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OPENING OF THE MUSIC HALL, 

SETTLE. 

10 the early part of last w~k this interesting 
building, "~ioli promises ~o eontribute ~ m~ch to 
the inatrucUon and entertainment. of the lDhabltant8 
of .settle and its lleighb"ourhood, was formally 
opeRed and dedicated to public use. The occasion 
was marked by the- performance, on Mondaye7en­
ing, of the sacred oratorio of the Creation, by the 
members of the Settle Choral Sooiety, assisted by 
the principal members of ibe Leeds ChoralSoeiety ; 
and by several distinguished vocalists "hose ser­
vices had been specially engaged for the OCca.qiOD : 
and. SIl ~uesday eveoiDg, by a CODcert of misc~l­
laneous music. Beforo however we speak of the 
performances, it ma, be as well to lay a word iD 
regard to the buildiog ",l1ioh has been thus anlpi­
eious1y inaugurated. A want has long been felt of 
some appropriate buil~iDg. in w~ich the 'fari~Qs 
requirements of a locality POSSMSIDS a populahon 
sueh u that of Settle and its neighbourhood, for 
an purpose. of public assemblage, Iuch al lectures, 
eoa-eerts, public meetings, &e., oould be con~en· 
ieutly provided for; and, the successful establlsh­
mea' ot a Choral Sariety iD the town, within the 
last few years, has tended to cause thil wnnt to be 
still wore seriously felt. ID the alMence of any 
publie attempt to supply this deficien.cy. necessarily 
inYolviDg a considerable espencHture, with no pros. 
pect of adequate return, the Mu~ic Hall has been 
e1"8Cted at the Bole cost of the Rev. J. Robio50n, 
who hUt ill a spirit of !praiseworthy liberality, pro­
vided, IlOt onl, that the building should be such a8 
to answer all the purposes of public instraction and 
ellterlainme4t. but also be a handsome architectural 
ornunent to Jail Da&ige ton. 

The !Structure i. designed in the Italian style, ond 
contain. a handsome malic room, 50 (eet long, by 
30 feet wide, IUld 26 feet high, fitted up with a 
.,aeionll orch&stra, ri,ing floor ~ith nry comfort­
able fiud seata, capable o(afI"ordingaccommodation 
to ID audience of 4()O perlOn., and oonvenieut. 
waiting aDd rerreahment roolDS. The architectural 
onwnenb are simple and appropriate, and the han 
poDE"''' that degree of resoaanee. the precise 
amoout of which iD our publio buildings it appears 
to be so dilic:olt to obtain. The work appears to 
be .. en eueuted ill a solid and aubstautial manner, 
aDd the arrangement of the attendant aputmeuts 
.ems to be 'fuy cODYeuieot. The boildiDg 1IPaa de­
lIpetla,.d completed under &he saperi.taMltllCe of 
Mr. E. G. Paley. . 

The aame .pirit which dictated ita 4?ODatnactiou 
PftSided OYer ita iDa1l3uratioo. aIld DO opea..,..ems 
to haYe been Ipftred to reader iw opeDiDs wortby of 
&he occaaiOD. The following professionals _ere en­
pged to aseitt tbe memben 01 the Settle Choral 
Society, M., Mr.aod Madam Wew, of the LoDtlOU 
concerts, Mr. Pemng of Manchester, Mill SeDior, 
(pupil of Mra. Wood,) and Mr. Hinchcliffe, voea. 
list.; Heesrl. Haddock and Rayner, 1st and 2nd 
Yiollns; Mr. Rayner, yiolo; WilSOD, 'fiolincello ; 
Crowtber, double baa; Saynor, fiute; Womack, 
oboe; I'otherlngham, clarionet; Hicks, ba.\soon; 
Odd" Prench horn: Piel, trnmpet; Martin, trom­
bone.; aDd Crabtree. drums. 

