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HE FIL CAPITAL'S PICT U RE HEATRE 
United Artists Cinema ill L os A11geles Strikes the Advanced Note 

Stressed in ]l.1odem Theatre Architecture 

HE new "C nited ,\ rtist Theatre. 
Los Angele , operated by \Ale I 
Coast Theatre, Inc., is the fin al 

word in theatre con truction. Located 
on outh B road ll"ay . in the heali o f 
the bu ine d ist ri ct of L o Angeles. 
thi magnificent tructure incorporate 
all of the be t feature of the most 
recently built theatre plus some 
add itiona l nell" ones. 

The theatre utilizes lightly less 
than one-half of the total space in 
the new building which is to be 
known a the Cali fornia Petroleum 
Corporation B uilding. ~Iuch of the 
office pace in the I uilding ha been 
lea ed to the oil corporation. 

The tyle of architecture is pan
i h Goth ic. The tyle i an attempt 
to border on the pani h in harmony 
with much of the architecture of 

outhern Californ ia . 
The general interio r arrangement 

differs radically from other Lo 
Angeles hou e in that a great dea l 
of attention has been given to both 
entrance lobby and foyer, to be call ed 
the "foyer promenoi r" and which 
can accommodate more than 1500 
persons, without crowding. Lobby 
and foyer are approximately 40 feet 
high. 

The lobby is done in black. gold. 
red and buff marble, with la rge gold 
mirror set in frame of antique de-
ign of antique gold. The balcony 

i panoramic, and in it rear is a 
promenade, with a passageway lead
ing into the foye r. IJere are little 
offset balconies, from which one 
may look into the general foyer. 

The mezzan ine is back and under 
the balcony, like a receding under 
jaw. lIere are 200 eats. 

There are two promenad e 
for each level. 

The tage is lat'ge ab ut 30 feet 
deep and 50 feet acro s the pro
scenium front. 

The scenery i upported from a 
steel gridiron, high up under the 
stage roof, and i operated by a 
counter-weighted system of rOI s. 
The proscenium girder is 66 inches 
deep and 50 feet long and weighs 
60 tons. 

There a re four aisles . The th -
atre proper is TOO fe t wide and ISO 

Artist' s sltetclt of the e.-d erior of 
the building w hich houses the 
United Artists Theotre it£ Los 
Allgeles. Th e th eatre utilizes 
lIearly olle-half of the space ill this 

large strll ctllre. 
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feet deep. A.n electri c lift rai es the 
orches tra pit to the stage level and 
there is a separate organ console lift, 
which raises to the sa me level. 

The main support of the balcony is 
a (OU, Ie II'eb-plate g irder which pans 
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the entire aud itori um. approx imately 
100 feet, and which ca rries even can
ti lever and the mezzanine, below. The 
girder is sa id to be the largest individ
ual structural member ever fabri cated 
and erected in one piece in the west. It 
is three feet wide, seven feet high . 100 

feet long and weighs 103 tons . 
Every seat in the big aud itorium 

is a like. The chair hal'e been espe
cIal ly deSIgned for th is theat re and' 
have deep cushi ons and ai r-inflated 
back, a new feature in theat re con-
truction. 

A ref rigeration plant ha been in
sta ll ed at a cost of $ 100,000 of the
late ~ . washed-a ir t 'pe, ,w ith de
humIdIfiers automatica ll y controlled 
to maintain a proper temperature. 

The theatre wa built not on ly 
for the present theatre-"'oin '" needs 
bl 

. bb r 
ut las taken II1tO acco unt the ex-

pected growth of Los Angeles and; 
the certa in development of the the
at re. Its genera l style and equip
ment a re expected to be a ta ndard 
for m<lny years to come. 

Special accommodations have 
been made underneath the "'reat 
foyer for women patrons. The~e is. 
a large combination lounge and 
smoking roorn!, washroom and a 
cosmehc room, This room has been. 
fitted with elaborate dressing tables. 
The color scheme of the room is one
of g reens and taupes. 

For men there a re room under
neath the main foyer, a l o. T he run. 
in the foye r was manufactured in 
E urope especially for the new 
theatre. 

The color were determined here
befo re the order was g iven that 
the e colors might ha rmonize with 
the co lor scheme of the entire the
atre. The run is in the cente r of the
foye r and is about 2 5 by 50 feet. 

