The
market place as it is today. Right, retired

act-drop of

grandson.

Settle. north of Skipton.

Victoria Hall, b\lﬂl in 1853,
'was one of the

first purpose-
bullt music halls in the UK.

It is probably the oldest

although it was painted in

Settle Market Place, top, painted in 1882 by local actor
Settle clergyman the

Edmund
Rev James Metcalfe,

Pictures: Bruce Rollinson.

Rare find sets scene for ‘music hall’ renovation

1882. The artist was a local
decorator and keen amateur
actor called Edmund Handby.
His grandson, the Rev James
Metcalf, l retired Settle cler-
gyman, unfurled the drop in a
l!l’!mully on Saturday.
The trustees of the hall are

rais for a
refurbishment and are hoping
to restore the act-drop. They
have asked an expert to
inspect it to see if it can be

made strong enough to take
the wear and tear of being
used in earnest. Margaret
Barker, secretary of a Settle
theatre group which uses the
hall - and a member of the

know it was there but it must
be 20 years since anyone
looked at it and we did not
know what condition it was
in. In fact it is in surprisingly

good condition. It is dirty,
and tearing in places, and it
will be a tricky renovation,
because it was painted in
temper, 50 you can't just
‘wash it, but the picture is still
ble and of some his-
toric interest in itself.”
raising is still
necessary but the trustees are
expecting to be able to start
the renovation and extension
works on the hall in June.