The performance onhe u Creatlonu was opened 
as usua "ith tbe representatioD of chaos, which 
was played by the band with great care and pre­
ci.ioo.-Mr. Bincbclitre SaDg tbe recitative" In 
the beginning," and "e were then introduced to 
Mr. Pening. a teDor of cODsiderable celebrity, 
who it will be remembered 'made a yery (avour­
able impreaion upon ~ LancaateraudieDceio the 
,erformance of the Sacred ,Oratorio of" Elijah," 
a (ew months 8I{0. He lang the piece. allotted 
to him with gooct tale and feeling ;-his voice is 
tolt and of considerable compass, and be sinp 
with that care and attict attention to the musIc 
wbich i. lure to gain tb~ approbation of. critical 
audieDce. His rendering of ~he favourite air " In 
nathe worth," to"ards the end of the second 
part was exceediagly good, and caHed forth 
rounds of applanae.-Mrs. San dere on , tbe prin. 
eipallOpraDo of the Settle Choral Society, uQder· 
took tbe .ol~_partaof"Tbe ManeUooa Works." 
and U fhe Heavens aTe telling, tJ and san't the 
terzetto "Moat beautiful appear," with Means. 
Perring and Hincbclifle. Almost immediately 
recovering from a little Denousnees Datural to 
Don-profeaaiouai lingers, which was obeenable 
at the eommencemement of her fiut IODg1 Mrs. 
SaudenoD sang her piece8 wel~ and to the evi­
dent satisfaction and delight of her MIlD!.. friend. 
present. She sang that tbrilling solo, " The glo­
riOB Heirarch:r of Heayen," u brilliantly as 
eowd be delired, and IUltaiDed tbe higJa notes 
iD excellent time. Her part of U The Heavens 
are tel1ing,"".. equally weD saDg. The ter­
se&loo w.., bo.ewer, rather beyond her ~we1't, 
ad she did nut SiDg it .ith her asual eollftdence. 
She aanc the principal "80praao parta in tbe 
wbole or the ehonues, the saceeSl Of which ,,&8 
owinS in .areat measure to her exertiolla. Mr. 
BiDchcllife, aD old lriendlrom Leeds, ... 011 this 
oec:uiOD superseded. to a jpUt elEieDt, in bia 
uul pan. b.1 Mr. Weiu, one of the best basses 
of &he preaent da,; Mr. Hiachcldfe, however, aLl. two recitatives .. ith great, care, and in 
hia usually pod aatared maDDer pva moet effee- I 
dye usittaDee to the bsu pu1a of the chorasea. 
To hear Mr. Wei .. ' fine voice aad perfect mtona- , 
ti9D ... iDd'ted such. 'real ~ can oDI,. be beaN 
aow and then; the • bole of the hea.~ parts o( 
• Ad .. " .,re wadertakeD b, Mr. Wei .. , ad 

lung by him to perfection. We con3ider him, as a 
hust second oDl, to Herr Forme&, and think ~r. 
Robln~on could not ha1'e made a more excellent 
en~eDt than o( Mr. and MadtlMe 'V~iu. 
Madame Weiss sang tlte soprano SOf,lr-", with the 
... hole of whicb' she Rppeers to be very famiUiar. 
Mr and Madame Weiss sang thllt eharming 
du;tt .. Graceful Consort," at the end of the 
orato;;o. with such good tMte and feeli.ng, th3t 
the audience were in raptures, and no.thmg hut 
consideration for the lung'3 at the paIr vreyen­
led an eucore; the applause was bowever, loud 
and long continued. 

Hr. Haddock led the band mostefficientJy. and 
the several parL" were very carefully r1ayed"-the 
t1sua I fault of loo much noise, was not observable. 
The Choruses were sung in good time and tune, 
"nd were certainly not the least attractive part 
o( the evening's performances. 

Mr. Bamett, the energetic leader of the St:ttle 
Choral Society, held the baton on thiS OCCrtSIOn, 
and condtlct€'d tbe ontorio with great carp. and 
ability. At the previous concerts gi\"tlu by the 
Choral Society at Settle, the want of a conductor 
has been often manifest. hut the nb!tolute nl'ces­
sitv of the case was on this occasion put beyond 
a doubt, for whilst ev€'ry part wont well together 
on Mond'lY evening, tbe performances of Tues­
day (of which a few remarkll hereafter) \~ere con" 
siderably marred, by the cirnmstnnce of ~1r. 
Barnett nttempting to comhin~ the two offices or 
len:lr.r and conductor ill his own person. 

00 1\1 onday evenin~ the mu lc room was \vell 
Slled, but not cro, .. ded-thc audience WflS com­
posed of the elite of the to\"l'n and district. and 
sevElral famill"s from Skipbn, Garflrave. Lan­
caster, and the n('illhbonrhood, who bad be('n in­
vited to partake ofthe hospitalitie8 oftbeil' Cr'lven 
friends, were aho amongst the company-every­
body appeare.d highly de.lighted, and at the close 
of·the performance Dothmg was to be heard but 
co~gratulatory r~marks u~n the auspici~us open­
ing. and eXpre8S)C1\~ of brIght ~xpectatlon8 as to 
thc future advantages to be denved froan the pro­
vison of a Music Hall. at Sett!e. 

