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An Era of Splendor 
THE new United Ar­

tists Theatre, Los 
Angeles. which was 

opened to the public the 
last of December is oper­

The United Artists Theatres Corporation Lay 
the Groundwork for an Unusual Chain 

ti me the architects add­
ed a south of the Renai s­
sance per iod. 

By Frank W . Stibick The genera l inter ior 

ated by West Coast Theatres, Jnc. Located on SOllth 
Broadway, in the heart of the business district of Los An­
geles, this magnificent structure incorporates ail or the best 
f~atures of the most recently built theatres plus some ad­
ditiona l new ones. 

The new theatre uti lizes slightly less than one-half of lhe 
total space in the new building which is to be known as 
the California Petroleum Corporation Building. 

The style of architecture is Spanish Gothic. At the same 

Go gle 

arrangement of the the­
atre differs radically from other Los Angeles houses in that 
a great deal o f attention has been given to both entrance 
lobby and foye r, to be called the "foyer promenoir." Lobby 
and foyer arc approximately forty feet high. 

The lobby is done in black, gold, red and buff marble, 
with large gold mirrors set in frames of antique design of 
antique gold. The balcony is Ranoramic, and in its rear 
is a promenade, with a passageway leading into the foyer. 

The scenery is supported from a steel gridiron, high up 
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under the stage roof, and is operated 
by a counter-weighted system of ropes. 
The proscenium girder is 66 inches 
deep and SO feet long and weighs 60 
tons. 

The theatre proper is 100 feet wide 
and 1 SO feet deep. 

A ~t ~~\t~~c s~~;e r~i::: :~~ th~:ee~~r: 
separate organ console lift, whi,ch raises 
to the same level. T he organ -is a 
Wurlitzer and is said to ,ue the largest 
pipe organ in the west. 

The main support of the balcony is 
a double web-plate girder which spans 
the entire auditorium, approximately 
100 feet, and which carries seven can­
tilevers and the mezzanine, below. Tlie 
girder is said to be the largest ind ivid­
ual structural member ever fabricated 

The magnificent 
building in which 
the LQ. Angele. 
United Arti.U 
Theatre i . hou.ed. 
The building i. 
known a. the Cal­
i fornia Petroleum 

Corporation 
Building 

Digitized by Coogle 

and erected in one 
piece in the west. I t 
is three feet wide, 
seven feet high, 100 
feet long and weighs 
103 tons. 

Every seat in the 
big auditorium will be 
a I ike. The chairs 
have been especially 
designed for this the­
atre and have deep 
cushions and air-in­
flated backs, a new 
feature i n theatre 
construction. 

A refrigerat i on 
plant has been in­
stalled at a cost of 
$100,(X)() of the latest 
washed-air type, with 
de-humidifiers auto­
matically controlled 
to maintain a proper 
temperature. 

T ~~t, ~oet~~IY ~~~ 
the pn:sent theatre­
going needs, but has 
taken into account the 
expected growth of 
Los Angeles and the 

certain development 01 the theatre. Its 
general style and equipment are ex­
pected to be a standard for many years 
to come. 

S~;feI~~:~~~:;~n~hdea~~~:t ~~;~:~~~ 
women patrons. There is a large com­
bination lounge and smoking room, 
washroom and-a decided novelty-a 
cosmetic room. This room has been 
fitted with elaborate dressing tables. 
The color scheme of the room is one 
of greens and taupes. 

For men there are rooms underneath 
the main foyer, also. 

The rug in the foyer was manufac­
tured in Europe especially for the new 
theatre. The colors were determined 
here before the order was given that 
these colors might harmonize with the 
color scheme of the entire theatre. 
The rug is in the center of ~he foyer 
and is about 25 by 50 feet. 

An elaborate lighting system has been 
installed. It is in five colors, red, blue, 
amber, white and green. Thus, with a 
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fen preset switchboard, practically any 
combination may be obtai ned. By 
means of a recently dev ised indi~ect 
lighting system, the entire color effect 
upon the ceiling, will be visible during 
the projection of the picture. The 
dome, in the center of the ceili ng, is 
covered \\" i t It silver­
b a c k ed, rough-faced 
mirrored discs, about 
30XI of them, and, in 
addition a bo u t 2()(X) 
glass pendants. From 
the mosa ic dome, an 
en 0 r m 0 u S sunburst 
spreads in all direct ions. 
In the auditorium prop­
er there are no lamps or 
chandeli ers. 

