
dcm061ion and cleann~ 'Oi(rrk .. arted in 
real.am .. , ...... found,hatthebuildill.i:was 
"",.soof.parti<;ular'YP'°fVi<1orian 
rubbi.h. much of wh ich defi.d the 
imOllina,ion 

Our new ,'.ntilationsch.merequiredthc 
piercin, oftltc:nonh"'oll in man~pI"'<sond 
"'. had some very frilh,". in, moments 
duri", lhe rocon"ruction 



whe"~cI""lo ... mi"lheft y'",,·crin 
dell;l.wcd«ido<!IO,..IIIO\·e,hefty,alleric;; 
and 10Id;0, ,all .. i .. and provided 
compktoiy ..... "",tcurn and "'IU;pmOllL 
The only ltr\IClur.relaincdwuth<timbef 
Jrid .. 'ruchlpannodbcl ........ th<bo"""'tios 
oIlheqll<e1>poslroollrll ..... anclw .. in'"efY 
JOQd <:Or>diIloa. On dose .. lmiaation, we 
f.,...dlba'lII<' .. rwolloilhefty'"..". ...... 
bo""tdby ...... . . inancl • .........,lipsol 
dislrns,~yinlll<_lh .... oorna-. 
Thowall ..... rqUodancllwindainlcr ..... 
in .... od'opr(Widtrnu .. " .. lII<vWll<vd. 
Wbnteu'IiDJ'''''''''''orlhillai.no-.,. 
SU\ICI"'alw .... ~fOll .... ~~1O 
md.ox .. Mi .. rcp .... ancllOprovidelixinp 
"hich ... mdodlll<fuUthict ..... ol ............ 

lb<d ..... oi,clc,orftrsttir.i<uni>now 

~\~·n.:"~ic:=. ~I~:.od~~.;! 
1 ... lreconSltuClion.W.p .... U .... thlltll<sc 
h. d bee. introduced loprov;de "01 

:1~~aI ol·~'i:.I~~ too"' ... ;:, -!.: 
k .... lh .. lbtybemllO\·odanclal'l .. 

. =::.I::=U:~~"::~~ 
in ....... daaJ·~lptO\ultob< 
"<rydif'lieullwilllou' vinYllly"'~ 
.... stn>tlu ... buow.&naiIypttldl>Ood. 
"' ....... wherdo,ullM:tsaicdulllllscctioGs 
W<f'<Jt'"ppodoilher .... ol .... nislinICla 
ironcolumnllKllI .... 'brou"'th<bonom 
fl&lll .. wilhcoach .., ...... into .... <xisciol 
timber be.mL IIOIlt .... desi&n &lid <be 

:''':~ ~~,.~ '::t,a:: 
op<toed up and ;,ied to I daailed 
... min' lion of .n th. lnkonies &lid 
",enl lheniniw;lh.ltuCl.ural" .. I.pani 
'.'lrly in the oIip •. l, wu bert thai ,"'e 
partieularlyfOllI>d'tt)lpootmaoomy,,'aIl. 
&IIdhadlOpro->defi.ift"rorth<addiIlooal 
::;,thrOll"' .... deptltol ..... llditorium 

Th. ",heme rot tile fo) .... necasiwcd 
u...,.; .. demoIioiootllKl .... buildinaol. 

I><W"",tcu ... within .... r.bric:"f .... old. T" 
.chi<, .. '''"q>a ... "tt)"neaoNt)IlO .... 
<l<li"" main Olt'IICIu'aI ....... bad 10 be 
.. pponedby speciollyrabric ... edlleelwofk 
duMICOIIOlnxtion. 

lhecff<aollltit..'OJOtbororithtlle 
jODOfaicondilioaol .... otno;t ...... could 
ba, .. b<at ... asuopIbcbuobodoMcAlpir><s 
IIKIAr\lplincteuedtboitpror ....... w 
otall"unlll .. peak _ .... dWancI 
1trU<I .................. ....rc~"" ... 
deoipirIland~tempora/}""'" 
~WII<IuraiWOtl-

Tbeerr«lol""""utal..,rkpanicularty 
inlhe~y ........ balcon7_ ...... andfo) .... 
Sltl><tut ....... "'.-.... .... proaramme 
forl<OOfldft~&lldlltoisbin.lloburstiq 
poinI.VisilOl'J'o'beTbo.' .. in .... luI 
mono. olCOllSlrucUoot -..iliba,· ....... 
pl.".rin"painlin"p.pet~"Iandlhe 
Iixi"l <>fbrUl door fIIrn.i I.,. beinl done 
..... il5ldemoliUoot.I>dIlnlCl"' ... ""'k ..... 
~.:::'''''inmanypl'''''Ihmu",,",,1he 

Many.....;.es .. · ... OXHIImiqigood ..... yin 
.... lasI f .... days ""''''' .... ''''"'''"'niahl 
""""''''011",. ...... . _''''' .... 
audicto; .............. oreollllelloodstalin& 
placcia .... arUsticdirtaor'.""""ODCI .... 
baDdr,-,lav.1Oria. h_ .... Ialatu..okiIIoandoustaiDed 
cff ..... ol ...... , JIC'tIPI< 10 mat. ~ 011 
_bI<.Wbnt .... Ioot_.apeciaIlylO 
<be lui f .... ..-Ihs olthe <:ODIract. .... 
l.mKxIJdevoIopcd....rc .. _ ......... 

unbear.bIe butdespit ....... ~ is doubtfw if 
... '.IriIl ........ rcpeallhe.uplloric:.lm<>I~ 
lhat d •• eloped w'lh Scoui,h Ope'" 
MoA'pin ... JoIutWy.~haDiAlsoc:iat .. and 
A"'p."",kinl'o&OIher. 
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