The bill of faTt: for Tuesday eyening was doubt­
less better calculated to please a geoe!al audi­
ence-, and consequently the ball was crowtled to 
ov~rfJowing, additional seat.1t baving to be pr,,­
rided on the landing and ill the entra:lce. Th(' 
performance was opened with one of R:ssini'::j 
overtures after which we bad the glee and cho­
rU8. "It is 0\11' opening day;" the so~o- by;"~Ii 
Senior !'tlr.;. Sanderson~ and 'Mr. Hmchcllfl'e­
the whole piece was.given wi,~h gre~t spirit a.ll~~ 
l)recision. Mr. Pe1T1ng sung . ~Il thiS old chair 
with his usual taste and ablhty, and we wo.re 
then introduced to Miss Senior, a yO\1n~ larly 
possessing considerable talent as a vocalist. She 
baJ a remarkably sweet voice, and her uppl'r 
notes are eappcia'lIy srood alld di .. tind in their 
intonation. Her !ong, a young lady's" No," is 
well adapted to her youthful and somewhat bash· 
ful appearance, and it. met with a hearty recep­
tion. \fr. and Madam 'Veias sung a somewhat 
solemn duett, "The Exile's Returr:," \vhich we 
did not consider a well chosen piece. In Mr. 
Hinchc1iffe':s song from ~om~,umbula, '" As I 
1'iew these 8cenes so charmmg, the banclaccom­
pnniments were 80 much Qut of tim~ and there was 
sucb an evident want.l)funderstandmg between. the 
singer and the plQyers, that. the 'f!hole pIece 
'Ifta moet unsatisfactory ;-the same thing oc.-curred 
in tbe former duett: sO entirely were the iOl'trn­
ments put of time that Madam Weiss stopped ~be 
piece aDd a Dew commencement was made, ,\\"lth 
not ~uch better results. We are dec.-idedly of 
opinion tbat had Mr. Barnett untlertaken the baton. 
and left the first violin part to Mr. Haddock, the 
whole would have gone togeth~r as well as could he 
desired.~:. A Quartette of four of .the Itringed in-
8truments followed; it was much In the oharacter 
of a violin solo by Mr. Haddock, with accomplni­
meDts by the other three. Mr. H. is a finished 
performer on the violin, and about one fonrth of the 
piece he selected 'Would h~ge ~i\tisfied.the audience, 
and left a ven' tavourable" 1 mpre&l1 on, but the 
UDu:lDal length" to whicl~ ~t was drawn out. was 
IOmewhat tedious and Ylolm 10101, at the best, are 
tlotappreciated by 'more th~n one ~e:lloC an aud~~nce. I 

Madam Weiu sang Moore s esqUlSlte melody The 
Meeting of the water$" with cbarmin~ ~trect; thi, 
style of ballad is eXflctly Matlam \VC1SS forte, but, 
whether she feh that the iDSUumentot quartett bad 
taken up above its share of the evening, or ",lmt 
othel· cause prompted her, we kn.o,,! Dot, but she 
caused great disappointment by omltbng one of the 
four Yel'8eS of her BODg, whicb otherwise ga'fe per­
fect .atisfaction. The favourite trio la The ~Ia!.tie 
Woye Scarf" came nut, and met with a hearty 
encore. 

Mr. Weilssuog Mendelssobo'sfiue song "I'm 
a Roamer," every vene of wbicb was loudly ap­
plauded, and afterwards encored. The first part 
was wound up with a piEce composed for the oc· 
casion by Mr. Barnett, entitled "~he FOrf:8tt'r~s 
Choru,," "itb orchestral aecompanul)~~ ta, and .1t 
was given with great entl1'g' and preclsl0~; both 
the composition, and the manner in wblch tlte 
chorus was perfotmed, reflec' great credi~ upon 
ita author. 

In the second part MT. Weis8 and Mr. Hinch­
cUBe Bung Handel'a magnificent duett, "The I 
Lord is a }Ian of War," with band accompani­
ments. Mr. Perring 8ung "All is lost," from 
Somnambula, but after bear!ng~o and ~eve8 
in the aame 80DJ~ Mr. PerrlDg:t effolts dId not 
tome up to our Ideas of perfection. Mr. Saynor. 
of Leeds, played a solo on the flute, which W~ 
loudly encored, and was perhaps the most at­
tTactive feature in the evening·s entertainment. I 

Mi.as Senior lung a song of Bishop's, which wa.3 
encored and Mr. Hinohcliffe's .. Philip the Fal­
coner," 'w3Ssimilarly rewarded. Tbe et National 
ADthem" closed the perfOl'maDce. 