The new Los Angele theatre i 
rega rded omewhat a a pa rent 
theatre to a "'roup that will a rise in 
at lea t 12 ci tie. Four oth r now 
are in proce s of can truction anc! 
all will feature premier U nited 
A rti -t pictures. Other cities .which 
will have nited Arti ts theatr , 
it i expected, are: New York, Chi
cago, an F ranci co, Baltimore, 

eattle, Portl and, Ka nsa City, t. 
Louis, P hil adelph ia, Minneapolis, 
Bo ton, and P ittsbur"'h. 

A n elaborate lighting system has
been instal led. It is in five colors: 
red, blue, amber, white and green. 
Thus, with a ten pre et switchboard , 
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practi ca ll y a ll y 'ol11bina (i on may be 
obta in d. y m ans r ar c Ilil y d -
v i d ind ir ct lighting sy~ te lll. th el1 -
tir c I r rr ct III n th cei ling will 
be vi ible luring the pr j eti n o r (h ' 
p ictu reo 

The d me. in the' n( I' o r th ce il
ing, i c v reel with silver-back d. 
rout;, h- faced mirror I discs aiJolit 
3,000 of them and, in additi on all li t 
2 ,000 gla s penelant . 1· rom (h mosa ic 
dome, a n en I'm u 11 n I u rst PI' ael 
in a ll lir ction. . In th aud itor ium 
proper th I' a re no lamp or chan le
I iers. 

The id wall s are in t rave r tin', with 
three large perforated fan s n each 
s ide. 

P lans for the new hous were d ra wn 
by C. Howard rane of D etroit, wh o 
has de igned more than 3 0 0 theat res . 
Associated with him were 'Wa lker & -
ES l11e, Los ngeles a rchi tects. The 
bu ilding is owned b r the N in th and 
Broadway Building ompan y, operated 
by Joseph M. Schenck and 1. C. Freud. 
U nited Arti sts Thea tre Corporation 
ha a lease on the theatre and a port ion 
o f the offi ce space but the thea tre itsel f 
will be operated by W es t Coast The
a tres, Inc., under the direction of Har
old B. Franklin. Bruce Fowler has 
been selected to manage the theatre. 

This luxurious theatre is the first to 
reach completion of three enormous 

, 
I 

, 

. ) 

." •• , 

Ske tch showillg th e iUller lobb), as 
~Iiewed frolll th e lIIe::::alline. 

cinema projects designed within recent 
times by S . H oward Crane. The archi
tect has speciali zed in theatres for some 
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11111', ancitlJ hi (lcclil aI'(' 111all \ piltur' 
IJ(HI ~es (hat stalld 'I., IICJtewCJrtll) t' 'am
pi 's uf tlJeir killd. 

\ nlCJng Ilis W(Jlks HI'(: s 'V 'ral snlali 
theal 1" , CJf th' nICld 'rll I ) pl' which ar' 
ia~t replacing (IJ' CJlcI time Iwus '<; 

which cater ,CI tl! (Ii' 1!Illll111nily pa
lr<mag', ' \1ll0Ilg th ' latl 'I' typ' will( Ii 
\ 11', ran' has d's ignt'd ar'th' (,llI1t(1I1 
and I ~as t 'rJl in l (JlumlJus, Uh i!). Tb s ' 
(h 'atr 'S W 'r' buil( II)' th' j am's COI11-

pany, now op -rat 'd by j, I{ 'al .' 'Ih, 
long associat'e! with William jall!'s 
ane! the lat t ' r 's successor wb '11 h' an
nounceci hi s retir 'Ill 'nt a Iwrl lilll 
ago. 

'1'11'0 of the largest picture thealr's 
to b Imilt in thi s coun try, and wh ich 
a r now nea ring cOlllpl,tion, ar' the 
I;ox Ih at res in •. 1. Luis and Detroit. 

Like th ' nit d rti sts theatre in 
L j\ ngele ', the e palatial auditori ulll '; 
will b contained in c()mbinaiion office, 
store a nd theatre building. The e
tro.it th atre will bring that city a 
pretentiou playhouse 0 f huge capac
i ty. The d corative cheme i to give 
the mal110th lobby th e appearance of a 
giant Hin 100 temple. It i to be hal f 
a block I nO' and ix tor ie hiO'h with 
it wa ll s radiating O riental color. 
Exoti c bands of rnament a re to ci rcle 
the ox-blo d red marble colul11n which 
pan th e lobby on both ide . The 

f rieze above the columns i broken up 
by niche and hrine . 
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T he ell /ranee lobby of the United Artists Theatre Th e Ollditorili ll/ , sh owillg clear-spall baleollY 
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