THE side walls arc in 
travertine, with three 

large perforated fans on 
each side. 

P lans for the 11ew 
house were drawn by 
C. H oward Crane, of 
Detroit, who has de­
signed more than 300 
the a t res. Associated 
,,;th him were \~'alker 
& E sine, L os Angeles 
arch itects. The building 
is owned bv the N inth 
and Broad,':'ay Building 
Company, operated by 
Joseph M. Schenck and 
1. C. Freud. United Ar­
tist s Theatre Corpora­
tion has a lease on the 
theatre and a po rtion of 
the office space but the 
theatre it self will be op­
erat ed by West Coast 
Thea tres, I nc., under 
the di rec ti on of H arold 
B. Franklin. B r u c e 
Fowler has been se lected 
to manage the house. 

When the United Ar­
tists Theatre Corpora­
tion laid the plans for 
the erection of the par­
ent theatre of the chain 
it is contemplating, it 
chose C. H oward Crane, 
the famous Chicago ar­
chitect to further the 
work. 

into th e splendor of the magic ages ot 
the past. 

J\'lr. Crane has been justified in thi s 
bit of psyc hologica l observation, for the 
patrons of the motion piclUrc flock to 
the theatres of his creation. 

In the pla nning of the United Artist s 

That was all important fo r the 
folks on the Pacific Coast have bee n 
given the opportunity to become in­
timat.ely acquainted wi th the very 
best III theatre architecture. 

Not a lone the splendor of the lype 
that Mr. Crane indulges in, or the 

outstanding types o f 
other well kn own ar­
chitects. They have 
also seen the unusua l 
theatres of Sid Grau­
man 's conception, most 
notable 'among them, 
the Chinese Theatre 
wh ich was viewed i~ 
admirat ion by sight­
seers. 

It can be readily see n 
there fore, thaI when a 
the at r e hereabouts 
gains t he admira ti on 
and support of the 
communiti es, it must 
be a decidedly new ste!> 
in thea tre archit ec ture. 

THE maller of su it­
able s hows for the 

theatre will be taken 
care of suffic iently by 
the large r lis t of pro­
ductions that United 
Ar ti s ts arc contempla t­
ing for the new year. 

This company has 
signed up during t he 
past year many of the 
leading and most f':t\·or­
ite stars on the horizon, 
and at leas t tweoty ­
four pictures, enoug h 
for a half year of 
shows. 

The res t of the pro­
gra m can easily be 
fi ll ed with the very bes t 
that the othe r pro­
ducers will afford , fo r 
it wi ll be sort of a plum 
for a picture to get a 
run in thi s theatre, 
similar to the fir s t run 
condi tion as exists in 
the R oxy Theatre, New 
York. 

Mr. Crane has a ree­
ani of over 300 theatres, 
nearly without exception 
ou tstandin g in the com­
munities fo r sheer spl en­
dor. Hi s is the splendid 
type of architecture. H e 
has studied th e mind of 
the average theatre-goer, 
and has come to the con-

A m 0 s t e laborate 
program of presen ta­
tions is being arrang­
ed [-or, to stand up to 
the mark set by Haro ld 
B . Franklin, under 
whose superv ision the 
theatre will operate. 

No dou bt, th e pre­
sentations wi ll be of 

T/lfJ " f oyer Iln)llI(!IIoir" of ,Ill! U ll i ' ml Ar';", l 'llf!fI' re', 1.0. Arogcie., IOlIie" 
1O;,h 'he lobby eall a eeollllll OllflM a I<)ai 'ill l; erQ.ml of 1 ,500 I, eoille .cilholl' 

c rmmlill l; Or ill co/lI:e~lil: II Ce III ally, 
the nature t hat will 

later warrant th em being routed through 
the remaining Unite(l Artists theat res 
as quickly as they arc completed. 

clusion that 1\1 r. Average Fan wants to 
see in the motion picture palaces what 
he could hope to see nowh ere clsc. 

I t is for amusement, just as the mo­
tion pictu re itself is. It is to take him 
away from the drab realities of life, 

Theatre, Los Angeles, 1\'lr. Crane had 
with him the fll"1l1 of \,Valker and Esine, 
Los Angeles architects, as associates. 

This firm also was aware of the pulse 
of the public, and more especia lly of 
the pulse of the West Coast public. 

) 

It is no wonder therefore that when 
the theatre was opened, it was pro­
nounced an immediate success. 

OJ 
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